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PRESENT:

The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR (Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER) – LNP
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	Independent Councillor (and Ward)
Nicole JOHNSTON (Tennyson)


OPENING OF MEETING:

The Chair, Councillor Andrew WINES, opened the meeting with prayer and acknowledged the traditional custodians, and then proceeded with the business set out in the Agenda.
Chair:
I declare the meeting open and I remind all Councillors of your obligations to declare material personal interests and conflict of interest where relevant, and the requirement of such to remove yourself from the Council Chamber for debate and voting where applicable. 


Councillors, are there any apologies? 

There being none, Confirmation of Minutes, please.

MINUTES:

93/2019-20
The Minutes of the 4599 meeting of Council held on 13 August 2019, copies of which had been forwarded to each Councillor, were presented, taken as read and confirmed on the motion of Councillor Kate RICHARDS, seconded by Councillor Kim MARX.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
Chris Boyle – Commsync’s domestic violence technology solutions and the Domestic Violence Prevention Action Group
Chair:
Councillors, today we have two public participants, the first of which is Mr Chris Boyle. I’ll call on him to address the Chamber on Commsync’s Domestic Violence Technology Solutions and Domestic Violence Prevention Action Group.


Mr Boyle, you will have five minutes and you can present standing or sitting, whichever you prefer. The time begins when you begin.

Mr Chris Boyle:
Thank you, Chair. 

Mr Chair, LORD MAYOR and Councillors, thank you for the opportunity to come and speak to you this afternoon. My name is Chris Boyle. I’m the CEO and Co-founder of Commsync Foundation. Some of you may recognise us as winners of the 2019 Lord Mayor Global Entrepreneur Program, as well as the 2017 Lord Mayor’s Business Awards finalist.


It gives me great pleasure to come and speak to you here, and I was really excited to hear the announcement around the domestic violence strategy through this Chamber and what we can do for the good people of Brisbane in response to the scourge which is domestic violence.


Our foundation was set up on the belief that domestic violence is preventable, yet it is the fastest growing crime across any postcode in Brisbane. It costs the economy $22 billion a year, and police receive a call every two minutes in response to domestic violence alone. 


There’s something that we can do though to turn this tide and I’m here to share with you the story of Jane. Jane lives not far from here. She lives with her two boys aged 14 and seven. Jane is a lifelong victim of domestic violence and about five years ago, lost an arm to an incident involving her ex-partner. Jane, like many other women, the million across Australia, reported—are told in response to domestic violence the same plan: get to a phone, contact police, explain who you are, where you are, what’s happening and wait.  


Now, Jane knows that that plan doesn’t work for her because we apply the ‘Goldilocks principle’ where, if Jane calls the police too early, there’s nothing they can do; no crime has been committed. If Jane calls the police too early, too often, Jane becomes a bit of a pain, draining resources. If Jane calls the police too late, then she often requires an ambulance as well. So Jane is expected in that moment of crisis to call just right and that window closes like that. So Jane knows that that plan doesn’t work, and so her boys—her 14-year-old son, has decided to sleep with a knife under his pillow to protect his mother, his brother and himself in the event that the ex-partner comes across.


I met Jane about six months ago and the discussion with her over the next three hours was: who in your life, Jane, knows the things that keep you up at night? She says, no one, because that’s the isolation and that’s the power of domestic violence. But what Jane forgets is that, because no one knows doesn’t mean that no one cares. So, for the next three hours we went through those people in her contacts, on her phone, on her photos, and said: who’s that? Who’s that? Who’s that? 


She paused on Steve and she said, oh, Steve once said he’d look after us, but he’s busy, he’s just bought a house, so I don’t want to disturb him, she says. Jane, yours is not to answer on his behalf; let’s ask him, let’s get him on the phone. Her heart is really racing now, because she’s checking in what she’s worth. Is there anyone out there that would drop anything at any time to keep her safe? So we supported her to have a conversation with Steve, who said, of course, Jane, why didn’t you tell me sooner? So, Steve, what would you do if you got this call? You’d be able to listen in, you’d be able to make an informed choice, and you’d be able to escalate to emergency services, all within the space of a push of a button like this.


So Jane now has tears of relief coming on her face because there are people out there who know, and there are people out there who care. She’s on a roll; she finds her neighbour Renee, who also comes to her plan. Now they are the people who can respond, any time, any place.


I’ve made a call to myself. This is Jane’s call coming through. ‘To confirm the alarm, press key, to reject the alarm, press—’. They said they would, so we make sure that they must accept this call to be able to be brought in. Now, I will just remain—her entire network is able to get live audio about what is happening, understand what safety might mean to her to change the context, who’s in, who’s out.

If it is that Jane is safe, they can knock on her door, they can call her phone; if it is that it’s escalated, all they simply need to do—‘The alarm has been triggered’ —press five on their keypad and we’ll now bring in emergency services to conference call, giving her and her children the best response in the quickest possible time. No more waiting for Jane, no more Goldilocks for Jane and her boys. I’m pleased to say this is—‘Hello? Hello, Giordana, I’m safe, I’m at Council, so thank you for joining.’ ‘Alright, see you Chris.’ 


Obviously, I wasn’t going to disturb emergency services; that is our engineer who’s fantastic. She is joined in to keep us safe and this is a world first. No one else is doing this. We’ve got the support of Optus, who we went through their Future Makers program, and we’re very pleased that we’re able to say that, by asking you today, with your domestic violence strategy, if you contribute $25,000 for 25 children in Brisbane, Optus will match that funding if we can get 50 children this solution on their wrist tomorrow to turn that curve. Thank you very much for your time.

Chair:
Thank you, Mr Boyle. Please be seated. 

I will now ask for a member—a Chairman to respond to that. 

Councillor MATIC. 

Response by Councillor Peter MATIC, Chair of the Community, Arts and Lifestyle Committee

Councillor MATIC:
Thank you, Mr Chairman. Mr Boyle, thank you so much for coming in. My name is Peter MATIC, I’m the Councillor for Paddington Ward and I’m also the Chairman of our Community, Arts and Lifestyle Committee that plays a large part in working with organisations and government around this scourge. 


Your presentation has been tremendously touching and I applaud you for the innovation that you’ve shown. Sir, I’d like to say to you that we’ve all been inspired; in fact, the LORD MAYOR has just told me that he’s more than happy to provide the $25,000 towards the technology that you’re offering. Obviously, the State Government has a large role to play, but Council also does as well, in working together with important organisations like yours to make a difference in people’s lives.


To provide the safety that every woman and all their children rightly deserve is absolutely at the forefront. So, on behalf of the LORD MAYOR and our Administration, we’re certainly behind you on this project. I’ll meet you outside afterwards, so I’ll get my details to you and then we can talk further about how we get the money to you. Thank you.

Mr Chris Boyle:
That’s amazing. Thank you so much. I really appreciate that, that will complement—we’ve just been awarded $500,000 from the Commonwealth Government for women, but this will go specifically to children, so thank you so much. I really appreciate that.

Chair:
Thank you, Mr Boyle. 

Nicole Dyson – Future Anything’s social entrepreneurship programs for high school students
Chair:
I would now like to call on Ms Nicole Dyson who will address the Chamber on Future Anything’s social entrepreneurship program for high school students. 


Ms Dyson, you have five minutes. You can stand or sit, whichever you prefer, and your time will begin when you begin.

Ms Nicole Dyson:
Awesome, thank you. Mr Chair, LORD MAYOR and Councillors, thank you for having me today. Forgive me for reading, I’m more scared of that timer than I am of my mother. My name is Nicole Dyson and, above all things, I am a passionate educator. As a teacher in Queensland for seven years, I’ve repeatedly led the design and implementation of whole school changes to support future reading and learning, designed by young people for young people.


A couple of weeks ago actually marks two years since I stepped out of my Head of Department position in high schools. Now, I’m the Founder and Director of Future Anything. Future Anything transforms young people’s passion and curiosity into innovative ideas that make the world a better place. We’re also a social enterprise. We put our profits into running programs in some of the world’s most challenging communities. Last year, we travelled to Africa working with 150 young people in Uganda to build dozens of youth-led enterprises, and then we funded the launch of five of those businesses, run by young people in their communities.


Well, let’s be real; entrepreneurship is the big thing at the moment. Everyone’s either talking about it or doing it. We’re a little bit different. Unlike other organisations, we work with the teaching teams within schools to run and embed a term-long assessable curriculum aligned unit of work that culminates in each of our schools running their very own Shark Tank. Then, the best of the ideas pitched at these school shark tanks move through our national competition, where these students have the chance to secure the funding to launch their businesses. 


The first year we ran the program, it was 115 students in a single school. Then, it was 300 in three schools. Last year, it was 700 students in five schools. This year, we’ve working with 2,500 students across 20 schools. But let’s not talk numbers, let’s talk about young people.


Take Jordan for example. Jordan launched his own mental health podcast called Mental Music, run by young people for young people. He amassed five other teenagers to work for him and also won the FYA’s (Foundation for Young Australians) 2017 Rookie Enterprise of the Year Award, a national competition that saw him fly to Melbourne to accept that.


Take Sristi and Lucy. They found it unacceptable in Australia that there are thousands of women and girls that don’t have adequate access to sanitation, so they created The Dignify Project, selling fashionable pouches made out of recycled material which was a one-for-one, where each pouch purchased funded sanitary items for a woman in need. 


Let’s talk about Tanieka. Tanieka was bullied relentlessly at school, so much so that she contemplated taking her own life. Tanieka is the founder of Shielded Socks, school socks but not as you know it. These socks look like normal school socks above the shoe, so they meet the requirements of those pesky uniform policies, but underneath the shoe line, Tanieka has partnered with local graffiti artists to create these epic designs. In this way, Tanieka believes that it’s under the surface that counts. She donates 10% of her profits to Headspace to support young people getting the support that they need. 


Like every school entrepreneurship program has stories of amazing young people that have the potential to change the world, Future Anything is one of them. Brisbane based Fiftysix Creations has worked with over 50,000 young people. FYA’s $20 boss has worked with 15,000 young people in this year alone. That’s just a couple of examples of the amazing work that’s happening in Australia right now. 


The real challenge for us is: how do we support these young people regardless of how they come up with their ideas to navigate life as an entrepreneur? Sadly, Mental Music and The Dignify Project have both folded their organisations, along with countless other youth-led businesses with potential that I could spend all afternoon talking to you about. These incredible young people don’t fail because they aren’t passionate, resourceful or capable; they step away from their ideas because they feel that they have to choose between being a student and being an entrepreneur. 


Mr Chair, LORD MAYOR and Councillors, I’m not here today to ask for your support to get more entrepreneurship programs within your wards, although we can totally talk about that if you want to. I’m here to ask you about how you would feel about Brisbane being the home of Australia’s first national purpose‑built accelerator, designed especially for entrepreneurs that are still juggling school. Why should our young people wait until they finish high school or a four-year degree before they launch a business that could not only employ themselves, but others?


Here at Future Anything, we’re launching YouthX, designed and delivered in collaboration with educators at schools who understand what it’s like to be a student, and entrepreneurs who understand business and what it’s like to be an entrepreneur. These young people will be supported with a combination of face‑to‑face workshops and online support, as well as personalised coaching with mentors. This way we can help them be an entrepreneur and a business owner—sorry, an entrepreneur and a student. 


At YouthX, we don’t talk about ideas; everybody’s got an idea. We launch youth‑led start-ups that bend the future. At YouthX, our young people aren’t job seekers; they’re job creators. Young people like Jordan, Sristi, Lucy and Tanieka deserve the chance to see the potential of their ideas play out. I’d love to work with you to put Brisbane on the map as the only place for incredible young people to launch ideas that make their dreams come true. Thank you.

Chair:
Thank you, Ms Dyson. 

DEPUTY MAYOR. 

Please be seated, the DEPUTY MAYOR will respond.

Response by the DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, Chair of the Public and Active Transport, Economic and Tourism Development Committee

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, and thanks, Nicole, for coming to speak this afternoon. I can see why you’re scared of the five-minute clock, because you’ve got so much passion, you could talk for hours about this, yes?

Ms Nicole Dyson:
Yes.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
As an ex-high school teacher myself, I can understand that passion, and I can see that you are really committed to what you are doing. It’s a big step to sell, stepping out of the high school and into this space as well. I understand Tanieka came and spoke at the Intergenerational Forum as well and explained to everyone around her Shielded Socks idea, which I think was very widely praised for the initiative that she had coming from her background and seeing things that she could make a difference.


Look, I love the idea that you’re talking about, and I know you’re talking to the Economic Development team. We do a lot in this space already for entrepreneurs, and we’re just about to launch our fourth year of our four-year program with Elevate+, so I’d love the opportunity to see if there’s any of your students that could step into that program to take them on that next steps of where they need to go to elevate their social enterprise ideas, and how they create that business. 


We have had many students in that program. We’ve had students in The Capital that we support as well; 256 start-ups there, and I can think of a couple of the students that have been coming in after school and using that space as well to collaborate and meet people with ideas, but probably more important, investors. This is one thing, it’s the hardest thing I understand for entrepreneurs to come up and get that backing and that venture capital if it’s a small, medium or large idea they have as well.

The other program that we support is the GenYOU program which is a five‑workshop program, particularly for students—probably a little bit older than your guys, 18 to 25 year olds—about how they prepare for business, how they get their CVs together, how they network, how they pitch to people, but that might be an idea for some of them as they leave school to look into that work program as well.


As I said, we have The Capital, we have space. We definitely have the motivation to be the social enterprise capital of Australia. As I said, I know you’re talking with the Economic Development team, so hopefully we can keep talking and see how we can support you into the future. Thanks for coming in today.

Ms Nicole Dyson:
Thank you.

Chair:
Thank you, Ms Dyson. 

Mr Peers will take you out.

QUESTION TIME:

Chair:
Councillors, now begins Question Time. 

Are there any questions of the LORD MAYOR or a Chair of any Standing Committee? 

Councillor TOOMEY.
Question 1

Councillor TOOMEY:
Thank you, Mr Chair, my question is to the LORD MAYOR. This Administration is delivering for the people of Forest Lake by ensuring its namesake lake remains an enjoyable landmark for all residents. Can you update the Chamber on Council’s commitment to clean up Forest Lake?
Chair:
LORD MAYOR. 

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Councillor TOOMEY, and through you, Mr Chair, Forest Lake is one of those parts of the city that is very unique and it’s one of the few suburbs that is built entirely around a lake with a lake as its centrepiece, and of course, the suburb is named after that centrepiece lake. Like any man-made lake, Forest Lake has had its issues. Lakes are living, growing things, and over time can experience problems. This lake has many inlets, and stormwater from the surrounding area, wildlife and various other things affect the lake. There have been growing problems with the water quality of the lake, and also with some of the wildlife in and around the lake, particularly the ibis population. 


So, my predecessor, Lord Mayor Graham Quirk, announced that Council would get on with a serious management plan to clean up the lake and do what is necessary to increase the water quality and to deal with some of the issues that residents have been concerned about, and move forward with the investment that’s required to make that happen. So, I can announce today that, from today, we will be releasing the strategic management plan for Forest Lake. 


It is a document that has been put together with the help of the experts in this kind of field—experts like Professor David Hamilton and Tony Webber, experts who have helped us develop a plan to improve Forest Lake, a plan to invest in Forest Lake to make sure that it is the asset that the local community expects it to be, and as a true great asset for that community.


Now, the lake has suffered from issues like algae blooms and also I mentioned the big population of ibis, so there’s various issues contributing to it. But through the work of these experts, we will kick off work after the summer period next year. Now, based on the management plan and the recommendations of that management plan, this is not the type of work you would want to do during a summer period. They have recommended the appropriate time to kick off that work is in April, after the next summer, when climatic conditions have cooled down a bit. So, I’m announcing today that, from April, we will get cracking and we will be investing more than $1 million in cleaning up—

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
—Forest Lake, improving that asset for the community out there. I know that people from even further afield and surrounding suburbs do enjoy Forest Lake, and benefit from it.


To give you a bit of a background of the experts that I’ve mentioned, Professor David Hamilton is the Deputy Director of the Australian Rivers Institute, and is a professor at Griffith University. Professor Hamilton is a champion in his field, with 30 years of experience in researching blue-green algae blooms. That’s an interesting area of expertise, but he is a local expert on this particular issue, and he’s also an expert in water quality monitoring. He has prepared more than 250 peer reviewed publications, so this is definitely a world-class expert that we have here locally, when it comes to water quality in water bodies such as this.


Professor Hamilton recently published the handbook on lake restoration. He was also joined in that work by Tony Webber. Now, Tony Webber is also one of Australia’s leading practitioners in the catchment modelling and water quality field, and also has more than 30 years’ experience in the water industry. Tony was awarded the 2012 Fellowship from the Modelling and Simulation Society of Australia and New Zealand, and has authored numerous policy, scientific and strategic research papers. He is a visiting scientist at CSIRO Land and Water Basin Management Outcomes Group in Canberra, and was nominated as one of the top 10 water leaders in Australia in 2013.


We have an extensive plan to combat the issues facing Forest Lake and to ensure that future generations enjoy this water body. Blue-green algae is one of the main factors affecting the lake, and a major component of the recommendations outlined in the strategic management plan involves de-silting the lake to remove the sediment which has built up over a period of many years. We also, once that is done, have a program of replanting with certain species of plants, of water plants, that will help improve the quality of the water as well.


There’re ways that local residents can help, too. Now, local residents haven’t caused the problem, to be clear.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, your time has expired.

LORD MAYOR:
Okay, thank you.

Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor CUMMING.
Question 2

Councillor CUMMING:
Thank you, Chair; my question is to the LORD MAYOR. I refer to the list of cabs taken by Councillor Angela OWEN in the 2018-19 financial year detailed in an answer to a Question on Notice from the Opposition. On 28 September 2018, Councillor OWEN caught two cabs. The first trip was from a suburb on the southside of Brisbane to Boondall where Cher was performing that night. That cost ratepayers $140.70.

Councillor interjecting.


Councillor CUMMING:
The second trip was back to the same suburb on the southside of Brisbane which cost ratepayers $140.81. This means the total cost for that—
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:
Hang on, Councillor CUMMING. I made this point some time ago that there was to be no swearing in this Chamber, and I am very certain I just heard someone in this room swear. That is an act of disorder. If I hear it again, any individual will be excluded from the meeting. 

Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
This means the total cost for that day was $281.51. Interestingly, Councillor OWEN listed exclusive A reserve tickets to Cher on her disclosure of interests as a gift from Telstra. 


On 31 January this year, Councillor OWEN again caught two cabs. They were a return journey from a suburb on the southside of Brisbane to Boondall where Keith Urban was performing that night. The return journey cost ratepayers $304.81. Again, Councillor OWEN listed tickets to Keith Urban on her disclosure of interests as a gift. LORD MAYOR, have you asked Councillor OWEN why she makes ratepayers fund her expensive travel to and from concerts at Boondall, and do you think this is a rort of ratepayers’ money?

Councillor interjecting.
Chair:
LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. The Labor Party is nothing but predictable. When it comes to slinging mud and personal attacks, they are the absolute experts. What I will say is this, the number of times that I have seen State Government Ministers showing up to concerts and sporting events in their chauffeur-driven tax-paid limos, while the limo driver waits outside for the entire time and then picks them up afterwards, I can’t even count. So—

Councillor CUMMING:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
The question was clear. The LORD MAYOR is not answering the question.

Chair:
Thank you, Councillor CUMMING.

LORD MAYOR:
I am about to answer the question. I have five minutes.

Chair:
The answer has been going for 30 seconds.

LORD MAYOR:
So—

Chair:
Hang on. All answers will be heard in silence. There’s quite a deal of time left. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
So I will simply point out, Mr Chair, that the Chairs of Council, so the equivalent of State Government Ministers—and in many cases much more effective than State Government Ministers—do not get chauffeur drivers.

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
No, and I’m not suggesting that that should change. But they do not get chauffeur drivers—

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
—and they do not—

Chair:
Councillors! The LORD MAYOR’s answer will be heard in silence, please. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
They do not have chauffeurs taking them to sporting events like they do up at George Street. But what they do have is the ability to access a Cabcharge card. This is not something I introduced. This is something that was introduced, as far as I can tell, in the year 1983 and has been the case ever since then.


Now, I don’t remember who was around in 1983 to introduce that, because I was in year 1 at school in 1983. But I’m pretty sure that it wasn’t a Liberal administration or an LNP administration. I’m pretty sure it was a Labor administration. I can’t change what has happened in the past, but I can make sure that, going forward, the guidelines reflect appropriate use of Cabcharges for work purposes and make it crystal clear what you can and can’t do. 


So, as people would have seen in The Courier-Mail, I have announced that a new set of guidelines, an updated set of guidelines to the 1983 version, will be brought in as soon as possible, and that guideline will be modelled on taxi usage that’s appropriate at the State Parliament level. 

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, your interjections have been particularly voluble, please cease interjecting. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
So, I think it is important that, from time to time, we update the policies to make sure there is very clear guidance on what is appropriate and what is not appropriate—

Councillor COOK:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor COOK.

Councillor COOK:
The question was very clear, do you think this is a rort of ratepayers’ money? It’s not 1983, before I was born; it’s 2019.

Chair:
Thank you. Do not use points of order to debate the subject matter. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you. So it is appropriate that clear rules and guidelines exist, and I would assume that no one on the opposite side of the Chamber would have any problems with the State Government guidelines. So we will take them as the model going forward.


So, that is what we are going to do. We will make it clear to everyone going forward what is appropriate use, and that is all I will say on this matter.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Yes, the LORD MAYOR didn’t actually say whether he thought it was a rort or not, that was the question.

Chair:
Alright. Further questions? 


Councillor DAVIS.
Question 3

Councillor DAVIS:
Thank you, Chair. My question is to the Chair of the Public and Active Transport, Economic and Tourism Development Committee, Councillor ADAMS. DEPUTY MAYOR, State Government projections forecast that Brisbane will have an additional 386,000 new residents by 2041. In light of this growth, how is this Council planning for the future by investing in the public transport network, and what are the barriers towards making this investment a reality?
Chair:
DEPUTY MAYOR. 
DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and thank you, Councillor DAVIS, for the question. It is no secret that Brisbane has been growing at an immense rate over the past several years. Whether this be economically or people moving here or the development that we’re seeing across the city, Brisbane is continually growing and maturing. This has not happened by accident. It has been achieved by making sure we have proper planning and a City Council that is focused on making sure that the Brisbane of tomorrow is even better than the Brisbane of today.


Now, a major part of managing this growth is ensuring that we have the public and active transport infrastructure available to the thousands of people that live here and are moving here into the future. The State Government has legislated that we need to plan for an extra 386,000 residents who are expected to move to Brisbane by 2041. That is 1,300 people a month. 


To make sure that these people can get around the city, we can’t keep doing status quo. If we did that, it would mean we were reading straight out of the Labor Party handbook, which is a bright and shiny front cover with blank pages in the middle. The Opposition are notorious for mismanaging everything. That’s why Brisbane’s transport system will never be fixed by them. They don’t have the capacity to do so. The last time they were in charge, the new buses caught on fire. There was no great plan for where those buses were actually travelling.


That is why Team Schrinner is 100% focused on building the Brisbane Metro. We are 100% committed and we will make sure that it gets done, regardless of how long it takes, regardless of the political interference that we continue to see from those at the other end of George Street, soundly and resoundingly supported by the blatant silence we hear on the opposite side of the Administration who are not interested in fixing anything, who won’t go and speak to their State Government buddies and say, we need transport fixed in Brisbane. They sit on their hands and watch the merry-go-round that is the State Government not give us approvals.


Metro works could start tomorrow. The cackling from the person in the corner—

Councillor interjecting. 


DEPUTY MAYOR:
—would have more—Bailey’s mate we’ve seen in many photos in Instagram in the last couple of weeks—could have more buses to her precious suburbs that she whinges about every week in here when the Metro was up and running.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON! Councillor JOHNSTON, whatever you find so humorous, it’s time to stop laughing, hey? Please.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Please, can you consider that a direction. 

DEPUTY MAYOR.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
The biggest point to make is that works can begin tomorrow. We just need approvals. There is no reason why we cannot turn the sod on the early works in South Brisbane, regardless of where the new station is located, the politically manufactured new station by the State Government, these works can happen right now. 


We can start the relocation of the sewer pumps. We can do the much-needed intersection upgrade of Peel Street. We can start the investigations of exactly where the utilities are. This could all happen tomorrow if approvals were signed today. We have asked so many times now for these approvals, but every single response comes back from people within the Cultural Centre, even the South Bank Corporation, deferring it to the political masters who say, no, we want to try something else, at the absolute eleventh and a half hour before midnight.


It is time for the Minister to show us that he actually supports Metro practically, not just in principle. It is absolutely amazing that a State Government has a fully funded $1 billion project that will bring Brisbanites faster and more reliable transport, which is usually their responsibility, mind you, Mr Chair, and it is being purposefully stalled at this point of time. As a result, Brisbane commuters are held hostage.

The Greens make them sit in traffic because of the weather; Labor makes them sit in traffic because there’s an election coming up. It’s clear from the data that we see here that our Brisbane buses are getting full. We’ve spoken in this place about route 66 which had over 3,000 missed stops last financial year. Metro line 2 will triple the amount of services that this line currently runs.


We want a turn-up-and-go service. We will make sure the Brisbane of tomorrow is even better than the Brisbane of today. We have a fully funded game changing infrastructure planned and ready to deliver, let us get on and do it.

Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor CUMMING.
Question 4

Councillor CUMMING:
Thank you, Chair. My question is to the LORD MAYOR. Last week in answer to a Question on Notice, it was revealed Councillor Angela OWEN spent as much as $300 return on ratepayer funded cabs to Boondall. Coincidentally, these trips were on the same days as concerts that she discloses receiving tickets on her disclosure of interests. For six days you took absolutely no steps to curb this outrageous rort until you were shamed into action by questions from a media organisation. 


So far in your short term as the unelected LORD MAYOR, we’ve seen you backflip on zipline, exorbitant grave fee increases for grieving parents, on the use of gender neutral language in the Chamber, and on installing CCTV cameras to protect against dog baiting. Why does it take exposure by the Opposition and the media for you to do the right thing?
Chair:
LORD MAYOR. 
LORD MAYOR:
It doesn’t. 

Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor HUANG.
Question 5

Councillor HUANG:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chair. My question is to the Chair of the Infrastructure Committee, Councillor COOPER. Last week, the LORD MAYOR outlined details on Council’s contribution to the Coopers Plains open level crossing. Has there been any further updates in the open level crossing debate? Are we any wiser of the State Government’s position on open level crossings?

Councillor COOPER:
Thank you very much, Mr Chair, and I thank Councillor HUANG for the question. I think it’s important to actually look at the history of this particular issue and of course noting—and I think the comments made by the DEPUTY MAYOR are absolutely accurate—our city is growing, our region is growing, and growing significantly. So if you look, by 2041 the region is expected to accommodate an additional 1.9 million residents, almost 800,000 new homes and support 1 million additional jobs. So, of course, the majority of this growth is in the south-east corner.


It’s very logical to assume that infrastructure investment should follow that growth. Invest where people are living, where people are working, and make sure that that infrastructure works well and accommodates that particular growth. This particularly—and of course we know Cross River Rail is now under way—this kind of infrastructure, the investment in public transport, will see an even bigger burden on open level crossings. Open level crossings will see the boom gates down longer than they are currently, and in some cases now they are down one‑third of the hour every hour in the peak hour. That is expected to significantly increase.

So, we saw in the lead-up to the election in March 2016 the Australian Labor Party sought to fast track—so in 2016 they were going to fast track the elimination of the Coopers Plains open level crossing, and they estimated it would be a cost of $200 million. Disappointingly the Deputy Premier went on the record in November 2016 saying that open level crossings were not a priority for the State Government, and she was on Steve Austin and she said, we have not earmarked level crossings as a huge priority at this stage. 


It seems bizarre when they were talking about delivering the Cross River Rail project. Nevertheless, this Council—and we note that the LORD MAYOR has now clearly put money on the table. He hasn’t just talked about it; he hasn’t pondered about it, he hasn’t promised to fast track it and then done absolutely nothing. He has said we will be putting $40 million on the table for the Boundary Road rail crossing. It’s money to get on with it. 


So, that’s pretty clear. We’ve got a commitment for Boundary Road. We’ve got a $40 million commitment for the Lindum Road rail crossing, so that’s two projects that Council has done I think to show real leadership about tackling this particular issue. We’ve also been talking to the State Government about developing a priority list of crossings. There’s more than 40—I’ll say that again—more than four zero, 40 of these, that impact on the road network of this fair city, 40. What are we seeing from the State Government? Absolutely nothing.


We saw in August last year, Minister Bailey admitted there’d been a 33% increase in near-miss incidents reported at Queensland Rail level crossings in the 2017-18 financial year, and I quote, an alarming 248 road users reporting experiencing a near miss between their vehicle or themselves and a train at Queensland Rail level crossings. He admitted that, Mr Chair.


His response to this very damning report was to run a media campaign: ‘Heavy metal stops for no one’. He had heavy metal face painting, temporary tattoos, and a rock star karaoke competition. That’s the kind of thing that the Labor Party thinks is the way to tackle these sorts of issues. What a disgrace, Mr Chair. No commitment to actually doing any work on upgrading these sorts of facilities. No commitment to developing a priority list with this Council—no plan to do anything at all.


So, we note that in Victoria—and that is controlled by the Australian—down there in Victoria, it is the Australian Labor Party—they are removing 50 dangerous and congested crossings by 2022—50, 50. They have set up a level crossing removal authority. They’re dedicating billions of dollars towards sorting this issue out. We’ve got a commitment from the LORD MAYOR; we’ve got Federal Government money on the table. Guess who hasn’t come to the party, Mr Chair? Guess who hasn’t put one dollar towards removing open level crossings?
Chair:
Councillor COOPER, we’re going to have to wait, because your time has expired.

Councillor COOPER:
No doubt. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor SRI.
Question 6

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Mr Chair. My question is to the LORD MAYOR. Recently, you told this Chamber that you did not support policy changes which would significantly reduce existing property values and make housing cheaper for people on lower incomes. But your Liberal National Party is also strongly opposed to increasing Newstart and the minimum wage, and your State colleagues are opposed to more spending on public housing. So, if you don’t want housing to get cheaper, and you don’t want incomes to rise, how do you think Brisbane should address its worsening homelessness and housing insecurity crisis?
Chair: 
LORD MAYOR. 
LORD MAYOR:
First of all, thank you for the question, Councillor SRI, through you, Mr Chair. Look, Councillor SRI makes some claims about what the LNP at other levels of government thinks. I think he is mistaken and wrong about those claims. I haven’t heard the LNP at the State level saying that there should be less spending on public housing. I haven’t heard that being said.


But I am aware, though, for example, that up at George Street, across the State of Queensland there is a waiting list for public housing of 21,000 people.

Councillor interjecting.


LORD MAYOR:
Twenty-one thousand people, and I am aware that the State Government’s big plan to deal with this is to build 4,000 houses across the whole State. Twenty‑one thousand people on the waiting list, and a plan to build 4,000 houses.


But I am also aware—and the State Government—I can tell you the figures on this, because they are embarrassed. In order to fund those 4,000, they are selling off existing public housing. They are flogging off every little piece of property and land that they can get. You know what, it doesn’t matter if it has bushland on it, either. It doesn’t matter if it’s public housing. They are flogging it off. Then they want someone to pat them on the back for building 4,000 houses to house 21,000 people on the waiting list.


So, I reject the premise of your question, Councillor SRI. I think there is so much more that can be done to get people off the streets and to deal with housing affordability, but you’ve got to start right there. What I do know is that when our officers are out there talking to the rough sleepers out in the CBD and inner city areas, we know that around 80% of those people are on the public housing waiting list. They’re people that could get a house, 80% of them could get a house if the Labor Party or the State Government provided those houses to house people on that waiting list.


So this is a serious problem, but pointing the finger for party political reasons like Councillor SRI is doing, verballing the LNP, is not going to help anything. What will help is if he directs his angst to where it will make the most difference, and that is up at George Street where they can deal with this public housing waiting list. Other countries, other places, have made significant inroads. There are answers out there. There are solutions, and while this will require extra investment, it is something that can be achieved with a concerted policy approach.


It’s something that doesn’t have to impact on the investment of people who have saved all their life to buy a house. It doesn’t have to. It doesn’t have to, because in the end, most people have the majority of their wealth in their home, and as I said, these mortgages, they’ve been paying them off for 25, 30, even longer years, saving for their family, saving for the future. So to say that the only solution, or one of the only solutions for housing affordability is to punish those people that have been investing their own hard earned money into their own house is—it’s a binary option. It’s saying you can either do one or the other. 


How about both? How about people can invest in their own homes and see the values go up over time, and how about the State Government—and in fact with the help of the Federal Government—invests in building public housing to help deal with that 21,000 person waiting list across the State. I also understand that 5,000 of those people are here in Brisbane. So out of the 21,000 across the State, there are 5,000 on the waiting list here in Brisbane. So 80% of the rough sleepers in our city are on that waiting list. 


This is a real issue, Councillor SRI, but I do not believe that what you’re saying is the appropriate way to go forward. I think that the State Government absolutely has to lead the charge here. The last time I checked they were in charge of that public housing stock, the public housing policy or social housing, as it is called, and I also am aware that they are actively selling off public houses as well to help fund those 4,000 new ones. We’ve all seen it across different parts of the city where there have been Housing Commission, or formerly Housing Commission, owned houses that are being sold off on to the private market, and residents nearby are told, yes, that will allow us to have more money to build new public housing.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, your time has expired. 

Further questions?
Councillor CASSIDY:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor CASSIDY.
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At that juncture, Councillor Jared CASSIDY moved, seconded by Councillor Kara COOK, that the Standing Rules be suspended to allow the moving of the following motion(
That Brisbane City Council immediately scraps Cabcharge vouchers for Councillors.
Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY, you have three minutes to urgency.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Chair. The response we’ve just heard from the LORD MAYOR a few minutes ago, within the last half hour, is that he is okay with Councillors rorting Cabcharge vouchers. That’s what we’ve just heard. That’s why this is urgent today, because when it was put to him whether he thought this was a rort, he dodged that question, Mr Chair.
Councillor COOK:
Three times.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Three times he dodged that question, Mr Chair, and the people of Brisbane deserve better than that. We know that Councillors are given a $44,000 car, more expensive for those Chairs over there, Mr Chair, free fuel, free parking, free tolls. It is unreasonable for the people of Brisbane to pick up the private travel to concerts for LNP—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor CASSIDY:
—Councillors, Mr Chair. So today, today—

Chair:
Sorry, Councillor CASSIDY. 

Councillor JOHNSTON, I’ve asked you twice. You’ve been the sole interjector, very loudly on numerous occasions. Once again, I’m asking you to cease interjecting or else I will begin the process around section 21 of the local law. 

Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Chair. Thank you, Chair. So this has now gone on for a week. The LORD MAYOR has had the opportunity to show some leadership. It was put to him today to show some leadership, and he said, well, we’ll look at bringing in some guidelines perhaps. Well, this really stinks, Mr Chair. This does not meet any community expectations, Mr Chair. This doesn’t pass what—

Councillor COOK:
The pub test.

Councillor CASSIDY:
—the pub test, that’s the one, the pub test. I think if you walked down the street, walked down the Queen Street Mall, whether it’s in a pub or not, and you say to someone there’s a Councillor, there’s an LNP Councillor up in that place, and they’re using your ratepayers’ money to go to concerts out at Boondall from their place—

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY, could I just bring you back—

Councillor CASSIDY:
—is that okay?

Chair:
Can I bring you back to urgency, please?
Councillor CASSIDY:
This is urgent because we have to deal with this now; the LORD MAYOR won’t, Mr Chair. He is weak. This is a weak LORD MAYOR, Mr Chair, who will not act on this issue. He does not understand community expectations when it comes to the rorting of ratepayers’ money. He has shown that time and time again. This has to stop, Mr Chair, and as a Council we have the opportunity to show some leadership where this LORD MAYOR fails, Mr Chair. 


How can he be trusted when it comes to ratepayers’ money? When every time one of his team that stands there behind him rorts and rorts and rorts, and he says it’s okay. It’s okay, because some Labor mayor introduced Cabcharges way back in 1983 when he was in grade 1 or something or other, but it’s okay if my team rorts those. My LNP Councillors can rort like—

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor ADAMS.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
I believe Councillor CASSIDY is imputing motive.

Chair:
I agree. I agree. 

Please, Councillor, limit your comments as to why—

Councillor CASSIDY:
It’s a fact. It is a fact Councillor ADAMS—

Chair:
—why it is urgent.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Point of order.

Chair:
DEPUTY MAYOR, allow me to conclude my statements.


Councillor CASSIDY, please limit your statements to the purpose, which is why this matter is urgent, why it must be dealt with immediately. 


Point of order to you, Councillor ADAMS.

Councillor CASSIDY:
People are sick of it.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
I am offended by the things that he repeated after you directed him not to say it, that it was a fact. He is imputing motive, and I ask him to withdraw it.

Chair:
Yes. 

Councillor CASSIDY, would you please withdraw?
Councillor CASSIDY:
No. It’s a rort. Objectively this is a rort, and you people should be ashamed of yourselves.

Councillors interjecting.

Councillor CASSIDY:
This is a rort. 

Chair:
Okay. Again, Councillor CASSIDY—

Councillor CASSIDY:
You can’t be trusted, and we need to deal with this today, Mr Chair—

Chair:
I appreciate that, but why—you’ve got 20 seconds—

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you.

Chair:
Why must we do it now?

Councillor CASSIDY:
Because people are sick and tired of the LNP rorting their rates. That is why, Mr Chair.

Councillors interjecting.

Councillor CASSIDY: 
It has to stop today. What is wrong with you people?

The Chair submitted the motion for the suspension of the Standing Rules to the Chamber and it was declared lost on the voices.
Thereupon, Councillors Peter CUMMING and Jared CASSIDY immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.
The voting was as follows:

AYES: 7 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Peter CUMMING, and Councillors Jared CASSIDY, Kara COOK, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.

NOES: 20 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Amanda COOPER, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.

Chair:
Councillors, we will now recommence Question Time. The time remaining, 15 minutes 50 seconds. 

Councillor McLACHLAN.

Question 7

Councillor McLACHLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair, my question is to the Chair of the Finance and Administration Committee, Councillor ALLAN. Since the budget was released in June, the ALP has undertaken a scare campaign in Brisbane suburbs about rate rises. Can you remind the Chamber about past rates rises and how this Administration continues to deliver the lowest minimum residential rates in South East Queensland?
Chair:
Councillor ALLAN. 
Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor JOHNSTON.
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At that juncture, Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON moved, seconded by Councillor Kara COOK, that the Standing Rules be suspended to allow the moving of the following motion(
Calling on this Council to undertake an immediate audit of the past three years of the Chairmen’s use of Council Cabcharge vouchers to ensure that all use of these vouchers was undertaken in line with appropriate rules.
Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, you have three minutes.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, thank you. On the answers to the Questions on Notice today, and last week, we’ve been given information about how some Councillors have used Cabcharge vouchers. Honestly, I feel quite incredulous about the possible uses that have happened, and I would think that, to ensure that things have been done properly, we should be ensuring that the 2,000—for the last three years, 2016‑17, 2017-18, 2018-19, are properly audited, because I cannot imagine under any circumstances that the use of Cabcharge vouchers to attend concerts is an appropriate use of ratepayers’ funds. 


Councillors have cars, ward budgets; Chairmen have Chairmen’s budgets, they have gold passes, those that have been here for, you know, three plus terms; they have car parks in King George Square, and it does not seem appropriate to me that they are using Cabcharge vouchers when there are multiple other funding sources and also modes of travel available.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, I appreciate this is the substance of your concern. However, the motion before us is the urgency matter. So again, urgency please.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes. And to ensure, given that the LORD MAYOR has just ruled out banning the use of these vouchers which in my view is absolutely the right move because of all the reasons I just outlined, they should be banned. That is my view. But as he will not ban them, we need to make sure that no one is rorting the system, because it is outrageous, outrageous that some Chairpeople are using them to attend events. I mean, Councillor OWEN was in the paper saying that this was for her to go from after Council events home late at night, and now she’s been at concerts. It does not stack up, and an immediate review—

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON—
Councillor JOHNSTON:
—needs to be undertaken.

Chair:
—you’re often a stickler for the rules, and I must ask you to follow the rules. Please establish urgency.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
An immediate review needs to be undertaken because certainly Councillor OWEN’s public statements have been at odds with what we have discovered now.


This is ratepayers’ funding. I think it should be banned. If it’s not being banned, there’s a review going on up at George Street. We know the LORD MAYOR loves to talk about what’s happening at George Street. He needs to do the same thing here to ensure that ratepayers’ publicly funded Cabcharge vouchers aren’t being abused for private purposes by any Chairperson of Council. I would hope that he’s going to ban them because of all the other funding sources that are out there and available to use.

The Chair submitted the motion for the suspension of the Standing Rules to the Chamber and it was declared lost on the voices.
Thereupon, Councillors Jared CASSIDY and Nicole JOHNSTON immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.
The voting was as follows:

AYES: 7 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Peter CUMMING, and Councillors Jared CASSIDY, Kara COOK, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.

NOES: 20 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Amanda COOPER, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.

Chair:
Councillor McLACHLAN, I think it’s probably for the best if you just repeat that question for everybody.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair, I thought so too. Mr Chair, my question is to the Chair of the Finance and Administration Committee, Councillor ALLAN. Since the budget was released in June, the ALP has undertaken a scare campaign in Brisbane suburbs about rates rises. Can you remind the Chamber about the past history of rates rises and how this Administration continues to deliver the lowest minimum residential rates in South East Queensland?

Councillor ALLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and I thank Councillor McLACHLAN for the question. This Administration has a strong track record of ensuring that ratepayers’ money is managed responsibly. Only this Administration, the Team Schrinner Administration, continues to deliver a surplus budget year after year, and ensures that Brisbane holds the title of having the lowest minimum residential rates in South East Queensland, all the while ensuring basic services are maintained as well as continuing to invest in the projects that will ensure the Brisbane of tomorrow is even better than the Brisbane of today.


The Schrinner budget, delivered in June, ensures that basic services continue to be provided as well as having a $900 million infrastructure spend and providing a range of new initiatives. The average rates for Brisbane residents are just over $1,220 per annum, yet every single resident in Brisbane receives more than $2,300 worth of services—that’s $2,300 worth of bin collections, public transport, library services, free events in parks, and the list goes on. There is no doubt that the ratepayers of Brisbane are seeing value for money in the services that Council provides.


We are able to deliver our budget commitments while keeping rate increases to a modest 2.5%. Yet that doesn’t stop the Labor lies, with their latest leaflet hitting letterboxes across Brisbane suburbs claiming rates under this Administration are soaring, and I would—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, Mr Chair, you’ve ruled out of order calling something a lie, so I’m just wondering if you’re going to apply the same standard to an LNP Chairperson about the Labor Party?

Chair:
The same standard applies to all Councillors. 

Councillor ALLAN, please continue.

Councillor ALLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. So they—

Chair:
Your microphone is not on.

Councillor ALLAN:
So they’re calling out that, under this Administration, rates are soaring and then perversely calling for no more increases in Council rates, a promise that demonstrably the Labor Party most definitely can’t meet. It’s just not in their DNA to manage money responsibly and to put a cap on rates is just absurd.


Mr Chair, perhaps someone should remind them that their own track record is abysmal, and I said it in the budget speeches, there’s an inconvenient truth that the Opposition doesn’t want the ratepayers to know. We won’t, and the people of Brisbane won’t forget, that under the Labor Party, they increased rates by six per cent on four different occasions when they were last in Administration. Four times, Mr Chair; they’re absolute hypocrites.


The ratepayers got ripped off, their pockets were emptied by the Labor Party at that point in time, and do you know what they got for it—one project delivered, the Inner City Bypass. There’s no doubt this is how Queensland Labor operates. Have a look at what’s going on in George Street. State water charges up 3.5% two years in a row; car registration up 3.5%, Mr Chair. Fear what Labor in City Hall would do. To say that they could run this Administration without rate rises is an absolute nonsense.


Yet we, the LNP Administration, are delivering on projects such as the Kingsford Smith Drive upgrade, the Brisbane Metro, Wynnum Road upgrade, as well as more than 400 other congestion busting projects, all while ensuring we keep rates down at 2.5%. Mr Chair, the question that springs to mind for me when I hear Labor posturing on rates is, what services and upgrades would Labor no longer provide to Brisbane residents if they were not going to increase rates?

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor GRIFFITHS, you, too, are being very voluble. Please resist the urge to interject.

Councillor ALLAN:
Mr Chair, they could barely deliver Council services to residents with six per cent rate rises, how on earth are they going to do it with no rate increases? We know that if Labor were in charge of ratepayer money it would be nothing but cuts and chaos. They are quick to cut fees and dish out money with no regard for prudent financial management and balancing the budget. It’s the Labor way.

Councillors interjecting.

Councillor ALLAN:
Now, the truth behind the Labor Party—

Chair:
Councillors—

Councillor ALLAN:
—is that rate increases in suburbs—

Chair:
Councillor ALLAN.

Councillor ALLAN:
—are heavily affected.

Chair:
Councillors! All answers will be heard in silence, please. 

Councillor ALLAN.

Councillor ALLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. As we all know, rates are based on the valuation set by the State Government, and a large element of rate increases is a function of valuation rises. We seek to cap rate increases at 7.5% and minimise the impact on ratepayers by smoothing their rates over three years. 


We’ll take the Labor Party scare campaign and criticism on rate increases with a grain of salt. This Administration continues to deliver a balanced budget, with the QTC (Queensland Treasury Corporation) providing a strong with neutral outlook for the past seven years.

Chair:
Councillor ALLAN, your time has expired. 

Further questions? 

Councillor CUMMING.
Question 8

Councillor CUMMING:
Thank you, Chair. My question is to the DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor ADAMS. Last week you were more than happy to accuse other Councillors of telling, and I quote, a blatant lie in the Chamber. During the same meeting, in response to a question about cameras being installed in the tea room at the Hawthorne ferry terminal, you said, and I quote, ‘Ironically, it was the staff who asked for those CCTV cameras’. Councillor ADAMS, members of our team have spoken to the impacted ferry workers, and they deny ever requesting those cameras to be installed. 


Councillor ADAMS, why did you blatantly lie to the people of Brisbane, and why did this Council allow a multinational company that runs Brisbane ferries to import this disgraceful practice into Brisbane?
Chair:
Councillor ADAMS. 
Councillor ADAMS:
I did not lie. Transdev asked for the CCTV.

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Right, okay. Further questions?


Councillor MACKAY.

Councillors interjecting.

Councillor MACKAY:
Thanks, Chair, my question is to the Chair of Field Services.

Chair:
Sorry. 

Councillor GRIFFITHS, once again you were more loud than other individuals interjecting. Please cease interjecting or else I will move to warn you. 

Councillor MACKAY.
Question 9 

Councillor MACKAY:
Thanks, Chair, my question is to the Chair of Field Services, Councillor HOWARD. This year marks the 30th anniversary of the opening of the Japanese Gardens at Mt Coot-tha. Can you outline for the Chamber how Council celebrated, and how this Administration is giving residents more to see and do in our great city?
Chair:
Councillor HOWARD. 
Councillor HOWARD:
Well, thank you, Chair, and thank you for the question, Councillor MACKAY. On Sunday I did have the honour of representing the LORD MAYOR at the Brisbane Botanic Gardens at Mt Coot-tha to celebrate the 30th anniversary of our beautiful Japanese Garden as part of this year’s Japanese Cultural Day. 


I was joined by Councillor RICHARDS and we had an absolutely fabulous morning in amongst the Japanese Garden. It obviously has a special place in all of our hearts as it was in fact gifted to the people by the Chair of the Japan Association for Expo 88. It’s a beautiful example of the friendship we have with Japan, and our appreciation for Japanese culture and the contribution that Japan and our Japanese community has made to this city.


As the Chamber may be aware, Brisbane shares a very special friendship with Japan and in particular with the beautiful city of Kobe. This special relationship was formalised in 1985 through the signing of the Brisbane-Kobe Sister City Agreement. What some of you may not know is that this marked our city’s first ever sister city relationship. 


So, we were very excited to come together on Sunday at the beautiful Japanese Garden in Mt Coot-tha to celebrate Japanese culture at our 2019 Japanese Cultural Day. This year is a particularly special year. As you know, Councillor MACKAY, as we celebrated a very special milestone as you mentioned, the 30th anniversary. One of Japan’s leading landscape architects, the late Kenzo Ogata, designed the gardens. 


The theme of the gardens is Mountain Pond Stream. It features the key elements of stone, water, ornaments, arbours, paths and vegetation. Japanese gardens are usually evergreen gardens, and this garden contains the combination of native and exotic plants suitable for Brisbane’s sub-tropical climate. Single trunk trees lean over waters or pathways. Our gardeners carefully prune shrubs to create a sense of open space and to frame the views. It is a beautiful garden and truly is a special place because it is a symbol of the special relationship that we have with Japan and the special place that Japan holds in our hearts.


I would like to thank all the residents and Councillor RICHARDS who joined us on Sunday for the Japanese Cultural Day to celebrate this special 30th anniversary of the Japanese Gardens being opened at the Brisbane Botanic Gardens at Mt Coot-tha. This event was a part of Brisbane’s 2019 Japan Week festivities and provided a great opportunity for residents to enjoy the food and culture of Japan in a beautiful and serene garden setting suitable for all ages with something for everyone. 


The event was so much fun, and it was great to see so many residents getting into the spirit of Japan Week by taking part in the traditional activities on offer. We had rice cake making, tea ceremonies, calligraphy workshops, Ikebana flower arranging and wood block printing. We also enjoyed live Japanese traditional music and Taiko drum performances throughout the day. We had workshops including origami, storytelling and craft for kids, miso soup and sushi roll cooking classes, and it was great to see so many residents excited to have a go at making their own Kokedama plant ball—I hope I said that correctly.


Residents brought their kimonos along to learn how to wear a kimono. There were so many fabulous demonstrations and martial arts displays to see while traversing the lovely gardens, and we had a range of treats on offer from our local food trucks. Thank you to everyone who came along to get involved in celebrating the 30th anniversary of Brisbane’s treasured Japanese Gardens. 


The Japanese Gardens is a special part of the Brisbane Botanic Gardens at Mt Coot-tha. It was founded in 1970 and officially opened in 1976. Ross McKinnon tells the story of Sallyanne Atkinson asking the Consul for Japan to provide some of the funding, which apparently, he did because nobody can actually say no to Sallyanne. The collections located at Mt Coot-tha are recognised as part of Queensland’s premiere subtropical botanic gardens. The gardens provide an important space for conservation and appreciation of flora and nature. 


I really want to thank the officers, our dedicated officers and volunteers who look after our incredible botanic garden, and for everyone who made the day such a fabulous day for us all to enjoy. It truly was a great success, and I’d like to congratulate everyone involved for pulling it together—such a fun-filled day for us all to enjoy. I’d also like to thank the Consulate General of Japan Brisbane for partnering with Council to deliver this event.

Chair:
Councillor HOWARD, your time has expired. 

That concludes Question Time.


Councillors, I draw your attention to the Establishment and Coordination Committee Report. 


LORD MAYOR.

CONSIDERATION OF COMMITTEE REPORTS:

ESTABLISHMENT AND COORDINATION COMMITTEE

The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR (Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER), Chair of the Establishment and Coordination Committee, moved, seconded by the DEPUTY MAYOR (Councillor Krista ADAMS), that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 12 August 2019, be adopted. 

Chair: 
Is there any debate? 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Yes, Mr Chair. The City of Brisbane, and in fact the civic governance of the City of Brisbane is at a big turning point. It is at a turning point because never before in the almost 14 years that I’ve been in this place, or in the more than a decade that I’ve been a member of Civic Cabinet, have I seen an Opposition without a single policy idea, a single plan for the future and focused entirely on digging the dirt and slinging mud and personal attacks. I have never seen anything like it.


There’s a saying, I think Councillor MARX, you told me this one: the more dirt you dig, the more ground you lose. Labor should learn from this, because it is a very wise saying. All they have got to offer is to sling the mud.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order.

LORD MAYOR:
They do not have a single thing—

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor JOHNSTON.
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At that juncture, Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON moved, seconded by Councillor Steve GRIFFITHS, that the Standing Rules be suspended to allow the moving of the following motion(
Calling on Brisbane City Council to install a zebra crossing on Appel Street outside Graceville rail station. 
Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, you’ve got three minutes.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Thank you. This issue is urgent because the LORD MAYOR has just stood up here for the last five minutes and claimed that I and others don’t have any policy issues or agenda issues that they want to run in this city. Now, I wouldn’t want to stand up—

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
 —and say he’s lying, because—

Chair:
—hang on, I’ve got to stop you there. You know, urgency motions are a way to bring forward items that are of an urgent matter.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes.

Chair:
However, I take a dim view of them being used as an in-speech rebuttal tool which is what I think you’re doing at the moment. So please stick to the—please stick to the urgency and do not use this point of order, do not misuse this point of order so that you may criticise the LORD MAYOR in the middle of his presentation. It’s a cynical ploy. 


Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:
Let me be clear, the people of Graceville don’t think waiting for years and years and years and being ignored by this LNP Administration for simple things like refuges and zebra crossings is frivolous or a waste of time. I think it is appalling, appalling, that this Administration will not act when ideas are brought to them to ensure that our city has the initiatives that it needs to deliver for our residents. 


Now, this matter is extremely urgent because I’ve been asking for years—I reckon six or seven years it’s been on my budget request list. We campaigned as part of Move Safe. It is strongly desired by our community. It fits with Council’s agenda to improve safety around and access to public transport, and yet this LORD MAYOR, all he wants to do is stand up in this place and use his time as leader of this city—

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, no, no, no.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
—to claim others have no ideas.

Chair:
No, Councillor JOHNSTON, you do not speak while I speak. As I said, there is an opinion that you have used this point of order as a cynical opportunity to criticise the LORD MAYOR, and I think that’s what you’re doing. So please stick to the matter at hand, the subject matter, and why it is urgent. 

Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
I think I’m being extremely clear. The LORD MAYOR has said that there are no ideas in this place. I am telling you that we want a crossing outside Graceville rail station. We believe it is urgent. But what the LORD MAYOR is saying to this place is fundamentally wrong, and it is urgent that residents in Graceville have safer access to public and active transport. Me and every other Opposition Councillor in this place put in submissions, do petitions, and the LNP Administration votes them down week after week.


So, it is urgent because the LORD MAYOR is misleading the people of Brisbane by saying there are no other ideas out there. We put these ideas up and I’ve put them up, and I want to see the LORD MAYOR support the zebra crossing outside Graceville rail station on Appel Street to provide safer access for our school children, for commuters, and for local residents to access public transport in Tennyson Ward.

The Chair submitted the motion for the suspension of the Standing Rules to the Chamber and it was declared lost on the voices.
Thereupon, Councillors Nicole JOHNSTON and Steve GRIFFITHS immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.
The voting was as follows:

AYES: 7 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Peter CUMMING, and Councillors Jared CASSIDY, Kara COOK, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.

NOES: 20 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Amanda COOPER, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, please continue.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I think there’s interesting psychology at play here. When I was referring to the Labor Opposition and their grubby tactics, the one person to get up and defend them, the great defender of the Labor Party, the person who goes out to her community—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order, Mr Chair.
LORD MAYOR:
—and says she’s really a Liberal, but is in bed with the Labor Party 100%.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order, Mr Chair!

LORD MAYOR:
Unfailing—

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, you’ve got a point of order?

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Well, Councillor MATIC’s extremely voluble interjections might be one of them, but secondly, claim to be misrepresented. I guess it’s the acoustics still on that side.

Chair:
Your claim to be misrepresented has been noted. 

LORD MAYOR, please continue.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you. Look, pedestrian crossings are always good local projects, and I understand this one is currently under consideration by Council. 

Councillors interjecting.


LORD MAYOR:
So, look, if that’s your idea for the vision of the future of the city, fair enough, we’ll take that on notice. 

Councillors interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
But I was talking about a real plan for the whole of Brisbane, an approach for the whole of Brisbane—

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Point of order.

LORD MAYOR:
A vision for the whole of Brisbane.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Actually, I’m going to stop you there. 

Councillor MURPHY, you’ve been very voluble this meeting, and I ask you to please resist the urge to interject. 

Councillor GRIFFITHS, your point of order.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
That was actually my point, that there’s a lot of noise coming from over there, and they’re not being pulled up on it.

Chair:
Councillor GRIFFITHS, there’s a lot of noise coming from everywhere. You weren’t here last week—

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Point of order.

Chair:
No, no, I’m addressing—

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Then you should be consistent with your ruling.

Chair:
No, Councillor GRIFFITHS, sit down. As you weren’t here last week where we had an extensive discussion about this, I do tolerate a great deal of interjections, from you and others. However, there’s a line that Councillors have crossed from time to time, and as I said, I tolerate a great deal from a great many Councillors. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. So, Labor can laugh, Labor can interject, Labor can make nasty personal comments, can make all kinds of accusations, but they have nothing else to offer. Now people across the city know what this Administration stands for. They know what our vision is. 


They know that it’s about better public transport; it’s about upgrading and building new infrastructure. It’s about creating the biggest new park in 50 years, creating a green future fund that delivers real outcomes for the people of Brisbane. It is about investing right across the suburbs in the things that matter to people. They know that’s what we stand for, and they will continue to make sure that they support that kind of agenda, I believe, because it is what they are calling for. 


But, Mr Chair, it was interesting to hear Councillor CUMMING’s question before. Look, it was quite amusing, Councillor CUMMING, that you would try to claim that anything that you assumed to be positive from this side of the Chamber was initiated somehow by the Labor Party. That was essentially the premise of your question. But let me call you up on that one. Apparently, I’m a copycat, according to Councillor CUMMING. I think he referred to a few things. He referred to things like the zipline, cemetery fees, cameras in dog off‑leash areas and Cabcharges. Now, apparently it was the Labor Party that was somehow calling for these things to change. Well, let’s put that to the test.


Personally, I’ve never not once received a single representation from anyone in the Labor Party about any of those things—not the zipline. The Labor Party didn’t contact me to say, cancel the zipline. They didn’t say that. They made no contact with me about that. They didn’t do so on the other issues that were mentioned on that list as well. They made no contact whatsoever. They’ve been caught out on this approach before, because when an issue comes up, their first reaction is politics above people. Their first priority is party politics above people.


So they will go, instead of raising an issue with the LORD MAYOR or an appropriate Chair, they will go to the media and raise that issue. So, on all of those issues, I don’t believe I’ve received a single representation from Labor on any of them. Not a single one.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No, hang on. Councillor JOHNSTON.


Stop there please, LORD MAYOR. 

Councillor JOHNSTON, I direct you to cease interjecting from this meeting—interjecting in this meeting, and if you do not comply with my direction, you will be warned. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Mr Chair, so they’re quick to score a political point, because they’re all about the politics. But you know what: there are opportunities to achieve things together in this place constructively. I’m sure that people can see that, when a reasonable issue comes up, and there’s a need to reconsider, we do that. We listen to people. But on those issues, who did we listen to? We didn’t listen to the Labor Party, we listened to the community, and that is a big part of our job. 


We are here to make decisions on behalf of the community. We are here to get things done, but I can tell you right now—we are not too fixed in our ways to understand that it is important to listen to the community on these issues, and it is important to review decisions from time to time. That is something which I think, when you talk to people out in the streets, they will say that is a reasonable approach. We’re glad that we have a Council Administration that actually takes the time to listen to people and reassess, and not digs its heels in and is stubborn, but to listen to people. 


Yet you have a small-minded Opposition who’s only interested in playing politics, will go straight to the media before raising a legitimate issue with the LORD MAYOR or a Committee Chair. They are just interested in the mud‑slinging, in the political point-scoring, and have zero vision for the future. They’re quite liberal in slinging insults around. We’ve heard them making all claims about rorting today. 


I can tell you the biggest rort that’s happening in this place is the fact that there’s a Councillor in this place who takes home extra salary each year, year after year, to be the Leader of the Opposition and only does a part-time job at that role. That is the biggest rort. Every week, ratepayers’ money is being burnt up paying the Leader of the Opposition when he outsources his job to everyone else. 


How many times have we seen Councillor CASSIDY and Councillor COOK stand up and do the Leader of the Opposition’s job for them?

Councillor COOK:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

LORD MAYOR:
How many times have we seen them do the radio?

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor COOK.

LORD MAYOR:
How many times have we seen—

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR—Councillor JOHNSTON! 
	Warning – Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON
The Chair then formally warned Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON that unless she desisted from interjecting she would be suspended from the service of the Council for a period of up to eight days. Furthermore, Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON was warned that, if she were suspended from the service of the Council, she would be excluded from the Council Chamber, Antechamber, Public Gallery and other meeting places for the period of suspension. 


Chair:
Councillor COOK, your point of order.

Councillor COOK:
Mr Chair, those comments by the LORD MAYOR are clearly defamatory and should be withdrawn.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, there’s been a request that you withdraw those comments.

LORD MAYOR:
I’m not sure how they’re defamatory. I do not agree with that assessment. I was simply pointing out that the Leader of the Opposition is a part-time Leader of the Opposition—and you should be angry about this, Councillor COOK, because—

Councillor COOK:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

LORD MAYOR:
—you’re doing his job for him.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor COOK.

Councillor COOK:
Again, claiming someone he knows is in a full-time position—

Chair:
No, no, hang on.

Councillor COOK:
—is doing a part-time job—

Chair:
No, you don’t use points of order to debate this.

Councillor COOK:
—is defamatory. It’s a lie.

Chair:
You don’t use a point of order to debate me. 

LORD MAYOR, please continue. 

LORD MAYOR:
I’m sure Councillor CUMMING does a good job in his ward, or a reasonable job, maybe, a reasonable job—let me correct the record, a reasonable job. But as the Leader of the Opposition, we’ve seen a lot of Leaders of the Opposition come and go, and I must admit—I must admit I had assumed that Councillor CUMMING was on his retirement leg, on his way out. But he’s confirmed that he’s not. So what is going on? 


Every opportunity to stand up on behalf of his team to front the media, to deal with issues, he squibs them. He was finally motivated into action yesterday to defend his Lord Mayoral candidate, and with friends like that, who needs enemies? Who needs enemies? But the reality is this—this is a team that is in disarray, disunited. I don’t know who is in charge over there. We know their candidate is not in charge.

Councillors interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
We know that Councillor CUMMING is not in charge.

Chair:
Councillors, the answer will be heard in silence. The LORD MAYOR’s presentation will be heard in silence, please.

LORD MAYOR:
And we know they have nothing positive to offer the City of Brisbane. Their policy is—there is one policy, and that is to throw the dirt, to dig the dirt, to throw as much mud as possible and hope that something sticks. That is it. That is simple. I’ve been saying this for weeks, and every week, week after week, they prove this to be the case. They prove it to be the case.


Now, we will—

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
—we will continue to call Labor out—

Chair:
Councillor COOK! Councillor COOK! Councillor COOK, please cease interjecting.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor COOK, please do not ignore my direction. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you. We will continue to call Labor out on their grubby approach because, as I said, the community deserves better, and the more dirt they dig, the more ground they will lose.


Now, turning to something constructive, turning to something positive, turning back to our agenda which is about building the infrastructure our city needs and protecting our great lifestyle right across the suburbs—

Councillors interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
That’s right, Councillor COOK, and it’s correct, Councillor COOK.

Chair:
Councillor COOK, I have asked you—actually, I’ve directed you to cease interjecting, and you have continued to do so. Councillor COOK, I direct you to cease interjecting. If you do not comply with my direction, you will be warned. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you. This week is Seniors Week, and in line with our commitment to deliver on our vision to make Brisbane easier to get around, I can flag to people that there are only seven weeks to go until 1 October when free seniors off-peak travel comes into effect on Council buses, ferries and CityCats.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, your time has expired.
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At that point, the LORD MAYOR was granted an extension of time on the motion of the DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, seconded Councillor Kate RICHARDS.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, please continue.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you. While the State Government may try to prop up their black hole budget by getting more revenue from Council, we are committed to this initiative and making it happen, because we are committed to our seniors. Many people aren’t aware that the way this thing will happen is that Council will pay the State Government for these subsidised fares, for these free fares. 


Many people still believe that it is the Brisbane City Council that sets fares and collects fare revenue, when we all know very well that it is the State Government who does that. While this is something, this is an initiative that should be rightly introduced by the State Government, they have declined the opportunity to do that. 


We even gave them the opportunity to introduce a similar package on their Queensland Rail network which they are wholly responsible for, and all they could do is make a cheap political response in return to that. So, we’re getting on with it. Seven weeks to go. I’m looking forward to the seniors of Brisbane getting out and about, taking advantage of that free off-peak travel. As I said, it will be on buses, ferries and CityCats.

Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Will the LORD MAYOR take a question?

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, will you take a question?


No, he won’t. 

LORD MAYOR, please continue.

LORD MAYOR:
But in honour of the Seniors Week this week, I can say that we’re having King George Square, Victoria Bridge, Reddacliff Place and the Story Bridge lit up in pink, purple and gold today and tomorrow night to acknowledge that Seniors Week and the contribution that seniors make to our great city. On Thursday, Victoria Bridge, Reddacliff Place, the Tropical Dome at Mt Coot-tha, the Story Bridge and King George Square will be lit up yellow for Daffodil Day. As we know, Daffodil Day is a major awareness day for cancer, run by the Cancer Council in each state and territory. 


On Sunday the Story Bridge and Victoria Bridge will be lit blue, green, white and yellow in recognition of Australian South Sea Islander Day of Recognition. This is the day the Federal Government officially recognised Australian South Sea Islanders as a distinct cultural group.


We have so many great and diverse cultural groups in our city, and it was an absolute delight to join a couple of them on the weekend, with the India Day Fair being held in the Roma Street Parklands, and thousands of people turning out to that event, and also that morning the Korean Society Festival here in King George Square as well. I want to thank all the different Councillors that attended those events. We had great representation. 


It was great to be joined by Councillor MARX for the Korean Festival, and also to be joined by many Councillors for the India Day Fair, including Charles STRUNK on the other side of the Chamber, but many from our side as well, including Vicki HOWARD, Councillor Amanda COOPER, Councillor Tracy DAVIS, Councillor Angela OWEN, Councillor Kim MARX and—have I missed anyone? Oh, yourself, that’s right, I did. Mr Chair—

Chair:
And Councillor ALLAN was also there.

LORD MAYOR:
And Councillor ALLAN, so we had a great contingent at the India Day Fair. So many people, I forgot a couple, apologies. But our Indian community makes such a great contribution, and it was great to have that event in Roma Street. 


Going forward to the formal items on the agenda today, item A is the resumption of land for park purposes at 97 Chalk Street, Lutwyche. Council is planning yet another new suburban park, this one located in Chalk Street, Lutwyche, as part of our $16.7 million commitment to delivery of parks across the city. 97 Chalk Street, Lutwyche is a 617 square metre parcel which has been identified in the Local Government Infrastructure Plan and Lutwyche Road Corridor neighbourhood plan as a proposed park. 


Council has already acquired nine of the surrounding properties for the creation of this parkland. The property at 97 Chalk Street is the tenth and final parcel of the land required for this proposed park. The total size will be 6,980 square metres in size. So this is yet another park, and it’s almost on a weekly basis we are seeing acquisitions coming through to the Chamber where we’re buying up land to build new parkland, buying up land for community purposes, and it is in stark contrast to the State Government that week after week wants to sell off property, whether it’s bushland or public housing. We have a distinctly different approach, which is to expand community facilities, not to flog them off. 

Item B is the QUU (Queensland Urban Utilities) Strategic Intent document. Previously, this Chamber has seen the QUU Corporate Plan, and that comes to the Chamber for approval each year. Now, however, because of the changes to the participation agreement, QUU will present a statement of strategic intent rather than a corporate plan, so this is a replacement of that corporate plan. The statement of strategic intent will require approval from Council every five years. The strategic plan outlines, just like the corporate plan did, the corporate and operational objectives, strategies and performance outcomes, financial plans and targets, participation return and estimated returns.

The corporate objectives of QUU are to ensure that they are customer focused while providing social and economic value, environmental leadership, foundational success and to provide a constructive corporate culture, while the financial plan anticipates that demand per person across South East Queensland will remain stable. It’s been interesting to see—and this is one of the genuine success stories of, I guess, water use management, not only on a national scale but a global scale. 


Before the drought struck back in the mid-2000s, household water use in Brisbane was up in the 200 litres per day per person, so we saw this massive use of water per household across the city, and we all remember the days when people used to hose down their driveways. I guess it was part of a culture until then. Then we had the drought, and everything changed. I have to say our water use has been consistently below that 200 litres ever since then. 


There have only been, you know, really few minor occasions where it has exceeded that. So, even more than a decade on from that drought, people’s water use continues to be at more sustainable levels, and the community deserves absolute credit for that. That is obviously something that QUU is very aware of and very supportive of. QUU have proposed $1.8 billion in infrastructure spend over the next five years, and this is to ensure that the supply meets the demand, and more than 670,000 dwellings predicted to be serviced by QUU by 2024.


Item C is the End of the Road cafe lease at Brunswick Street, New Farm. That is an existing cafe in place in an old ferry terminal. Together with Councillor HOWARD, I was very fortunate to be part of the official opening of that cafe many years ago, taking what was a disused Council asset, creating an opportunity for a cafe and public toilets at that location, and the lease that’s coming through today represents the continuation of the existing arrangement in place. So that business, that local small business, can continue to operate as they have successfully done.


In April this year, Council went out to tender, offering a lease for up to eight years. We received one tender response in response to our opening up of that process. The offer of a lease of six years was part of that, and it was from the current operator. After an assessment by Council officers, this submission was accepted. The lease is proposed to start on 1 October, the same day that the new seniors travel comes into play, and run for the six years from that point onwards. So, I wish the operators continued success and all the best for the future. I know that they are a small but much-loved cafe in that part of Brisbane, which Councillor HOWARD also knows very well. I think that’s it for the formal agenda items, Mr Chair. 
Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
Thanks, Chair; in relation to item A, we’re supportive. The city needs parks in areas where there’s multistorey development occurring. This resumption is necessary to complete the resumption of properties for the establishment of the new park, so we’re supportive of that.


In relation to item B, we do have some concerns about this item; just I think a lack of information would be the criticism I have of it. So some of the figures quoted are really—you can’t understand what they mean, I guess. I refer to page 4 of the document under the heading ‘Constructive Culture’. There’s reference to ‘embrace our leadership philosophy and create a work environment that delivers high performance’. The measure is growth in constructive leadership behaviour and the target, leader effectiveness, 4.5/5. Underneath it’s got trust index, 69%. Well, with respect, what does that mean? What does that mean?


Below, again, there’s positive comments, 75%; employee experience index, 68%. Well, yes, could mean anything. In relation to, on the next part of that page, under Foundational Success, the reference to the objective of becoming a truly customer centric business that delivers an effortless CX, and it’s got effortless customer experience, and the target is uplift in brand tracks, and I quote, perception of customer service score to 7.4%. Yes, not 7.3, not 7.5, not eight, 7.4.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor CUMMING:
‘What’s the highest and what’s the lowest?’ as Councillor STRUNK said. So generally, as I said, very, very vague. One thing about it is, as we all know, this organisation means Council gets a very large chunk of dividends every year and continues to do so into the future, with over—nearly $159 million being promised into the long term. Of course, this is the Council—despite this massive chunk of revenue every year, this is the Council that cut pensioner discounts for water just a few years ago, when they could have easily afforded to keep them going.


In relation to item C, the Stores Board submission, look, I think the—quite surprised by this, that there’d be only one tenderer interested in this. It seems a very good location to run a coffee shop, and given that’s a sort of pretty active market in and around Brisbane, the coffee shops, I think the Council has failed to, I suppose, failed to interest the market in the proposed lease. It’s quite surprising and quite disappointing that there’s only one applicant to apply to lease the property, the existing tenderer. For that reason, we don’t know whether this is a good deal or not for the ratepayers, and we won’t be supporting the item. 
Seriatim en bloc – Clauses B and C 
	Councillor Peter CUMMING requested that Clause B, QUEENSLAND URBAN UTILITIES DRAFT 2024 STATEMENT OF STRATEGIC INTENT, and Clause C, STORES BOARD SUBMISSION – LEASE AND OPERATION OF THE BRUNSWICK STREET COFFEE SHOP, LOCATED AT 1231a BRUNSWICK STREET, NEW FARM, be taken seriatim en bloc for voting purposes.


Chair:
Noted. 


Further speakers?


Councillor ALLAN.

Councillor ALLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise to speak on item B, the Queensland Urban Utilities Draft 2024 Statement of Strategic Intent. Mr Chair, I would note that Council continues to have a very strong collaborative working relationship with QUU. At the risk of potentially touching on some of the points the LORD MAYOR raised earlier, QUU provide water and sewerage services to more than 600,000 dwellings, covering over 14,000 square kilometres of area from Toowoomba to Moreton Island, and from the New South Wales border to Yabba State Forest, so a big operation, a big footprint. 


Throughout these communities, the QUU infrastructure network consists of 9,391 kilometres of water mains and 9,594 kilometres of sewerage mains, 109 water reservoirs, 61 water pump stations, 85 water boosters and 333 sewerage pump stations. So a very large operation, very capital intensive. As part of the participation agreement that went through this Chamber in May, QUU no longer will prepare a five-year corporate plan to be approved annually. Rather, QUU will prepare a strategic intent document, which we have before us today, and this will be reviewed every five years and approved by participating councils.


The requirement is that the majority of participating councils are required to approve the strategic intent. While dividend predictions have decreased since the previous corporate plan, overall dividends have increased since the change of methodology in the participation agreement. The change in methodology has meant that participating councils will receive a minimum dividend with the opportunity for up to 25% more if performance is good. So this is a positive change for councils, in that they have stability in actually preparing budgets and the like, and also ensures that QUU can properly budget for what, as you could appreciate, is a very, very extensive capital program. They need to continue to invest in upgrading and replacing their existing network, so that’s a critical requirement.


Having reviewed the strategic intent document, I can attest to the fact that a lot of the values that are espoused in that document I’ve seen at first hand recently. QUU were undertaking a really innovative water treatment solution in the Northgate Ward. They’ve engaged extensively with my office. It’s quite evident from that engagement that the values that are outlined here are being lived every day through that particular process. 


I’d also point to the point that Councillor CUMMING made: you know, this is a high-level corporate document. It’s meant to have a life of five years. It’s not the detailed annual operating plan that an organisation such as QUU would undertake on an annual basis, but certainly it gives an excellent snapshot of the relationship and how they’re going to operate with their stakeholders, which include not only the community but also their Council shareholders. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor HAMMOND.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise today to speak on item A, 97 Chalk Street, Lutwyche. As the LORD MAYOR rightfully said, 97 Chalk Street, Lutwyche was identified in the Lutwyche Neighbourhood Plan as a proposed park. This is the last purchase of land in this particular section; nine properties have already been purchased. So this will allow Council to proceed in developing a new park for the Lutwyche area. 


Mr Chair, I’d also like to put on the record that this Council, on this side of the Chamber, are determined to deliver more green spaces and more things for people to do in open space across this city, and I look forward to working with Councillor McLACHLAN to develop this park in the future. 

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, I just rise to speak on items B and C very briefly. Just with respect to item B, the QUU Statement of Strategic Intent, I just want to place on the record my concern about a number of things that I read in this report. Firstly, with respect to foundational success, we’re saying—it’s saying in this document that there will be a 10% increase in capacity utilisation. I’m really hoping that does not mean that we are going to just allow more and more development to be built, more and more usage of the existing inadequate sewer system in our city before upgrades will be undertaken.


Because in older suburbs like the ones I represent, there is a significant problem with cracks, breakage, leaking, both with sewers and with the water supply, and that is really problematic. So I’m a little bit concerned that there appears to be a target talking about increasing capacity utilisation of the existing assets, because that just will put more pressure back on a system now that is old and inadequate. So I don’t support that.


I also was concerned about the operational objectives. There’s response to unplanned water and sewerage interruptions. It seems to me that setting a benchmark of responding to urgent incidents, 80% within one hour, is not acceptable. Okay, 80% within one hour, but the other 20%, that’s not okay. We can wait up to a day in my area when we have water bubbling out of Ashby Street and Fairfield Road, and in one case almost a week to get it fixed. Now, that is water leaking out of the water mains. 


So there is a problem, I think, with how QUU are prioritising priority incidents and the timeframes in which they are addressing those incidents. Non-urgent incidents are 24 hours—they honestly can be well up to a week. 


But the biggest surprise in here, which is not really a surprise, is with respect to the financial targets. Now, the financial targets indicate that the dividend payments are going to rise this year, $177.5 million, back to the stakeholders, of which Brisbane City Council owns 85%. Then they’re forecast to be $156 million, $159 million, and $159 million going forward. Now, there is a little dip. So you’d be thinking, well, okay, QUU are forecasting that they’re going to have less revenue or less income, and they’re going to make capital investment that’s going to decrease the return to these shareholders, or they’re going to increase their infrastructure, or they’re going to offer rebates possibly to Brisbane residents. But no, none of that is happening.


When you look at the forecast financial statements, there are some very disturbing trends that are happening. From 19 to 20, revenue will increase by six per cent from $902 million to $957.5 million. The equivalent in expenses is increasing from $317.2 to $323.6—that’s a three per cent increase. So revenue is rising by six per cent; expenses are only rising by three per cent, and that’s over the next year. That’s not acceptable. 


In my view as a member of this Council and as a shareholder in QUU, QUU should not be profiting from the water and sewerage charges that it draws from the residents of Brisbane. I believe this is wrong, and I believe that we should be saying to QUU as a Council that we do not agree with this approach. 


But it gets worse. From then 19 to 20, sorry, 20 to 21, my apologies, 20 to 21, and I’m on page 7 of the document if anybody wants to follow along, net revenue is forecast to increase from $957.5 to $986.6, and that’s up from this year, $902. So over the two years, that is a 9.3% increase in revenue, 9.3% increase over two years. Expenses, however, are actually going to decrease from 20 to 21. They’re going to only increase by 1.3%, so the profit takes from QUU in 2021 is eight per cent up. So it’s up three per cent over the next year, and then up eight per cent over the two years. Now, that’s just not acceptable.


Meanwhile, as a shareholder, I would have thought Councillor ALLAN would stand up and say, well, that doesn’t make sense, because as he heard me say, the amount of distribution back to the shareholders in 2021 is $159 million, less than the $177 million this year. So why is it QUU is taking more revenue out of the people who pay for their services, for water and sewerage, why is it that they are going to optimise asset utilisation by 10%, which means basically try and get more out of degraded infrastructure and hold on to it for longer, and why is it that revenue is increasing out of kilter to expenses, which means QUU is pocketing increased profits? We can see that. Massively pocketing increased profits.


So I do not agree with what is proposed here. I think QUU is heading in the wrong direction. It should not be run as a big commercial company. It should be run I believe in the way of a not for profit company for the benefit of the shareholders, and that does not mean ripping money out of it to plug back into the budget, to pork barrel an LNP ward, which is what has been happening for the past 10 years. 


So, to me, we should be running it in a financially sustainable way that sees the customers of QUU getting value for money, that sees investment into the necessary infrastructure. I don’t know why we have to take profits back out of this company at all. Why don’t we just run it in a way that means that customers are not being charged huge amounts of money so Council can profit. Now, here’s an idea for you, LORD MAYOR. We’re an 85% shareholder in QUU. He’s not here, by the way, and this is why perhaps he doesn’t realise that I have ideas and others have ideas. The commercial profit motive of QUU is wrong. 

We as the 85% shareholder should be reassessing how the financial model of this organisation is run. In my view, we should be making it more equitable for customers by reducing the cost, and making sure we invest appropriately in the necessary infrastructure. Simply ripping $177 million or $160 million out for our Council to profit from, and then not put back into drainage, like, that money is not going into Council drainage, it’s going into LNP wards for a good pork barrel. 


So here’s an idea. QUU operating model needs to change. We need to make it financially responsible and sustainable. Oh, he’s back, excellent! He needs to read it. But this QUU financial model that’s all about profits and not about the proper investment that we need, and the proper services for people who are paying huge amounts of money for water and sewerage, simply so Brisbane City Council can rake in $177 million along with the other shareholding councils, that is wrong.


I believe that we need to change the financial model of how QUU works because clearly, as this strategic document shows, if it’s decided on here today, this Council is endorsing eight per cent increases to revenue of QUU. Now, that means simply that the cost to Brisbane residents for water and sewerage is going to increase. Now, we know how much the LORD MAYOR hates rates going up, so I’m sure he’s going to stand up and be outraged about how water and sewerage is going through the roof under his watch at Brisbane City Council.


Now, I’ve put an idea on the table about how we can change the way this financial model works. I don’t expect the LORD MAYOR will pay any attention. He’ll just stand up again next week and say no one’s got any ideas on this side of the Chamber. But for too long now QUU has taken money out of the hands of Brisbane residents unnecessarily. These are essential services that we should be supplying at an at-cost basis—

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, your time has expired.


Are there further speakers?

Councillor RICHARDS.

ADJOURNMENT:

	98/2019-20

At that time, 3.59pm, it was resolved on the motion of Councillor Kate RICHARDS, seconded by Councillor Kim MARX, that the meeting adjourn for a period of 15 minutes, to commence only when all Councillors had vacated the Chamber and the doors locked.
Council stood adjourned at 4.04pm.


UPON RESUMPTION:
Chair:
All right. Welcome back. 

Are there any further speakers? 

Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Mr Chair. I rise to speak on item A. Obviously, I’m supportive of this motion, but I—it struck me as a good example of the—one of the tensions or the inconsistencies in the Administration’s current strategy around the provision of green space, which is simply that this land is really expensive. These sites cost a lot of money and it’s good that we’re buying this site and it’s good that we’re completing this public park, but it makes visible how the Administration has kind of backed itself into a corner where it can no longer afford to provide enough public green space in rapidly growing parts of the city. 


With this neighbourhood plan, the Administration correctly included a new park within the Lutwyche area, but we’ve had other recent neighbourhood plans, such as around Dutton Park/Fairfield, for example, or Kangaroo Point peninsula, when new public parks haven’t been included despite increased densification and rezoning for higher density development. So there’s a problem here where it costs the Administration so much money to deliver new public green space in inner city areas, in areas where land is valued highly that we’re falling behind on our green space targets.


I guess my broad concern here is that we’ve seen the Administration announce one or two modest acquisitions, but it’s going nowhere near enough—far enough to address the chronic shortage of public green space we’re seeing in inner city areas. Part of the reason we were able to afford this land is because it was identified for parkland before it was up-zoned, whereas in other parts of the city we’ve up-zoned sites that rapidly increase their value and that makes it much more expensive to buy them back. 


So I guess I’m quite supportive of this, but I’m really concerned about the broader trend we’re seeing here, where in suburbs like Woolloongabba, Kangaroo Point, Dutton Park, et cetera, we are not providing enough new public green space to cater for our growing population and I think it’s important the Chair acknowledges that, rather than seeking to paint a picture of everything’s fine, we’re building new parks, don’t worry about it, when actually we’re falling well behind our own targets in the—and desired standards of service in the City Plan. 


The desired standards of service are very clear about how much public green space needs to be provided per 1,000 residents or per a certain number of employees and we are not meeting those desired standards of service in terms of the provision of new public green space. So while this particular acquisition is to be commended, overall, we’re falling further and further behind and every week goes by where this Council doesn’t bring more park acquisitions into this Chamber, we’re falling further behind. 


So I hope this Chamber understands and recognises that one house or a couple of lots here and there is not enough to address this issue. We need to drastically increase the amount of land and the number of sites we’re buying for parkland in inner city areas, it’s not enough to just buy a house here or there. It’s certainly not enough just to convert existing green spaces like Victoria Park. We actually need to create new public parks and buy more land and I’m very concerned that that’s not happening at the moment.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor McLACHLAN.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise to speak briefly on item A and it’s good to hear Councillor SRI sort of agreeing with the Administration for a change. I know he’ll always try to make or take an example of something we’re doing that he sort of broadly supports, to then go on to make another political point. But the fact is that there is a very understandable logic attached to this particular purchase. It’s not, as he said, a case of this being identified before the up‑zoning, is the words that he used. This was all part of the Lutwyche neighbourhood plan that all came out at the same time. 


So to his argument, through you, Mr Chair, the up-zoning, to use his words, occurred at the same as the identification as the need for the space. So it was consistent or complementary.

Councillor SRI:
A point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Will Councillor McLACHLAN take a question?

Chair:
Councillor McLACHLAN, will you take a question?

Councillor McLACHLAN:
Sure. I’ll—
Chair:
Yes, he will.

Councillor SRI:
Thank you for that. So just for my understanding, was this particular site zoned for higher density development or was the process to zone it from residential to parkland?

Councillor McLACHLAN:
So the answer to your question, Councillor SRI, is that the Lutwyche neighbourhood plan identified an area where up-zoning could or should apply, because its proximity to a transport corridor—that was a universally accepted plan—either side of Lutwyche Road, as a consequence of that Lutwyche neighbourhood plan. It also identified an area that would be necessary for provision of a park. The area where the park is being created, was not up-zoned for medium or residential development. It is low residential development. That’s the blocks that are currently there.


Ten blocks. So this creates a park of about 5,000 square metres in an area of the northside that is underdone in the provision of parks. That’s the great thing about the—well, it used to be the Priority Infrastructure Plan. Now, the LGIP, the Local Government Infrastructure Plan, is that it identifies the need for public and open space to provide for the offsets for the increase in density that’s occurring. So, look, this is the last parcel in a—in the acquisition of several parcels. I think there were nine other parcels that have been acquired, all with negotiation of the owners of those blocks.


It was identified nearly 10 years ago as the location for a park. This was the last holdout site that is now being resumed and it will allow for a rapid creation of a new park. I know the work has been done to design the park already. As soon as this block has been brought into Council ownership—I know that the plan is shovel ready, ready to go and put a great new park on the northside of the city in the Hamilton Ward for the time being, but we’ll see what happens with boundary changes. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor COOPER.

Councillor COOPER:
Thank you very much, Mr Chair. Mr Chair, I rise to speak to item C, the End of the Road lease at 1231a Brunswick Street, New Farm. I just wanted to respond to some comments made by Councillor CUMMING and suggested that Council had failed to interest the market in the lease. He said, I quote from him, Councillor CUMMING, that is, we don’t know if it’s a good deal for the ratepayer, unquote. Well, there actually is quite a bit of information provided in the submission. 


Some of it is Commercial-in-Confidence, of course, Mr Chair, but it’s there for all Councillors to read as to the criteria that was put forward by Council in determining what was or was not a good deal for Council. So I completely reject those comments made by Councillor CUMMING. I also note that perhaps Councillor CUMMING is unaware of this specific location. It’s an old ferry terminal, so it is a repurposed building, which had very significant limitations. There was a development application that went through and there was specific conditions of how that building would operate. 


So basically it has approved hours to operate from 6am to 6pm. That includes delivery and unloading. So if you’re trying to run a business, a small, in fact, very, very small business, you do have to take into consideration the limitations that this would place on you. And of course, we understand that this proprietor would be seeking to run their business and run it successfully, so there would be some limitations. And in fact, the actual dimensions of that site are also worth noting. So the lease area A is 43 square metres. So it’s an estimate of 43 square metres, so not a large facility.


Then licence area A and trustee lease area B is 71 square metres. Again, an estimate of those sizes. So this is not a large facility. It is operating as a coffee shop and I believe they also sell pre-packaged snacks. It is not a venue for people to have significant and large events in a specific location. It is really a very convenient, a very attractive little spot, but certainly not one where there are a whole lot of options for the proposed tenant to make a significant return on their investment. So, Council officers took this out to tender on—and it went out and there was an offer for a lease to go up to eight years. 


We actually advertised it on our tender portal, so it went out the portal on 19 April 2019, as well as in The Courier-Mail in the public tenders section. So we put that out and then we closed the RFP on 24 May and, in fact, we actually got some comments about it in one of the Quest papers, City North News actually talked about it. So I think that’s pretty good advertising, as well as the paid advertising that Council undertook. So I completely reject the comments made by Councillor CUMMING. I think that that was ill-informed. 


I note he doesn’t seem to be very supportive of small business, while we on this side of the Chamber are incredibly passionate about the people that certainly, I think, drive our economy as a city. We think this is an excellent outcome. We really look forward to the tenant continuing to deliver great services for local community and Councillor CUMMING’s comments, I believe, were ill‑informed. Thank you very much, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers?


There being none, LORD MAYOR. 

No? 

I will now put the resolution. 


Firstly, on item A. 

Clause A put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause A of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.
Clauses B and C put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clauses B and C of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.
Thereupon, Councillors Peter CUMMING and Charles STRUNK immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 20 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Amanda COOPER, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.
NOES: 1 -
Councillor Jonathan SRI.

ABSTENTIONS: 5 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Peter CUMMING, and Councillors Jared CASSIDY, Kara COOK, Steve GRIFFITHS and Charles STRUNK.
The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
The Right Honourable, the Lord Mayor (Councillor Adrian Schrinner) (Chair); Deputy Mayor (Councillor Krista Adams) (Deputy Chair); and Councillors Adam Allan, Matthew Bourke, Amanda Cooper, Fiona Hammond, Vicki Howard and Peter Matic.

A
RESUMPTION OF LAND FOR PARK PURPOSES LOCATED AT 97 CHALK STREET, LUTWYCHE


161/20/439/257

99/2019-20
1.
The Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the information below.

2.
The subject property located at 97 Chalk Street, Lutwyche, is described as Lot 2 on RP43297 and comprises a site area of 617 m2 (described in Attachment B, submitted on file). The subject property is improved with an owner-occupied highset brick dwelling and is zoned Open space in Brisbane City Plan 2014. A copy of the plan for the subject property (shaded yellow) is set out in Attachment C (submitted on file). The subject property is outlined in red in the locality plan set out in Attachment D (submitted on file).

3.
The subject property is identified in the Brisbane Local Government Infrastructure Plan and Lutwyche Road corridor neighbourhood plan as proposed parkland. The subject property is one of 10 properties required by Council for the development of Chalk Street Park. Of the 10 properties required, Council has acquired nine. Council endeavoured to secure the last remaining subject property by negotiation but was unsuccessful. 

4.
On 10 April 2019, the Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, approved the issuing of a Notice of Intention to Resume over the subject property. Council issued the notice on 17 May 2019. No objection was received.

5.
Upon completion of the formal resumption process, all interests in the resumed land are converted to a right to claim compensation, pursuant to the provisions of the Acquisition of Land Act 1967. Negotiations concerning compensation will run concurrent with the formal resumption process.
6.
The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

7.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL RESOLVE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DRAFT RESOLUTION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A

Draft Resolution
DRAFT RESOLUTION TO RESUME LAND FOR PARK PURPOSES, LOCATED AT 97 CHALK STREET, LUTWYCHE

1.
As:

(i)
on 17 May 2019, Council, in accordance with the provisions of the Acquisition of Land Act 1967, issued a Notice of Intention to Resume the privately-owned land identified in Attachment B (submitted on file)
(ii)
no objection in writing was received to the notice from the owners described in Attachment B (submitted on file), 

then Council is of the opinion that:

(i)
the land described in Attachment B (submitted on file) is required for park purposes

(ii)
it is necessary to take the said land.

2.
Council approves City Legal, City Administration and Governance, making the required application for the approval of the Minister for Natural Resources, Mines and Energy, for the taking of the land and registered interests under the Acquisition of Land Act 1967.

3.
Council approves the clearing of improvements on the land.
ADOPTED
B
QUEENSLAND URBAN UTILITIES DRAFT 2024 STATEMENT OF STRATEGIC INTENT


109/40/298/101, 140/695/583/13, 140/695/583/14 and 140/695/583/15

100/2019-20
8.
The Divisional Manager, Organisational Services, provided the information below.

9.
In accordance with recent changes to the Central SEQ Distributor-Retailer Authority Participation Agreement, Queensland Urban Utilities (QUU) is required to prepare a Strategic Statement of Intent every five years to be approved by special majority of participants.

10.
The draft QUU 2024 Statement of Strategic Intent (draft SSI) is attached in Attachment A (submitted on file) for participant consultation and approval.

11.
The draft SSI provides the following information.

-
Corporate and operational objectives, strategies and performance outcomes.

-
Financial plans and targets, including assets.

-
Participation return policy and estimated participant returns.

-
Strategic risks and mitigations.

12.
The strategic direction is developed in consultation with the QUU Board, Executive Management and Managers within QUU.

13.
The five-year financial forecasts are updated for the new period based on updated assumptions and statistics and planned capital investment. The forecasts represent changes in capital expenditure and operational expenditure to deliver sustainable outcomes for customers and participants.

14.
Key aspects of QUU’s five-year financial forecasts:

-
per capita demand is forecast to remain stable

-
small price increases broadly in line with inflation over the next five years

-
costs broadly expected to increase in line with inflation with some offset of benefits gained through productivity and process improvements 

-
capital program of $1.845 million over the five-year financial forecast period 

-
forecast dividends over the four years from 2019-20 to 2022-23 have reduced by $35.7 million compared to the previous corporate plan as a result of reduced price paths and revenue.
15.
The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

16.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL APPROVE THE QUEENSLAND URBAN UTILITIES DRAFT 2024 STATEMENT OF STRATEGIC INTENT, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A (submitted on file).
ADOPTED
C
STORES BOARD SUBMISSION – LEASE AND OPERATION OF THE BRUNSWICK STREET COFFEE SHOP, LOCATED AT 1231a BRUNSWICK STREET, NEW FARM


165/830/179/570 and 112/445/444/398-002

101/2019-20
17.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the information below.

18.
The Chief Executive Officer and the Stores Board considered the submission, as set out in Attachment A (submitted on file), on 16 July 2019.

19.
The submission is recommended to Council as it is considered the most advantageous outcome for the provision of the required services.
20.
Commercial-in-Confidence details have been removed from this report, highlighted in yellow and replaced with the word [Commercial-in-Confidence].
Purpose

21.
That the Stores Board recommends approval to enter into a lease for the operation of the Brunswick Street Coffee Shop, located at 1231a Brunswick Street, New Farm, with Meridian Zero Pty Ltd as Trustee for Pan Family Trust trading as End of the Road Coffee (Meridian Zero) for a term of six years.
Background/operational impact
22.
Following construction of the Brunswick Street Coffee Shop located at 1231a Brunswick Street, New Farm, in 2013, an operator (as lessee) has occupied this coffee shop. The approved hours of operation are 6am to 6pm daily, which includes delivery and unloading.
23.
The Brunswick Street Coffee Shop is constructed on Council owned land with the deck encroaching onto the adjacent trust land.
24.
The lease expired on 11 December 2018 and the current lessee has been holding over on a month-to-month basis under the provisions of the lease. The holdover provision also allowed for the new tender to be run and for any potential transition between lessees.
25.
The delay in progressing the market engagement strategy was due to delays in Council receiving agreement from the Queensland Government’s Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy for the continued use of the adjacent deck as a café seating area. This issue has been resolved and the deck seating area will be documented by an associated trust lease, with the commencement date subject to Ministerial consent.
26.
The new tender process sought to establish a lease for a period not exceeding eight years, with minimal changes to the current lease terms.
27.


	What is being leased and why:
	The Brunswick Street Coffee Shop, located at 1231a Brunswick Street, New Farm.

	Pre-market approval:
	16 April 2019 by the Chief Executive Officer (through the Stores Board).

	Process used:
	Request for Proposals (RFP) (with negotiations) 

	Closing date for responses:
	24 May 2019

	Offer validity period expiry date:
	21 September 2019

	Pre-market approval adhered to? 
	Yes


Summary of responses

28.

	Name
	Registered address,

ABN and ACN
	Weighted Evaluation Criteria Score

	Meridian Zero Pty Ltd as Trustee for Pan Family Trust trading as End of Road Coffee^
	8 Von Nida Street

Upper Mount Gravatt Qld 4122

ABN: 91 156 001 660

ACN: 156 001 660
	73


^ Incumbent lessee
Evaluation of response

29.
Evaluation Criteria:

(a)
Mandatory/essential criteria: 

Meets essential requirements stated in the letter of offer and draft lease, including:

-
initial term of the lease proposed does not exceed eight years

-
operational hours and duration meet the minimum requirements

-
accessibility for the general public and key user groups

-
insurance certificate requirements

-
tenderer can meet direct charges.
(b)
Non-price weighted evaluation criteria:
	Weighted evaluation criteria
	Weighting

(%)

	Commercial terms offered (including rental revenue streams)
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Experience and expertise (including understanding of industry)
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Quality and nature of offer (business knowledge and pricing policy)
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Differentiation and appeal (marketing and targeting customers)
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Value-adding opportunities (innovation)
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Total:
	100


30.
Addenda issued:

None

31.
Submissions not considered further as lodged late:

None

32.
Submissions not considered further as incomplete/non-conforming:

None

33.
Submissions not considered due to failing a mandatory criterion:

None

34.
Initial evaluation:

The tenderer was assessed to establish if they met the Council’s essential requirements.

35.
Shortlisting and additional stages:

Not applicable
36.
Summarise any clarification/modification/negotiation of tenders undertaken:

The Evaluation Team sought clarification from the tenderer on proposed annual rent review amounts and fit-out improvements contained within its tender submission.

Recommended tenderer/s (most advantageous outcome for Council)

37.
Most advantageous

The recommended tenderer is Meridian Zero for the following reasons:

-
it provided a clear vision statement including proposed marketing initiatives, menu and sound business case

-
it offered a realistic rental proposal in view of surrounding competition and sales projections

-
it offered a six-year term, in line with the tender provision of a term up to eight years.

38.
Environmental management, quality assurance, access and equity, zero harm and support for locally produced and Australian products:

Meridian Zero met the requirements to the satisfaction of the Evaluation Team. The recommended tenderer is a local business with a local employee base.

39.
Risks associated with this lease (including mitigation strategies):

Standard for this type of lease. 

40.
Is this contract listed as a critical contract requiring the contractor to have in place a Business Continuity Plan approved by Council? 

No
Contract proposed

41.


	Lease type:
	Council’s corporate standard for leasing 

	All non-compliances with lease conditions and specifications resolved?
	Yes

	Term of lease:
	Six years

	Price basis:
	Annual base rent, annual base rent increase and percentage rent based on turnover.

	Price variation:
	The revenue is not subject to variation other than annual Consumer Price Index (CPI) increases on each anniversary of the commencement date of the lease. 

	Commencement date of Arrangement:
	Estimated 1 October 2019 

	Lease preparation:
	Prepared by City Legal, City Administration and Governance.



Revenue and funding

42.
Estimated revenue to be a base rent of:

Base rent of $26,000 per annum increased annually by CPI on the anniversary of the lease commencement date, plus a percentage of gross revenue per annum as follows:

-
0.75% between $250,000 - $299,999

-
1% between $300,000 - $349,000

-
1.25% between $350,000 - $399,999

-
1.5% between $400,000 - $499,999

-
2% above $500,000.

43.
Sufficient approved budget to meet the total spend under this arrangement? 

Entering into the lease is not anticipated to directly commit Council to provide any funding to the lessee. However, Council may be required to fund the capital replacement of ancillary equipment servicing the tenancy, such as grease trap and hot water system.
44.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.
45.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT THE STORES BOARD RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING.

(1)
Entering into a lease with Meridian Zero Pty Ltd as Trustee for Pan Family Trust trading as End of the Road Coffee for the operation of the Brunswick Street Coffee Shop, located at 1231a Brunswick Street, New Farm, on the following basis.

A base rent of $26,000 per annum increased by Consumer Price Index on the anniversary of the lease commencement date, plus a percentage of gross revenue per annum:

-
0.75% between $250,000 - $299,999

-
1% between $300,000 - $349,000

-
1.25% between $350,000 - $399,999

-
1.5% between $400,000 - $499,999

-
2% above $500,000.

(2)
A lease term of six years.

(3)
The Asset Portfolio Management Manager, Asset Management, Brisbane Infrastructure, is authorised to manage the lease on Council’s behalf.
ADOPTED
PUBLIC AND ACTIVE TRANSPORT, ECONOMIC AND TOURISM DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

The DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, Chair of the Public and Active Transport, Economic and Tourism Development Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Tracy DAVIS that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 13 August 2019, be adopted.
Chair:
DEPUTY MAYOR.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Last week’s presentation was on our 2019 INAS Global Games Brisbane. I’m hoping that everybody in the Chambers is very aware of this very large, elite sporting event that is coming to Brisbane in October to focus on those spectacular athletes and their sporting events that they have an intellectual impairment. It’s on from 12-19 October, which is only just eight weeks away, I think, if we’re counting down seniors travel to seven weeks away. It’s held once every four years and this is the first time that it’s taking place in the Asia Pacific region. 


So we are absolutely thrilled to have this incredible event here in Brisbane. More than 1,000 competitors from over the world going for gold. 37 countries committed already. We’re hoping we’re going to hit 50 in total. Countries like Belgium, Ecuador, Egypt, Hong Kong, Iceland, Mali, Mexico, Switzerland and USA and, of course, China is going to be here for the first time this year as well. So we have got 10 sports that athletes are going to be competing in. Athletics, basketball, cricket, cycling (road and track), futsal, rowing, indoor and outdoor swimming, table tennis, taekwondo and tennis. 


The athletics, swimming and table tennis are internationally sanctioned events, so therefore they’re pathways to the Paralympics and therefore very highly attended, so the competition is going to be very, very high. It’s being hosted by the Global Games Sporting Company. Robyn and Greg and the team are doing an absolutely amazing job. We’re very proud to have sponsored them with the cash sponsorship of $300,000 from Council, $150,000 from the Lord Mayor’s Charitable Trust and about $1.7 million in kind between Council and Brisbane Marketing. 


So we have also just announced recently the Next Gen Sporting Chance Grants, which are from $200 to $1,000 for scholarships for those elite athletes—of up to $1,500, so we’re looking forward to those Brisbane resident athletes with an intellectual impairment being able to represent their school, city, region, state or potentially Australia at the INAS Games in Brisbane as well. So thank you very much to the Lord Mayor’s Charitable Trust and to Brisbane Marketing for getting onboard as well. 12-19 October. It’s going to be absolutely fantastic. We’re going to have some keynote speakers out here, because we will have a sports summit on for the two days before the start.


Andrew Parsons from the International Paralympic Committee will be here. Kate Palmer, our Chief Executive Officer of Sports Australia and Leon Anderson, Australian CEO of Paralympics as well. So the opening ceremony is a parade through Queen Street Mall down to an opening ceremony in King George Square on 12 October. I hope that all Councillors will advertise it to their residents and get them along to support these fantastic athletes as well. Last week, we also had two petitions, both of them to do with our bus stop upgrades and removal program that we’re doing across Brisbane.


Brisbane City Council has nearly 6,000 or over 6,000 bus stops. We are working hard toward disability compliance with those bus stops. Some of those bus stops will never be getting disability compliance on and we’ll be working through that with the Federal Government in the legislation. As we rolled out this program, we are working with TransLink as well, because they saw the opportunities of some amalgamations of bus stops as well, when bus stops were within 150—less 200 metres of each other along busy routes, that they may be able to get some efficiencies on bus stop removals as well. 


The two that we had before us last week, the first one was the Milsom Street bus stop removal. There was a miscommunication with the appointed contractor. The removals were supposed to be signposted there and then consultation done with the residents around that immediate area for the removal. This wasn’t done before the removal actually occurred, so the J-pole was reinstated at the site straightaway and the bus stop returned to its former use. Can I thank Councillor CUNNINGHAM for her representations. 


She brought that issue to my attention very quick smart, so we could get that bus stop reinstated and made sure that the consultation occurred straightaway. What we did hear clearly from residents is there still is a lot of seniors in that area around that bus stop that does like that bus stop a little bit closer to where their residence are than further down the street. So, as such, the bus stop will be reinstalled to its original location and now we will do the upgrade with the shelter and the DDA (Disability Discrimination Act 2005) compliance. The Blunder Road bus stop removal was slightly different. 


Again, this one was about the access and accessibility. This bus stop was relocated on Blunder Road. It had buses picking up passengers in the middle of a signal lights crossing and I do realise that that was closer to the Aveo site at Durack than where it’s there at the moment, but I don’t think anybody could agree that it’s appropriate to make—to get residents picked up in the middle of a signal lights crossing by a bus. So therefore the accessibility upgrade came around to the solution to relocate it to make sure that we did make it disability compliant, particularly for those senior residents at Aveo Durack as well. 


So it was located 100 metres down the road in a much safer location. Some of these residents are not happy and I do understand that about this relocation. But I do hope that the local Councillor and my response back to them as well is listened to, that Durack is serviced by Council Cabs program and that the residents can access that throughout the week as well if they’ve been inconvenienced by the relocation. Councillor GRIFFITHS was consulted and did not agree. Councillor STRUNK was also consulted, but did not provide a response. I will leave the debate the Chamber. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Okay. Further speakers?


Councillor COOK.

Councillor COOK:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise to enter the debate on Item B, the petition requesting the inbound bus stop 497A located at Milsom Street at Bottomley Park, Norman Park be immediately reinstated by Council with a shelter. Mr Chair, these petitions were initiated by myself as local Councillor. They were signed by 60 signatories after I doorknocked the area, the vast majority of whom live in the Morningside and Coorparoo Wards. 


Mr Chair, my residents signed this petition after this LNP Council unilaterally removed this stop with no consultation and no notification to either myself as the local Councillor nor to the directly impacted residents. If this sounds familiar, Mr Chair, it is, because just a few weeks ago we were talking about the unilateral installation of garden beds with dead plants at The Corso, again, with no consultation and no notification. Mr Chair, here we are, again, another backflip by this unelected LNP LORD MAYOR and LNP Council.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor COOK:
As the Leader of the Opposition has said, the backflips just keep coming. It is not until Labor and the media shine a light on these issues that the LNP take action. Mr Chair, they take action in circumstances where they should have known better. It is not for us to give the LORD MAYOR a call, as he seems to think, and ask nicely for action. If any Councillor on this side of the Chamber, probably with the exception of Councillor TOOMEY, has had success with that strategy, please let me know. It sounds like Councillor CUNNINGHAM, in these circumstances, has, which is fantastic for her. 


That certainly hasn’t been my experience. Any issue I have taken to the LORD MAYOR or relevant Chairs seems to be the green light for dragging the chain a bit slower or providing a half-baked response which never really answers the questions that are asked. I know that this is also the case when the media asks questions of this Administration. Sometimes, they don’t get a response at all. Sometimes, they even get a door slammed in their face—

Councillor ADAMS:
A point of order, Mr Chair.

Councillor COOL:
—quite literally, Mr Chair.

Chair:
A point of order to you, Councillor ADAMS.

Councillor ADAMS:
Could we bring the pre-written speech back to the petition, which is the Milsom Street bus stop.

Chair:
As always, Councillors are expected to remain on topic. 

Councillor COOK.

Councillor COOK:
Thank you. I didn’t know that it was an issue to have a pre-prepared speech or to do my homework, Mr Chair, but I’m sorry to—if that’s inconvenient to—

Councillors interjecting.

Councillor COOK:
—Councillor ADAMS with her folder of pre-written speeches over there. I know, Mr Chair, that this latest backflip has seen the reinstating of this bus stop—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor COOPER:
—and logic has prevailed, but not before causing considerable distress to local residents, who contacted both myself and Councillor CUNNINGHAM about this issue. Three separate Council bus services operate on Milsom Street, Mr Chair, and the bus stop is in front of the home of the Easts Rugby Club. Mr Chair, this bus stop should never have been removed and now ratepayers are picking up the bill, which is thousands of dollars of ratepayer funds again wasted in this latest bungle. This LNP administration is ripping out bus stops across the city, a basic essential service for the suburbs. 


Who knows, Mr Chair, how many more there are across the city? I know that Councillor CUNNINGHAM called this the mysterious case of the disappearing bus stop. Mr Chair, there was nothing mysterious about it. But I do thank Councillor CUNNINGHAM for also supporting this reinstatement, which obviously benefits the residents both in my ward and in hers. Mr Chair, I just want to finish by putting on record some of the community feedback about this removal. 


Gordon says: ‘The bus travelling ratepayers and residents are not happy with Council decisions to eliminate random bus stops and making it inconvenient.’ Couldn’t agree more, Gordon. Fiona says: ‘Thanks to everyone who spoke up about this. It’s so weird that a bus stop just disappears. Not as weird as the BCC saying it was miscommunication though.’ Adele says: ‘Convenient bus stops are hugely important to Brisbanites. Don’t ever remove them without consulting the locals first.’ But I think Alan should have the last word. He simply says: ‘Incompetence.’ And that’s where I’ll leave it, Mr Chair. LNP equals incompetence.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Yes. Thanks, Mr Chair, and there must be a theme today, because I also want to speak on how we’re going with bus stops and in particular the bus—this is item C—the bus stop as it relates to bus stop 70 on Blunder Road at Durack. This has been one that has caused great consternation for residents of Aveo out in my area, who use this bus stop primarily to get to the local shopping centre. Council apparently has done a great job in terms of making the bus stop disability compliant, but at the same time we’ve made it less accessible for people who actually want to use the bus stop to get to the shops. 


So these people—these residents from Aveo are now telling me they have to walk further, that it is harder for them to get to the bus stop and that it is more inconvenient for them to get to the bus stop. They didn’t want the bus stop placed down the hill. They wanted the bus stop kept where it was. One of the biggest problems with this whole project, the whole way this has been run, has been the lack of consultation, because this is one of those bus stops that’s on the boundary of two wards. Because you’re on the boundary of two wards, you don’t get consulted if your ward is across the street. 


So those residents across the road didn’t get consulted, didn’t get included and we didn’t take into account their concerns. So it wasn’t until the bus stop was being reconstructed that we actually found out that the bus stop was going to be moved. So it was too late to take action. I think that’s really one of the downsides of the way the Administration is working at the moment is that they work on these very strict ward boundaries and it seems that we can’t communicate across that boundary to the benefit of residents of Brisbane. Surely, that’s who we’re here for, are the residents of Brisbane.


So I wasn’t consulted, all the residents of Aveo weren’t consulted and what we got is this outcome with hundreds of people signing this petition. They’re signing it, because they want the bus stop reinstated. I think it’s reasonable to have the bus stop reinstated, but, no, this Council won’t do it, because it meets compliance. So we’re actually the very people that we say we’re serving are the very people that we aren’t serving. We aren’t looking after our residents in terms of using this bus stop and using public transport. 


What’s even worse is the residents—I went and had a look at this on the weekend—were telling me how uneven the footpath is to this new bus stop and I just don’t understand why we can’t at least even make the footpath functional, so that they can catch this bus. It is really disappointing that this administration is so set on meeting compliance, but actually not interested in delivering for residents. In terms of the residents out there, to June and all the residents who signed the petition, I said that I’d mention you and mention the fine work that you’ve done in putting this petition together. 


I’ve talked about some of the issues in terms of them getting their partners, their husbands, their wives onto the buses and unfortunately this Council and this Administration aren’t concerned with listening. They’re just concerned with going through the bureaucratic process, not consulting properly and hence delivering results that don’t meet the community’s needs. I think a much better solution could have been reached with this with a bit of common sense. Unfortunately, common sense wasn’t applied in this situation. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor STRUNK.

Councillor STRUNK:
Yes. Thank you. Thank you, Mr Chair. Listen, I just want to clarify an issue that was raised by Councillor ADAMS in regards to my commenting on this particular petition. I was fairly sure that I had made comment and so I’ve just texted my ward advisor and she indicates to me that we’ve made comment on this petition on the recommendation about three to four weeks ago. But I will chase that up tomorrow and send it off to Councillor ADAMS too for her consideration maybe at next week’s meeting and maybe she could then clarify her original statement. Thank you.

Chair: 
Further speakers?


DEPUTY MAYOR.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I think Councillor COOK said it very clearly that the first thing that she goes to is the media when there’s an issue about that. 

Councillor interjecting.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
I would have loved to have heard from Councillor COOK, but I did hear from Councillor CUNNINGHAM straightaway and it was reinstated before a petition, before it got to the media or any of that. It is a process that’s worked through.

Councillor interjecting.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Maybe she does need to speak to Councillor CASSIDY. He did contact me. Very soon. Not in the Chamber. Again, hasn’t been for most of the afternoon. But—

Councillor interjecting.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
—Councillor CASSIDY—

Councillor SRI:
A point of order, Mr Chair.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
—contacted me very quickly.

Chair:
A point of order to you, Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Just for the stated record, I wanted to note that the LORD MAYOR also hasn’t been in the Chamber for most of the afternoon.

Chair:
Okay. Well, that’s not a point of order. 

DEPUTY MAYOR.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Glad to see the ALP and Green/Labor alliance is working very, very well. Councillor CASSIDY worked through the process. We’re still working through the process of what’s happened with his bus stop when he contacted me. We have been communicating back and forth about how we deal with the concerns around one of his bus stops as well. But going to the media is definitely not the way to get things resolved. It’s not the reason why there was a change on this site. We consulted, as I said. There was a lack of consultation. They moved too quickly. We consulted, it was reinstated. 


The J-pole was put back as soon as it became apparent to us as well. I do need to just say though it’s very interesting that when Councillor COOK—sorry. Through you, Mr Chair. When Councillor COOK is so quite concerned about getting the locals to have a say that they make sure that they get the national ALP organiser, Lucy Collier to have her say about what she thinks on the bus stop as well. Very, very convenient. 


With regards to the Aveo Durack site, I have to say I do absolutely not agree with Councillor GRIFFITHS, that he thinks that it’s reasonable, but I think that team thinks many things are reasonable that I don’t think are reasonable—that it’s reasonable that the bus stop go back to where it was in the middle of a pedestrian crossing for seniors to hop on a bus in a middle of a traffic signalisation. 


The first I’ve heard of raised from any local Councillor that the footpath needs to be addressed heading to that bus stop, it’s not part of the program that we instigate, the footpath for 100 metres up to that bus stop, but I’m sure it’s something that they can look at with the Suburban Enhancement Fund as well. What we did was make sure that when we knew it was not reasonable to keep the bus stop where it was, that we worked to the closest site possible to the existing bus stop that could be made safe and accessible. 

What I think that is reasonable, that we have provided a safe and accessible bus stop for the residents of that retirement village and, of course, we also have Council Cabs, if they require to get to their shopping centre, their closest shopping centre. I’m not sure about Durack. I know some suburbs have twice a week. Some suburbs have three times a week. But it’s something, rather than running the hysteria, that maybe they should go and sit with their residents and talk about how it’s now safe and accessible and what they do need to support them to move to the shops and explain the Council Cab process as well.
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Public and Active Transport, Economic and Tourism Development Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Krista Adams (Chair), Councillor Tracy Davis (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Jared Cassidy, David McLachlan, Angela Owen and Jonathan Sri.
A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – INAS GLOBAL GAMES BRISBANE 2019 

102/2019-20
1.
Trish Levey, Healthy and Vibrant Communities Manager, Connected Communities, Lifestyle and Community Services, and Andrew Dunlop, Team Support Officer, INAS Global Games Project Team, City Administration and Governance, attended the meeting to provide an update on the 2019 INAS Global Games (INASGG). They provided the information below.  

2.
The Committee was shown a video of previous INASGG. 

3.
INASGG will be held in Brisbane from 12-19 October 2019, hosted by Global Games Sports Company (GGSC). INASGG is the largest elite sporting event for athletes with an intellectual impairment. 
4.
Athletes are classified into three eligibility criteria:
· II1 – Intellectual Impairment

· II2 – Down Syndrome and Intellectual Impairment

· II3 – Determination of IQ above 75 and diagnosis of Autism.
5.
There are 10 sports included in the three paralympic pathways: 
· athletics

· basketball

· cricket 

· cycling (road and track)
· futsal

· rowing (indoor and on water)
· swimming
· table tennis
· taekwondo

· tennis. 

6.
INASGG supporters include: 

· Federal Government
· State Government

· Brisbane City Council

· corporate sponsors.
7.
The committee was provided an update on current participation figures, consisting of approximately 1,300 attendees consisting of athletes and officials.  

8.
There are 37 countries that are financially committed to attending INASGG, with organisers anticipating 48 in total. A large number of countries are dependent on government funding. Participating countries include Belgium, Ecuador, Egypt, Hong Kong, Iceland, Mali, Mexico, Switzerland and USA. China will be sending a team for the first time this year.

9.
The Committee was shown the schedule for INASGG, including the venue for each sport.
10.
The 2019 Sports Summit will be held on 10-11 October 2019 at Suncorp Stadium. The Lord Mayor will open the event and there will be keynote speakers including:


-
Andrew Parsons, Brazil, President, International Paralympic Committee


-
Stephen Frost, United Kingdom, Founder, Frost Included

-
Professor Jennifer Mactavish, Canada, Dean of Yates School of Graduate Studies, Ryerson University


-
Kate Palmer, Australia, Chief Executive Officer, Sport Australia


-
Lynne Anderson, Australia, Chief Executive Officer, Paralympics Australia.

11. 
The Committee was provided an update on upcoming INASGG events:

· Opening Ceremony – 12 October 2019

· procession through Queen Street Mall to King George Square

· speeches and entertainment at King George Square

· Arts and Culture Program – 12-19 October 2019

· engaging with Creative Communities, Connective Communities, to include Council Bands (QUBE Effect, Bands in Park, Gathering)

· Closing Ceremony – 19 October 2019

· held at Queensland State Netball Centre

· commencing after basketball final.
12.
The Committee was shown the marketing, communication and media plan which started in May and runs through to November 2019.
13.
There are a number of community engagement events scheduled, including the Big City BBQ, major sporting events, school programs, the enable SEP event and the multi-sport expo.  

14.

Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Ms Levey and Mr Dunlop for their informative presentation.

15.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED
B
PETITIONS – REQUESTING THE INBOUND BUS STOP 4978, LOCATED AT MILSOM STREET AT BOTTOMLEY PARK, NORMAN PARK (ID 22/23), BE IMMEDIATELY REINSTATED BY COUNCIL WITH A SHELTER



CA19/649080 and CA19/709678
103/2019-20
16.
Council has received two petitions from residents, requesting the inbound bus stop 4978, located at Milsom Street at Bottomley Park, Norman Park (ID 22/23), be immediately reinstated by Council with a shelter. CA19/649080 was received during the Winter Recess 2019, and CA19/709678 was presented to the meeting of Council held on 30 July 2019, by Councillor Kara Cook, and received.
17.
The Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

18.
One petition (CA19/649080) contains 54 signatures. Of the petitioners, 48 live in either Morningside or Coorparoo Wards, five live in other suburbs of the City of Brisbane and one lives outside the City of Brisbane. The second petition (CA19/709678) contains six signatures. Of those petitioners, all live in Morningside Ward.
19.
The petitioners are requesting the reinstatement of bus stop 4978 ‘Bottomley Park – 22/23’ in its original position with a shelter as there was no consultation on its removal.
20.
Milsom Street is a 50 km/h neighbourhood access road providing access to local residential properties. There are three Council bus services operating on Milsom Street. Attachment B (submitted on file) shows a locality map. 

21.
Council proposed to remove the inbound bus stop 4978 ‘Bottomley Park – 22/23’ on Milsom Street near Frank Street as the inbound bus stop 4980 ‘Milsom Street – 24’ was located less than 170 metres away at 155 Milsom Street. The express bus P211 currently services both bus stops.
22.
Due to a miscommunication with Council’s appointed contractor, the removal of bus stop 4978 commenced before appropriate consultation with bus users occurred. However, when this issue was identified, the bus stop marker (J-pole) was reinstalled at this bus stop on 11 June 2019. 

23.
Notification signs were installed on 20 June 2019 to seek feedback on the proposed bus stop removal, with the consultation period closing on 18 July 2019.  

24.
Council reviewed all feedback received regarding the proposed bus stop removal and has decided not to proceed with the removal of inbound bus stop 4978. Bus stop 4978 will be upgraded and the shelter will be reinstated under Council’s Bus Stop Accessibility Improvement Program.
Consultation
25.
Councillor Kara Cook, Councillor for Morningside Ward, and Councillor Fiona Cunningham, Councillor for Coorparoo Ward, have been consulted and support the recommendation.

Customer impact
26.
The response will address the petitioners’ concerns.

27.
The Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed.

28.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A
Draft response

Petition References: CA19/649080 and CA19/709678
Thank you for your petitions requesting the inbound bus stop 4978, located at Milsom Street at Bottomley Park, Norman Park (ID 22/23), be immediately reinstated by Council with a shelter.

Council proposed to remove the inbound bus stop 4978 ‘Bottomley Park – 22/23’ on Milsom Street near Frank Street as the inbound bus stop 4980 ‘Milsom Street – 24’ was located less than 170 metres away at 155 Milsom Street and the express bus P211 currently services both bus stops.

Due to a miscommunication with Council’s appointed contractor, the removal of bus stop 4978 commenced before appropriate consultation with bus users occurred. However, when this issue was identified, the bus stop marker (J-pole) was reinstalled at this bus stop on 11 June 2019.

Notification signs were installed on 20 June 2019 to seek feedback on the proposed bus stop removal, with the consultation period closing on 18 July 2019.

Council reviewed all feedback received regarding the proposed bus stop removal and has decided not to proceed with the removal of inbound bus stop 4978. Bus stop 4978 will be upgraded and the shelter will be reinstated under Council’s Bus Stop Accessibility Improvement Program. 

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Ms Jasmine Ren, Project Manager, Bus Stops, Program Delivery, Project and Program Unit, Transport Planning and Programs, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3178 4286.

Thank you for raising this matter.

ADOPTED
C
PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL REINSTATE BUS STOP 70 (STOP ID 005411) TO ITS ORIGINAL LOCATION ADJACENT TO 213 BLUNDER ROAD, DURACK



CA19/480841
104/2019-20
29.
A petition from residents, requesting Council reinstate bus stop 70 (Stop ID 005411) to its original location adjacent to 213 Blunder Road, Durack, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 28 May 2019, by Councillor Steve Griffiths, and received.
30.
The Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

31.
The petition contains 161 signatures. Of the petitioners, 154 live in Moorooka Ward of which 152 live in the Aveo Durack Retirement Village at 356 Blunder Road, Durack. Six of the remaining signatories live in other wards of the City of Brisbane and one lives outside the City of Brisbane.

32.
The petitioners are requesting the reinstatement of bus stop 70 in its original position next to 213 Blunder Road. The petitioners state that the elderly patrons from the nearby retirement village rely on public transport and the stop’s relocation has affected their ability to access these services. It is noted that the petitioners have referenced Stop ID 005411 however, the stop which was relocated was 005412.
33.
Blunder Road is an arterial road forming an important link in Brisbane’s bus and freight network. Due to the road’s function, high volumes of traffic are expected. There are four Council bus services operating on Blunder Road. Attachment B (submitted on file) shows a locality map.

34.
Bus stop 70 (Stop ID 005412) was relocated and upgraded as part of Council’s Bus Stop Accessibility Improvement Program (BSAIP). This is a rolling program of upgrades across Brisbane and aims to improve accessibility for all public transport users. By 2022, Council must meet the accessibility requirements for public transport in the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (DDA) and the Disability Standards for Accessible Public Transport 2002 (DSAPT). 

35.
In addition to meeting the accessibility requirements of the DDA and DSAPT, the bus stop was relocated from 213 to 239 Blunder Road to address known safety issues with the previous location. The bus stop at 213 Blunder Road required buses to stop in the middle of the signalised pedestrian crossing while picking up and dropping off passengers. Buses stopping in this location obstruct both the pedestrian crossing and the intersection, which is undesirable. Another issue was the position of the kerb ramp for the pedestrian crossing, which meant patrons were exiting the bus onto uneven, low ground, posing a trip hazard. 

36.
Furthermore, there were a number of constraints in the original position including the traffic signal post, stormwater gully and kerb ramps, and relocating these services to accommodate the upgrade was not feasible, as it would increase costs significantly.
37.
While Council investigated other locations, this section of Blunder Road contains a number of public utilities, private driveways and visibility issues that limited where the stop could be moved. As the new bus stop is approximately 100 metres from the previous location, this was not considered to be excessive and provides facilities which are tailored to patrons requiring disabled access.

38.
Due to the safety issues associated with the previous location at 213 Blunder Road, Council is unable to consider relocating the bus stop back to its original location.  

39.
Having said this, Council Cabs are available for residents of Durack travelling between Durack and Forest Lake Shopping Centre on Thursdays, Durack and Inala Plaza Shopping Centre on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and Durack and Mt Ommaney Shopping Centre fortnightly on Fridays. Council Cabs can be used by anyone who is mobility impaired, over 60 years old, a Pensioner Concession Card holder or Centrelink Seniors Card holder. The service can be booked by phoning Council directly on (07) 3403 8888 and fares range between $1 and $2.50 each way.

Consultation
40.
Councillor Strunk, Councillor for Forest Lake Ward, has not provided a response and Councillor Griffiths, Councillor for Moorooka Ward, does not support the recommendation.

41.
The Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillor Jared Cassidy dissenting and Councillor Jonathan Sri abstaining.

42.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition References: CA19/480841
Thank you for your petition requesting Council reinstate bus stop 70 (Stop ID 005411) to its original location adjacent to 213 Blunder Road, Durack.

It is noted that you have referenced Stop ID 005411 however, the stop which was relocated was 005412.

Bus stop 70 (Stop ID 005412) was relocated and upgraded as part of Council’s Bus Stop Accessibility Improvement Program (BSAIP). This is a rolling program of upgrades across Brisbane and aims to improve accessibility for all public transport users. By 2022, Council must meet the accessibility requirements for public transport in the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (DDA) and the Disability Standards for Accessible Public Transport 2002 (DSAPT).

In addition to meeting the accessibility requirements of the DDA and DSAPT, the bus stop was relocated from 213 to 239 Blunder Road to address known safety issues with the previous location. The bus stop at 213 Blunder Road required buses to stop in the middle of the signalised pedestrian crossing while picking up and dropping off passengers. Buses stopping in this location obstruct both the pedestrian crossing and the intersection, which is undesirable. Another issue was the position of the kerb ramp for the pedestrian crossing, which meant patrons were exiting the bus onto uneven, low ground, posing a trip hazard. 

Furthermore, there were a number of constraints in the original position including the traffic signal post, stormwater gully and kerb ramps, and relocating these services to accommodate the upgrade was not feasible, as it would increase costs significantly.

While Council investigated other locations, this section of Blunder Road contains a number of public utilities, private driveways and visibility issues that limited where the stop could be moved. As the new bus stop is approximately 100 metres from the previous location, this was not considered to be excessive and provides facilities which are tailored to patrons requiring disabled access. 

Due to the safety issues associated with the previous location at 213 Blunder Road, Council is unable to consider relocating the bus stop back to its original location. 

Having said this, Council Cabs are available for residents of Durack travelling between Durack and Forest Lake Shopping Centre on Thursdays, Durack and Inala Plaza Shopping Centre on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and Durack and Mt Ommaney Shopping Centre fortnightly on Fridays. Council Cabs can be used by anyone who is mobility impaired, over 60 years old, a Pensioner Concession Card holder or Centrelink Seniors Card holder. The service can be booked by phoning Council directly on (07) 3403 8888 and fares range between $1 and $2.50 each way.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Ms Jasmine Ren, Project Manager, Bus Stops, Program Delivery, Project and Program Unit, Transport Planning and Programs, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3178 4286.

Thank you for raising this matter.
ADOPTED
INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE

Councillor Amanda COOPER, Chair of the Infrastructure Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Steven Huang, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 13 August 2019, be adopted.

Chair:
Councillor COOPER.

Councillor COOPER:
Thank you very much, Mr Chair. Mr Chair, at Committee last week had a presentation on Chatsworth, Boundary and Samuel Roads. Councillor GRIFFITHS was an apology. We did miss you, Councillor GRIFFITHS, and we had two petitions. So with respect to the presentation, both Chatsworth and Boundary Roads are classified as suburban roads. 


The intersection carries approximately 31,000 vehicles per day and between August 2007 and July 2017, QPS (Queensland Police Service) WebCrash data showed that there had been 33 vehicles recorded as having crashes resulting in hospitalisation, medical treatment or injury, including one fatality in 2015. So a very significant record of incidents in that specific location. The majority of those crashes involved motorists turning right from Chatsworth Road or Samuel Street and colliding with oncoming traffic, where people obviously are becoming impatient after having to wait. 


So during morning and afternoon peak hours, the intersection operates at peak capacity. So it’s got no capacity left in order to accommodate those sorts of movements, so there’s significant congestion in that location and by 2031, it’s forecast to be double that of the current queue lengths, with a 50% increase in delay times. Now, I know that Councillor SRI always says that this is the price that we must pay for congestion. But one of the real impacts of congestion is that people do things that perhaps if the intersection operated better they wouldn’t do. 


They take risks, they look for gaps in traffic and they will certainly, I think, unfortunately, think that hurrying in their destination is more important than safety. This unfortunately is a good example of what we do see in this specific location. So this upgrade particularly will control right-turn movements. The slip lane will be removed. There will be additional lane capacity installed on Chatsworth Road and Samuel Street. There’ll be a dedicated right-turn lane on Chatsworth Road into Boundary Road with fully-controlled arrows on both Chatsworth Road and Samuel Street.


We had to do some resumptions for this project to occur and we have been in ongoing communications with those impacted landowners. We expect completion late this calendar year, so we had to resume one full and two partial resumptions of property, which, of course, does take some time. I just would like to once again reiterate that this is a safety project that is really based on the significant amount of vehicles that are utilising this intersection and certainly has been very strongly supported by the local community. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Mr Chair. I rise to speak on items B and C. It was interesting to hear Councillor COOPER’s comments around the fact that when intersections aren’t well designed or people have to wait too long, they start taking risks and I think that’s definitely relevant to both the petitions, the one requesting speed limit reductions and the one requesting a zebra crossing, because what I see frequently in my electorate is that residents get fed up waiting for a break in the traffic and they have to rush across, taking their lives in their hands. 


It’s been really sad, in my electorate, because we’ve had a couple of pedestrian deaths over the last couple of years and there hasn’t been anywhere near enough action from this Administration to seriously acknowledge the safety concerns we’re seeing throughout the inner southside and the dismissive response to repeated requests for lowering the speed limits on Montague Road, I think, is one classic example of that, even where there are lights that now at Vulture/Montague and at Jane/Montague, the wait times for pedestrians are very long and that means pedestrians sometimes jaywalk.


As many of you will have experienced, the—it can be quite frustrating when you just miss the phasing of the signals and you get there to the button just a second too late and then you have to wait a whole cycle of the lights before the pedestrian signal triggers and that can be a wait of several minutes. When you have multiple waits like that along a single pedestrian journey, it really does start to add up. 


But particularly with Montague Road, the concerns are about the fact that there are no safe crossings along that corridor, but also that cyclists who are using the corridor don’t feel safe sharing that roadway with busy, noisy vehicles, particularly larger trucks. But also that the current speed environment forecloses any opportunities to create an active travel precinct along that corridor. The Council Administration has stated quite clearly that it wants Montague Road to become a more vibrant street with more activity at ground level. 


There’s talk in the neighbourhood plan of things like footpath dining and ground level retail, but none of that’s viable when Montague Road feels like a busy, noisy through corridor. The thing is Montague Road doesn’t really lead to anywhere else. It doesn’t lead to another suburb or it’s kind of the end of the peninsula, so it leads to a few residential apartments and a few businesses, but it’s not a major arterial road. So it’s not clear to me why it’s so important for traffic to be able to travel at 60 kilometres an hour on that last leg of the journey. 


My concerns about the speed limit process have been aired several times in this Chamber, but I thought they might be of interest to come new Councillors in this Chamber who haven’t been through the speed limit review process before.


Essentially what happens is that Council will say okay we’re going to investigate the speed limit for this area, we’ll then—it will then take readings on what the average speeds are along the corridor, how many vehicles are using the corridor, what the neighbouring land uses are et cetera, and also look things like crash history. 


Eventually the Council will conclude that oh look right now vehicles are travelling at a certain speed and the road corridor feels like a 60 kilometre an hour road, so we’re not going to make any changes.


Now Councillor COOPER has recently noted that the speed limit review process has changed to allow Council greater flexibility, but that hasn’t yet translated to better outcomes on the ground in my electorate. Montague Road is a classic example where we want to make a deliberate shift away from active transport, and I think this is really where the DEPUTY MAYOR and the LORD MAYOR also need to take some responsibility, because this is not just about the Infrastructure portfolio. 


This is about encouraging active transport, but while the speed limit review process is so geared towards motor vehicle transport and the needs of pedestrians and cyclists to deprioritise and ignored largely, we’re going to continue to see the speed limit review process recommend high speeds which are not appropriate for that particular area.


It’s been a source of great frustration to many residents when all the residents in that area support lower speed limits; the small businesses along the corridor support lower speed limits; the developers in that area support lower speed limits; the local Councillor supports lower speed limits; West End Community Association, Kurilpa Futures and other local residents’ groups all support lower speed limits.


But for some reason this Council is using a bureaucratic and ill-adapted review process to decide that the speed limit doesn’t need to be reduced, and that’s very, very frustrating. I know that the speed limit will be looked at again more closely when the lights for the intersection of Victoria and Montague are eventually installed, but I want to emphasise that it would not be satisfactory to drop the speed limit to 50 kilometres an hour.


The residents who put this petition together told me that they were very disappointed that previous petitions for a 40 kilometres an hour speed limit had been rejected, and they thought that if they just asked for 50 they might have a better chance of getting something over the line. But even that doesn’t seem to have been the case here.


So when we do get around to again looking closely at this corridor’s speed limit, I’d really urge the relevant Chair and the Mayor to not just think about how the road is being used currently, but think about what it could be like if we transform that corridor into an active transport precinct, where cars are deprioritised; where developers and their big trucks just have to slow down and take it a bit slower. Take it a bit easier rather than roaring through what is now a built-up residential and commercial precinct.


In terms of the other petition for a pedestrian crossing on Jane Street, this again is a straightforward request. The officers are willing to acknowledge that a pedestrian crossing is necessary there. The problem really is one of finding where this Council continues to spend hundreds of millions of dollars on road‑widenings and major intersection upgrades, and then is far too frugal with its cash when it comes to minor local pedestrian safety upgrades.


I think it this case it would be quite simple to install a zebra crossing and it wouldn’t even cost that much money, but part of the problem is that Council’s traffic engineers are still car obsessed. They do not understand or have the skills or the expertise to make that transition to an active transport precinct. They’ve quite clearly been indoctrinated into a mentality of car is king, and they lack the ability to think outside the box and recognise that in an area like Jane Street, where there are so many high-density developments and there’s so many people walking around and cycling, that installing zebra crossings is a totally appropriate response.

I think it’s really disappointing that although the Mayor and the DEPUTY MAYOR have expressed some support for active transport, that doesn’t yet seem to have filtered down to change the culture of the engineers and the Council officers working within the bureaucracy. Because they’re still very clearly operating on a mentality of prioritising motor vehicle transport at the expense of pedestrian safety.
Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor CUNNINGHAM.

Councillor CUNNINGHAM: 
Chair, I rise to speak on item A. This $10.3 million upgrade improves safety for all road users, including pedestrians and cyclists, as well as improved traffic flow and it reduces congestion around the intersection.


As many of us know, the intersection is adjacent to a thriving local hub, the Camp Hill Marketplace, and as Councillor COOPER mentioned, our own Council data shows around 31,000 cars use this busy juncture every day. I’m pleased to see work finally getting underway to improve it.


Back in 2015, Council identified this intersection had some safety risks and was nearing or at capacity in peak periods and would be above capacity by 2031. In fact without an upgrade, without planning for the future, the queue lengths would have doubled and there would have been a 50% increase in delay times.


Residents know this intersection has also had a number of bus routes that go through it, both in peak and non-peak periods. So when you have a popular bus route and bus stops nearby, it doesn’t take much work to realise there are lots of pedestrians navigating their way across multiple lanes.


Combine that with the local shoppers and people dining out at Camp Hill shops, and Council data shows there are at least 100 pedestrians using it every day. So importantly, one of the major benefits of this work is an improvement to pedestrian safety. It does this by removing the left-turn slip lane from Samuel Street into Boundary Road and through signal-phasing improvements, providing greater separation between pedestrians and vehicles.


Now all these improvements will benefit residents, be those pedestrians, drivers or cyclists, but let’s take into consideration some more important data. As is always the case, Council traffic engineers model and plan for these significant road projects. Now I’m not against cyclists, I want that to be clear, in fact I support all modes of active transport and will always support more cycleways where they are needed.


But, on average, Council’s very own data shows less than four bikes travel through the intersection. Not hourly, but daily. Let me repeat that. The data collected during a normal period in July, not in school holidays, had an average of less than four bikes a day.


Now for argument’s sake, let’s say the traffic engineers got it wrong, okay, and we did a bit of a radical extrapolation and we saw a doubling of cyclists in that intersection. Still, that’s less than 10 cyclists a day. So my point here is that Council experts through data collection have shown that this route is not one that cyclists are currently regularly choosing. It’s therefore not surprising that it’s not identified as a primary cycle route for the area under the Principal Cycle Network Plans, which Council has collaborated with the State on.


Although not a primary route, cyclists still benefit from the upgrade, through the widening of the footpath from 1.5 to three metres on the southern side of Samuel Street, and on the Chatsworth Road side the footpath width is increased from 1.2 to 1.5 metres.


So this upgrade has actually balanced the needs of all users. It’s improving safety for the modes of transport that use the intersection the most, which based on data is cars and pedestrians, while still ensuring the cyclists who use the intersection are also benefitting.


In summary, Mr Chair, I want to commend the Administration for getting on with the job of delivering this intersection upgrade. My thanks to Councillor COOPER and the officers for bringing an informative presentation to Committee last week. This side of the Chamber is planning for the future and recognising the need to maintain Brisbane as a well-connected and modern city.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

There being none, Councillor COOPER.

Councillor COOPER:
Thank you very much, Mr Chair. I really do commend Councillor CUNNINGHAM. She came along to Committee the other day. She sat there and I think that she really took the opportunity to learn more about her particular project in her ward, and I think it really shows what a responsible person she is. She was very well-informed about what it actually meant for her community, and those are the people that she is absolutely passionate about representing very, very well. So thank you very much, Councillor CUNNINGHAM. Plus, she’s just a lovely person really anyway.


I’d like to make a couple of comments with respect to the items that were put forward by Councillor SRI. He suggested that Council was dismissive. He suggested that pedestrians regularly cross against lights, and that’s undoubted that we do see people—we did the Move Safe work across the whole of the city, and there are people that don’t obey the rules. They cross when the choose to and that is incredibly disappointing.


Certainly, the video evidence that we had showed that people are making a choice to actually cross without complying with the road rules, and that’s something that I would discourage and I would believe all Councillors would discourage. I would encourage Councillors to remind people to be patient, and certainly if there’s infrastructure in place they should be utilising it.


Councillor SRI suggested there were no safe crossings along Montague Road. He said that there was discussion about having a vibrant culture along there, but while it is operating as it is, he doesn’t foresee that this is a possibility.


I would put to you, Councillor SRI, that when you lay on the road outside of a hospital and you cause traffic delays and you don’t care about people who are trying to—particularly ambulances—trying to get into a hospital in peak hour—
Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Claim to be misrepresented.

Chair:
It’s noted. 

Councillor COOPER.

Councillor COOPER:
I would put to you, Mr Chair, that you damage your credibility very significantly if you say that people need to do these sorts of things and put these measures in place when you, yourself, do as you please. You countenance that, you think that that is a legitimate—
Chair:
Councillor COOPER, can you please address comments to Councillor SRI in the third person in the one—
Councillor COOPER:
Absolutely. Through you, Mr Chair, I—
Chair:
Because that last statement was to me and I’ve never lied.

Councillor COOPER:
I apologise, Mr Chair, because I know you would never do such a thing in any way, shape or form.


So it is something that Council officers take incredibly seriously. They investigate whether it is appropriate to put in these facilities, and I completely and totally dispute the comments that were made by Councillor SRI, where he said that officers don’t have the skills—outrageous. I think that is an outrageous comment on his behalf—said that they have been indoctrinated. I also dispute that. I think that is an outrageous slur on Council officers and should be withdrawn. He said that Council officers believe cars are king.


All of those statements I believe to be false statements representing the views of Council officers. I think that they are people that note that mobility isn’t about one mode or another. It is about a whole range of options. Every single one of us is a pedestrian, every single one of us. Whether you drive a car, you ride a bike, whether you catch public transport, we all walk. I think that that comment really is a poor reflection on Council officers, and I am absolutely totally in opposition to the statements made by Councillor SRI.


I think that he should be ashamed of himself speaking about the technical experts who provide, I think, such diligent service to all of us in this Chamber—indeed, to all of the residents of this city.


I’d also like to say that the request for a reduction to the speed limit actually recommended that we do undertake a formal speed limit review to determine—because there have been changes in that location—whether there are some changes that can be made.


To dispute the comments that there are no safe crossings along Montague Road, I would just like to list the safety improvements that we have undertaken on the corridor. We’ve put two pedestrian refuge islands on Montague Road; we’ve put curb ramps; we’ve put footpath sections and signage; we have also undertaken work with Victoria and Skinner Streets from Montague Road to Beatty Road, putting a conversion to a one-way configuration. So that removes all turns out of Victoria and Skinner Streets and right turns into Victoria and Skinner Streets from Montague Road. So those are improvements, undoubtedly.


We’ve also in December—
Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Would Councillor COOPER take a question?

Chair:
Councillor will you take a question?

Councillor COOPER:
Happy to do so, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Please proceed, Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
I’m genuinely baffled. Obviously, I was a big advocate of that minor improvement to Victoria Street, but I don’t see how that made it any easier to cross Montague Road. I’m concerned if you think—through you, Mr Chair—if Councillor COOPER thinks that that’s a pedestrian safety improvement. Do you actually—through you, Mr Chair—do you actually think that that improves the safety for people crossing the Victoria Street and Montague Road intersection?

Chair:
Councillor COOPER.

Councillor COOPER:
I believe—through you, Mr Chair—that changes to the function and operation of Montague Road do absolutely make that corridor safer for all users.


I’d also like to go on and say that we have upgraded in December of last year the intersection of Montague Road and Vulture Street. That was being signalised so we’ve put in pedestrian crossings—pedestrian crossings. We’ve put on-road cycle lanes that have been installed. So we’re providing additional crossing options on Montague Road.


Then in this year’s budget we have committed to funding for the signalisation of Victoria and Montague Streets. So the comments made by Councillor SRI are not correct. There is plenty of evidence to suggest that Council has done significant works in this location, and it also says that we will be happy to review the speed limit with respect to that location.


Councillor SRI also said that Council officers were saying that there should be a crossing with respect to Jane Street. That’s not correct. The officers have reviewed the WebCrash data. They’ve looked at that location. They say that some people do cross there, but they note, and it’s in the petition—they say there is not a record of high enough consistent pedestrian volume to install a zebra crossing.


So his comments are completely in contradiction with the recommendation made by the Council officers, and I grossly object to him trying to re-write history as he has wanted to do.


So with respect to these two petitions, Council officers I believe have done significant investigation. They are always keen to try and make our environment all across the city, in all 26 wards, as safe as they can possibly be. I do believe that we have an excellent track record with the Move Safe campaign of investing in safety for pedestrians in particular in our city, because let’s be honest, everyone is a pedestrian. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Councillor SRI, you had a note of misrepresentation. Please address this misrepresentation.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Mr Chair, I’ll keep it to the point. Councillor COOPER made a borderline defamatory suggestion that I didn’t care about emergency vehicle access and had been involved in protests that blocked ambulance access.


Just to correct the record, I want to read from the news article at the time: ‘A Queensland Police spokesperson said there was no issues with respect to public safety or—’
Chair:
Councillor SRI, hang on. Councillor SRI, we really try and keep these really crisp—
Councillor SRI:
Sure and literally just this one sentence, which is that there was no issue with respect to public safety or emergency vehicle access identified at the time of the protest. 


So if we’re going to talk about re-writing history—
Chair:
Thanks very much, Councillor SRI. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Infrastructure Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Amanda Cooper (Chair), Councillor Steven Huang (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Nicole Johnston, James Mackay and Steven Toomey.
LEAVE OF ABSENCE:
Councillor Steve Griffiths.
A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – CHATSWORTH ROAD, BOUNDARY ROAD AND SAMUEL STREET, COORPAROO – INTERSECTION UPGRADE PROJECT

105/2019-20
1.
Graham Nell, Program Director, Civil and Transport, Project Management, City Projects Office, Brisbane Infrastructure, attended the meeting to provide an update on the Chatsworth Road, Boundary Road and Samuel Street, Coorparoo (the intersection) – Intersection Upgrade project (the project). He provided the information below.

2.
Maps of the project’s locality and site, along with a site photo, were shown to the Committee.

3.
Chatsworth and Boundary Roads are both classified as suburban roads. The intersection carries approximately 31,000 vehicles per day. Between August 2007 and July 2017, there have been 33 recorded crashes resulting in hospitalisation, medical treatment or injury. The majority of crashes involved motorists turning right from Chatsworth Road or Samuel Street and colliding with oncoming traffic. The intersection is operating at capacity during morning and afternoon peak hours causing congestion, which by 2031 is forecast to be double that of current queue lengths and a 50% increase in delay times.
4.
The objective of the project is to: 

-
implement controlled right-turn movements to improve safety
-
modify signal phasing and remove the slip lane for improved pedestrian safety
-
improve traffic flow with extra lanes on Chatsworth Road and Samuel Street for improved traffic efficiency
-
reduce congestion
-
minimise community impacts.

5.
The project’s scope is to: 


-
provide a dedicated right-turn lane on Chatsworth Road into Boundary Road
-
provide a fully controlled right-turn with arrows on both Chatsworth Road and Samuel Street
-
widen Chatsworth Road and Samuel Street to allow for an additional through-lane in the westbound direction
-
upgrade the signal operations to reduce the potential conflict between vehicles and pedestrians with the removal of the left slip lane from Samuel Street to Boundary Road.

6.
In terms of delivery, the project has received $10.35 million in funding. The timeline for the project is as follows.

-
Property resumptions were completed in February 2019.

-
Early works, including the demolition of 137 Boundary Road, Coorparoo, were completed in June 2019.

-
The construction contract was awarded in June 2019.

-
Construction is to commence in August 2019, and is anticipated to be completed by late 2019.

7.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Mr Nell for his informative presentation.
8.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED
B
PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL URGENTLY REDUCE THE SPEED LIMIT ON MONTAGUE ROAD, WEST END, BETWEEN JANE AND DRAKE STREETS, TO 50 KM/H AND INVESTIGATE FURTHER SPEED LIMIT REDUCTIONS



CA19/443138
106/2019-20
9.
A petition requesting Council urgently reduce the speed limit on Montague Road, West End, between Jane and Drake Streets, to 50 km/h and investigate further speed limit reductions, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 21 May 2019 by Councillor Jonathan Sri, and received.
10.
The Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.
11.
The petition contains 112 signatures. Of the petitioners, 75 live in The Gabba Ward, 33 live in other wards of the City of Brisbane and four live outside the City of Brisbane.
12.
The petitioners are requesting a lowered speed limit of 50 km/h on Montague Road, West End, between Jane and Drake Streets, as an interim solution to improve safety for pedestrians and cyclists due to the increase in traffic volumes in the area.

13.
Montague Road, between Jane and Drake Streets, is a 60 km/h district access road facilitating the movement of people and goods through the suburb and forms an important link in the local traffic network of the Kurilpa peninsula. Attachment B (submitted on file) shows a locality map.
14. 
Council has previously requested an independent speed limit review on Montague Road, West End, which occurred in November 2016. This review was conducted in accordance with the Queensland Government’s Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices and following careful consideration, it was recommended that the 60 km/h speed limit be retained due to the road’s characteristics and function in the local traffic network. However, Council is aware of localised changes occurring in the area around Montague Road and given the length of time since the previous review, Council will undertake another formal speed limit review on Montague Road, between Jane and Drake Streets, to determine if any changes are required.
15.
In response to the changes occurring throughout the area, Council has made a number of safety improvements on the corridor. Following community consultation in February 2017, Council programmed the installation of two pedestrian refuge islands on Montague Road. The first was located north-east from Rogers Street and the second is north from Harriet and Kurilpa Street. These facilities accompanied upgrading kerb ramps, footpath sections, line marking and signage. These works were completed in May 2018.

16.
Council has also recently converted a section of both Victoria and Skinner Streets from Montague Road to Beattie Street into a one-way configuration. By doing this, right turns into Victoria and Skinner Streets from Montague Road and all turns out of Victoria and Skinner Streets have been removed, reducing the complexity and congestion of the intersection for both pedestrians and motorists.

17.
In addition, Council installed traffic signals and associated pedestrian crossings, kerb ramps and on-road cycle lanes at the intersection of Montague Road and Vulture Street in December 2018, which has provided additional pedestrian crossing options on Montague Road.

18.
Council has recently announced funding of $4.3 million in its 2019-20 budget to upgrade the intersection of Montague Road and Victoria Street with traffic signals. 

19.
Council recognises the importance of Montague Road for people riding bicycles, recently installing bicycle lanes as part of the Montague Road and Vulture Street intersection upgrade. Council is currently completing a review of the active transport network plan which will assess key bicycle corridors, including Montague Road and Riverside Drive as a parallel route, to identify opportunities for improving network connectivity and safety. The review will consider the function of each of the bicycle corridor alignments to determine what supporting infrastructure is required.
Consultation

20.
Councillor Jonathan Sri, Councillor for The Gabba Ward, has been consulted and does not support the recommendation.

Customer impact
21.
The response will address the petitioners’ concerns. 
22. 
The Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillor Nicole Johnston dissenting.
23.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITONER. 
Attachment A

Draft response

Petition Reference: CA19/443138
Thank you for your petition requesting Council urgently reduce the speed limit on Montague Road, West End, between Jane and Drake Streets, to 50 km/h and investigate further speed limit reductions.

Council has previously requested an independent speed limit review on Montague Road, West End, which occurred in November 2016. This review was conducted in accordance with the Queensland Government’s Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices and following careful consideration, it was recommended that the 60 km/h speed limit be retained due to the road’s characteristics and function in the local traffic network. However, Council is aware of localised changes occurring in the area around Montague Road and given the length of time since the previous review, Council will undertake another formal speed limit review on Montague Road, between Jane and Drake Streets, to determine if any changes are required.

In response to the changes occurring throughout the area, Council has made a number of safety improvements on the corridor. Following community consultation in February 2017, Council programmed the installation of two pedestrian refuge islands on Montague Road. The first was located north-east from Rogers Street and the second is north from Harriet and Kurilpa Streets. These facilities accompanied upgrading kerb ramps, footpath sections, line marking and signage. These works were completed in May 2018.

Council has also recently converted a section of both Victoria and Skinner Streets from Montague Road to Beattie Street into a one-way configuration. By doing this, right turns into Victoria and Skinner Streets from Montague Road and all turns out of Victoria and Skinner Streets have been removed, reducing the complexity and congestion of the intersection for both pedestrians and motorists.

In addition, Council installed traffic signals and associated pedestrian crossings, kerb ramps and on‑road cycle lanes at the intersection of Montague Road and Vulture Street in December 2018, which has provided additional pedestrian crossing options on Montague Road. 

Council has recently announced funding of $4.3 million in its 2019-20 budget to upgrade the intersection of Montague Road and Victoria Street with traffic signals.

Council recognises the importance of Montague Road for people riding bicycles, recently installing bicycle lanes as part of the Montague Road and Vulture Street intersection upgrade. Council is currently completing a review of the active transport network plan which will assess key bicycle corridors, including Montague Road and Riverside Drive as a parallel route, to identify opportunities for improving network connectivity and safety. The review will consider the function of each of the bicycle corridor alignments to determine what supporting infrastructure is required.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Kiran Sreedharan, Senior Transport Network Officer, Investigations Unit, Transport Network Operations, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3178 1178.

Thank you for raising this matter.

ADOPTED
C
PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL INSTALL A PEDESTRIAN CROSSING ON JANE STREET, NEAR THE CORNER OF BUCHANAN STREET, WEST END, FOR PEDESTRIANS TO ENTER DAVIES PARK SAFELY



CA19/575485
107/2019-20
24.
A petition from residents, requesting Council install a pedestrian crossing on Jane Street near the corner of Buchanan Street, West End, for pedestrians to enter Davies Park safely, was received during the Winter Recess 2019.
25.
The Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

26.
The petition contains nine signatures. Of the petitioners, eight live in The Gabba Ward with the remaining signatory living in another ward of the City of Brisbane.

27.
The petitioners are requesting a pedestrian zebra crossing on Jane Street, West End near the intersection of Buchanan Street, so that pedestrians travelling to Davies Park can safely cross the road when community events and markets are being held.  

28.
Jane Street is a 50 km/h neighbourhood access road providing access to local residential properties. Jane Street runs from Boundary Street through to Riverside Drive and is split into two sections. This petition is in reference to the section of Jane Street to the west of Montague Road. Attachment B (submitted on file) shows a locality map.

29.
The petitioners’ request to install a zebra crossing has been noted. Zebra crossings in Brisbane are installed in line with the requirements outlined in the Queensland Government’s Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices and in conjunction with Australian Standard 1742.10‑2009 (AS). There are specific guidelines within the AS as to where such crossings are appropriate, with consideration given to approach speeds, consistency of pedestrian demand, available sight distance and local environmental factors.

30.
Council has reviewed the Queensland Government’s crash database as part of this investigation and there are no reported crashes since 2010 at this location.

31.
While it is noted that pedestrians are crossing at this location at times, several site inspections by Council have concluded that there is not enough pedestrian volume consistently throughout the day to consider installing a zebra crossing. It was also noted that the traffic volumes along Jane Street were low, providing plenty of gaps in traffic for pedestrians to cross safely. 

32.
Based on the above factors, the requirements for a zebra crossing at this location are not met and Council has no plans to install one at this time. 

33.
The petitioners’ feedback about the configuration of the intersection between Jane Street and Buchanan Street has been noted. Under the Queensland Road Rules, motorists on the intersecting leg of T‑intersections are required to give way to all road users on the through road of the T-intersection. This means any vehicles entering Jane Street from Buchanan Street must give way to all other road users on Jane Street. This rule applies regardless of whether a give way treatment is installed at the intersection.

34.
As the concerns are predominantly associated with the Davies Park Markets and other periodic events in Davies Park, Council will contact the event organisers with the petitioners’ feedback and suggest they hire traffic controllers to control the movement of traffic. This would provide additional pedestrian safety measures for crossing Jane Street during event days and times.
Consultation

35.
Councillor Jonathan Sri, Councillor for The Gabba Ward, has been consulted and does not support the recommendation.


Customer impact
36.
The response will address the petitioners’ concerns.
37.
The Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillor Nicole Johnston dissenting.
38.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITONER. 

Attachment A

Draft response

Petition reference: CA19/575485

Thank you for your petition requesting Council install a pedestrian crossing on Jane Street, near the corner of Buchanan Street, West End, for pedestrians to enter Davies Park safely.

Your request to install a zebra crossing has been noted. Zebra crossings in Brisbane are installed in line with the requirements outlined in the Queensland Government’s Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices and in conjunction with Australian Standard 1742.10‑2009 (AS). There are specific guidelines within the AS as to where such crossings are appropriate, with consideration given to approach speeds, consistency of pedestrian demand, available sight distance and local environmental factors.

Council has reviewed the Queensland Government’s crash database as part of this investigation and there are no reported crashes since 2010 at this location.

While it is noted that pedestrians are crossing at this location at times, several site inspections by Council have concluded that there is not enough pedestrian volume consistently throughout the day to consider installing a zebra crossing. It was also noted that the traffic volumes along Jane Street were low, providing plenty of gaps in traffic for pedestrians to cross safely. 

Based on the above factors, the requirements for a zebra crossing at this location are not met and Council has no plans to install one at this time. 

Your feedback about the configuration of the intersection between Jane Street and Buchanan Street has been noted. Under the Queensland Road Rules, motorists on the intersecting leg of T-intersections are required to give way to all road users on the through road of the T‑intersection. This means any vehicles entering Jane Street from Buchanan Street must give way to all other road users on Jane Street. This rule applies regardless of whether a ‘give-way’ treatment is installed at the intersection.

As the concerns are predominantly associated with the Davies Park Markets and other periodic events in Davies Park, Council will contact the event organisers with the petitioners’ feedback and suggest they hire traffic controllers to control the movement of traffic. This would provide additional pedestrian safety measures for crossing Jane Street during event days and times. 

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Kiran Sreedharan, Senior Transport Network Officer, Investigations Unit, Transport Network Operations, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3178 1178.

Thank you for raising this matter.
ADOPTED
CITY PLANNING COMMITTEE

Councillor Matthew BOURKE, Chair of the City Planning Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Steven TOOMEY, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 13 August 2019, be adopted.

Chair:
Is there any debate? 

Councillor BOURKE.

Councillor BOURKE:
Thanks very much, Mr Chair. We had a fantastic presentation on the successful Village Precinct Project program from the officers, and obviously we’ve announced this year’s areas which are receiving the Village Precinct Projects. But we had an update of the work that was undertaken in the last financial year for Samford Road at Gaythorne; Curragundi Road, Jindalee; Biota Street, Inala; Hamilton Road, Wavell Heights; the work that’s continuing at Gympie Road, Aspley; and of course the work that’s happening at Racecourse Road, Ascot.


Council also is now in the process of doing work and planning the works at Kenrose Street, Carina; Railway Parade, Darra; Station Road, Sunnybank; Waterworks Road in Ashgrove; The Corso at Seven Hills; and finishing that work there at Gympie Road.


Some of the great results, Mr Chair, is we had a massive increase in the overall aesthetics of these locations and the feedback from residents who came to many of the opening events that we had—or unveiling events that we had—provided some really great feedback about how the shopping centres have been lifted.


But the most telling thing is that post-completion of the Village Precinct Project out there at Gaythorne we went from 10 empty shops to four, and at Jindalee we went from five down to two. So obviously people are voting with their feet; businesses are voting with their feet. They want to be in these locations where we’re doing these projects because it does lift the foot traffic, it does lift the overall attendance at these locations, and that is what this Administration’s about. Supporting small business, creating a city of neighbourhoods, and making sure we have little communities that we can all enjoy.


I commend the Committee report.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

There being none, I’ll put the resolution. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the City Planning Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Matthew Bourke (Chair), Councillor Steven Toomey (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Jared Cassidy, Ryan Murphy, Angela Owen and Jonathan Sri. 

A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – VILLAGE PRECINCT PROJECTS UPDATE

108/2019-20
1.
Omar Barragan, Design Brisbane Manager, City Planning and Economic Development, City Planning and Sustainability, attended the meeting to provide an update on Council’s Village Precinct Projects (VPPs). He provided the information below.
2.
Council’s VPPs exemplify four guiding principles and deliver on multiple actions from Brisbane’s Future Blueprint, which was launched in July 2018. The four guiding principles include:


-
Create a city of neighbourhoods


-
Protect and create greenspace


-
Create more to see and do


-
Empower and engage residents.

3.
Council’s VPPs are site specific and look at including elements that enhance local character and provide a bespoke response. Community engagement and activations are a very important component of VPPs. Council’s Design Brisbane team undertakes a range of engagements such as onsite kiosks, workshops with traders, property owners and community groups, individual discussions, meetings with ward Councillors, website and newsletter flyers and ‘place quality’ surveys.

4.
In 2018-19, Council delivered VPPs at the following sites:


-
Samford Road, Gaythorne


-
Curragundi Road, Jindalee


-
Biota Street, Inala


-
Hamilton Road, Wavell Heights


-
Gympie Road, Aspley (part completion)


-
Racecourse Road, Ascot (grant partnership).

5.
In 2018-19, Council investigated proposed VPP sites at:


-
Kenrose Street, Carina 


-
Beaudesert Road, Moorooka


-
The Corso, Seven Hills


-
Railway Parade, Darra.

6.
Council’s engagement and activations as part of VPPs include: 


-
demonstrating activation of underutilised spaces


-
bringing more to see and do in the suburbs


-
showcasing local businesses and building capacity


-
showcasing local community groups


-
bringing the community together


-
celebrating the completion of the VPP and highlighting Council’s achievements.

7.
The Committee was shown before and after photos, including the activation, of the following VPPs: 


-
Samford Road, Gaythorne


-
Curragundi Road, Jindalee


-
Hamilton Road, Wavell Heights 


-
Biota Street, Inala


-
Racecourse Road, Ascot.
8.
The Aspley VPP commenced in early 2018, and will be delivered by December 2019. The project is currently 70% complete. This is a large scale project located along a State motorway. The project aims to improve character and pedestrian comfort. Council is preparing to do works on the central median, including the pedestrian crossing upgrade. Given the scale of this project, project completion activations are currently being planned.

9.
Highlights of Council’s VPPs include:

-
the reduction of vacant tenancies from 10 to four at Gaythorne, and from five to two at Jindalee

-
reports of increased trade by shop owners at Gaythorne, Inala and Jindalee since the VPPs commenced

-
major property improvements by property owners at four VPP sites.

10.
Before and after community surveys are conducted by the Design Brisbane team. The survey is generally done onsite at a Council kiosk, as well as online during the engagement period. Before and after surveys for Gaythorne, Jindalee and Inala VPP sites included the following positive results: 

-
overall attractiveness 7% – 86%

-
places to sit and stay 8% – 88%

-
greenery 10% – 90%

-
ease of walking 3% – 90%

-
sense of pride 5% – 89%. 

11.
In 2019-20, Council will deliver VPPs at the following sites: 


-
Kenrose Street, Carina 


-
Railway Parade, Darra


-
Station Road, Sunnybank


-
Waterworks Road, Ashgrove (2019-21)


-
The Corso, Seven Hills


-
Gympie Road, Aspley (final completion). 

12.
In 2019-20, Council will investigate proposed VPP sites at: 


-
Sandgate Road, Boondall (Sue’s Corner)


-
Martha Street, Camp Hill


-
Old Cleveland Road, Coorparoo


-
Corrie Street, Chermside.

13.
In 2019-20, two grant funded partnership projects will be listed for Wilston Village and The Terraces, Paddington. 

14.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Mr Barragan for his informative presentation.

15.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED
ENVIRONMENT, PARKS AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE

Councillor Fiona HAMMOND, Chair of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Kate RICHARDS, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 13 August 2019, be adopted.
Chair:
Is there any debate? 

Councillor HAMMOND.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I’d like to give a quick summary of what has happened in our greenspace area over the last five months, but before I do that I would like to acknowledge the hard work that Councillor David McLACHLAN did prior to me taking over in the role. I’m absolutely honoured that I’m continuing the hard work that you started and we’re now completing.


In the last five months, I heard a lot of things in this place that we don’t care about greenspace and providing places to see and do and to play in the area. Mr Chair, I’d like to give a quick summary. As I said, just in five months this Administration, under the very, very well-led leadership from our LORD MAYOR SCHRINNER, the Summit Track at Mt Coot-tha was reopened; the multi‑use games arena at O’Callaghan Park was completed; Simpson Falls picnic area improvements and playscape were completed; Witton Barracks playground, again, completed; constructions of fishing platforms at Moggill Ferry Park; Maggs Street Park, Wavell Heights, picnic facilities and new exercise equipment were completed.


New Farm Park promenade—I can’t wait to go down and have a look at that, Councillor HOWARD; J.C. Slaughter Falls picnic area playscape completed; boat ramp upgrades at Colmslie Recreation Reserve; Barber Road Park, Bracken Ridge, upgrade; Epala Street Park, Corinda, upgraded; Songbird Way Park, Taigum, again upgraded; Mt-Coot-tha Botanic Gardens all abilities path was completed and what a great new walkway and experience that is for our residents of Brisbane.


Some of the other parks that have been upgraded: Grinstead Park, Alderley, which at the moment is still in Marchant Ward but could change, Mr Chair, to your ward. So, yes, you’re welcome. There is a great new upgrade in that particular area for you.


Wally Tate Park at Runcorn, new outdoor gym; Raymond Park, Kangaroo Point, new outdoor gym; Ferny Grove picnic ground, Ferny Grove multi-use games area and outdoor gym completed; Perry Park, Bowen Hills, new outdoor gym equipment completed in June 2019; the Pask Family Park in Rochedale, again, exercise equipment completed; Cresthaven Park, Mansfield, exercise equipment completed, delivered.


Wembley Park, Coorparoo, picnic area has been upgraded and delivered; C.J. Greenfield Complex Park in Richlands, the upgrade—I know Councillor STRUNK has been very happy about this upgrade to the park and barbeques, and better irrigation in the area.


LORD MAYOR—sorry, Mr Chairman, if this is what our LORD MAYOR Adrian SCHRINNER, can deliver in five short months, wait for it, Brisbane. There is still more to see and do in Brisbane with our commitment to our green area and improving that across our city. I can’t wait to see what is the future for Brisbane under this LORD MAYOR, Adrian SCHRINNER.
Chair:
Further speakers? 

There being none, I’ll put the resolution.
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Fiona Hammond (Chair), Councillor Kate Richards (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Fiona Cunningham, Nicole Johnston and James Mackay. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:
Councillor Steve Griffiths.

A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – BRISBANE’S CLEAN AIR STRATEGY

109/2019-20
1.
Frank Henry, Service Delivery Manager EMS and Pollution Control, Water, Energy and Environmental Systems, Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability, City Planning and Sustainability, attended the meeting to provide an update on Brisbane’s clean air strategy. He provided the information below.
2.
Data collected from monitoring stations indicate that the air quality in Brisbane, by air quality index standards, is good compared to other cities in Australia and the Asia Pacific region. Brisbane’s air quality is largely influenced by wind, rain, bushfires, dust storms and transport. Protection of clean air is particularly important for Brisbane because of its geography and climate conditions, which are conducive to photochemical smog formation.

3.
Priority air pollutants in Brisbane include fine particles, nitrogen oxides, volatile organic compounds and ozone. The mains sources of air pollution are:

-
motor vehicles, contributing 63% of nitrogen oxides and 67% of volatile organic compounds in Brisbane

-
burning vegetation (including bushfires), contributing 66% of the fine particles in the Brisbane airshed

-
industry, contributing 21% of Brisbane’s fine particles and 12% of volatile organic compounds


-
electricity generation, contributing 8% of nitrogen oxide pollution.

4.
Council conducts long-term evaluations of air quality in Brisbane by measuring the number of days when air quality guideline levels were exceeded, the trends in ozone and fine particle concentrations, and the trends in the number of complaints regarding air pollution.

5.
Since the publication of the first Brisbane Air Quality Strategy in 1996, Council has continued to develop Brisbane’s clean air strategy. The current strategy, as set out in Brisbane. Clean, Green, Sustainable 2017-2031, outlines Council’s clean air objectives to minimise emissions and to minimise Brisbane residents’ exposure to harmful air pollutants. Council’s priority clean air actions include clean travel alternatives, cleaner vehicles, cleaner industry and land use planning. 

6.
Council pursues clean travel alternatives through the provision of an efficient public transport system, an extensive walking and cycling path network, walking and cycling to school programs, and the Ecodrive project for bus operators. 

7.
Cleaner vehicle initiatives are undertaken by Council through a purchasing strategy which considers the emission performance of the vehicle and/or machinery; the addition of electric and hybrid vehicles to Council’s passenger fleet; driving diesel buses with Environmentally Enhanced Vehicle (EEV) classifications; and the operation of the Vehicle Emission Testing Facility which monitors the emission performance of heavy vehicles. 

8.
Council supports cleaner industry through the administration of environmental laws, environmental licensing and auditing, and publication of industry environmental guides.

9.
Land use planning also plays a major role in protecting the community from exposure to industrial and transport pollution. For example, Brisbane City Plan 2014 requires air pollution controls for new industrial development; contains planning zones to manage the interface between industry, residential and other sensitive uses; and manages development in major transport corridors to maximise wind movement for the dispersion of air pollutants.

10.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Mr Henry for his informative presentation.

11.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED
FIELD SERVICES COMMITTEE 

Councillor Vicki HOWARD, Chair of the Field Services Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Kim MARX, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 13 August 2019, be adopted.

Chair:
Is there any debate? 

Councillor HOWARD.

Councillor HOWARD:
Thank you, Chair. Well we had a very informative presentation on the Revive Fashion Festival from the Manager of Waste and Resource Recovery Services at Field Services. As I know that you’re very interested in fashion, Chair, I will let you know that this is my 2018 Revive jacket. I hope that you are all observing that I am still reusing.

Can I say that it was a great, great pleasure to attend on Saturday morning, and it was really a beautiful day. We had—it was the fourth of our Revive Festivals and I can say I think they just get better and better every time. But what I particularly liked was that Kim Bailey, who helped me choose this jacket, was waiting to get coffee, as was I, she said: ‘Vicki, you’re wearing the jacket.’ I said: ‘Yes, I wear it often.’ She said: ‘I’ve seen you on Facebook.’

So can I just say it’s fantastic that if you pop along to Revive you’re going to get a fashion statement that really will last for years and years. I encourage everyone to do their bit to keep textiles out of landfill. I think I’ve been talking about Revive now at Committee and in the Chamber for a couple of weeks, so if I can just recommend the report to the Chamber. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

There being none, I’ll put the resolution. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Field Services Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Vicki Howard (Chair), Councillor Kim Marx (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Lisa Atwood, Kara Cook, Steven Huang and Charles Strunk.
A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – REVIVE SECOND-HAND FASHION FESTIVAL

110/2019-20
1.
Christopher Adekunle, Manager, Waste and Resource Recovery Services (WaRRS), Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, attended the meeting to provide an update on the Revive second-hand fashion festival. He provided the information below.
2. The upcoming festival will be held on 17 August 2019 from 11am to 7pm in the South Bank Cultural Forecourt and is the fourth Revive event. The festival is designed to be a high-profile event that raises awareness of second-hand clothing as a financially savvy, fashionably unique and environmentally sustainable method of dressing. The festival also hosts workshops to upskill residents to enable them to mend and maintain garments.
3. Revive provides an opportunity to highlight textile and waste trends in Australia, including how: 

-
6,000 kilograms of unwanted clothing is sent to landfill every 10 minutes in Australia

-
in the past two decades, fibre consumption for apparel doubled

-
textile use per person has increased from 7 kilograms in 1992 to 13 kilograms by 2013

-
textiles are approximately four per cent of our waste stream 

-
13,000 tonnes of textiles are sent to landfill per year. 

4. Revive is an effective way to promote waste minimisation strategies as the event encourages people to think ‘reuse’ with textiles and other materials and encourages residents to rethink their fashion choices. This event is part of Council’s broader Rethink Your Rubbish education campaign. The festival’s message reaches a large audience.

5. The 2018 Revive festival had more than 10,000 attendees; 25 vintage and second hand exhibitors; 9 runway shows; and reached 7.5 million people through the campaign. The festival resulted in 5,300 items being saved from landfill and 700 litres of organic waste being composted.

6. The 2018 Revive festival was well received by the community and produced positive outcomes for stakeholders, including:

-
100% of exhibitors saying they would return

-
54% of exhibitors being return exhibitors

-
$33,200 in stallholder revenue, with approximately 4,500 garments sold

-
92% of participants saying they ‘loved’ the atmosphere on the day

-
193,000 people reached via social media
-
23 pieces of positive media coverage.
7. Revive is a key fundraising initiative for the charities involved and has strong community links. It showcases more than 25 organisations or independent vendors. The charities involved include The Salvation Army, St Vincent de Paul Society, Endeavour Foundation, Red Cross, RSPCA, YMCA and Save the Children.

8.
The Committee was shown a video of the 2018 Revive festival.

9.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Mr Adekunle for his informative presentation.
10.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED
COMMUNITY, ARTS AND LIFESTYLE COMMITTEE

Councillor Peter MATIC, Chair of the Community, Arts and Lifestyle Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Fiona CUNNINGHAM, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 13 August 2019, be adopted.

Chair:
Is there any debate? 

Councillor MATIC. 

Further speakers? 

There being none, I’ll put the resolution. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Community, Arts and Lifestyle Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Peter Matic (Chair), Councillor Fiona Cunningham (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Kara Cook, Peter Cumming, Tracy Davis and Kate Richards. 
A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – CITY HALL CLOCK TOWER TOUR

111/2019-20
1.
Neville Wilmott, City and Community Halls Manager, Community Facilities and Venues, Lifestyle and Community Services, led a tour of the City Hall Clock Tower (the clock tower). He provided the information below.
2. From 1930 to 1967, the clock tower was the tallest structure in Brisbane. It was fitted with a beacon to warn aircraft. The name of Brisbane’s first Lord Mayor, William Jolly, and the year 1927 are inscribed on the hour bell. In total, the clock has five bells, weighing more than seven tonnes. 

3. For approximately the last 10 years, the clock tower’s chimes have been switched off at 7pm, Monday to Friday, and over the entire weekend to minimise disturbance to the surrounding area and businesses. 
4. The following historical facts were shared to the Committee. 

· The clock tower is 87.5 metres tall, with the observation platform being 64 metres above ground level.

· Originally, entrance to the clock tower cost six pence for adults and three pence for children.

· The clock tower was built in the 1920s at the cost of £79,699, which was roughly 12% of the construction budget of City Hall.

· It was recorded that people could read the clock (with binoculars) from as far away as Camp Hill.

· In 1930, it was recorded that the bells could be heard from as far as Wynnum.

· The bells consist of four smaller ‘chime’ bells weighing roughly three tonnes in total, and a 4.3 tonne hour bell.

· The chimes are known as the ‘Westminster Quarters’ or the ‘Cambridge Chimes’, named after their place of origin, the Church of St Mary the Great, Cambridge, United Kingdom.

· The bells were made at the famous Taylor Bell Foundry in Loughborough, Leicestershire, United Kingdom.
· In 1999-2000, the clock tower underwent restoration due to the discovery of water penetration in the tower structure.
5.
The clock tower lift was installed in 1930 as a service lift to take the workers up to service the clocks and bells. It is now one of Australia’s oldest operating manually driven cage elevators. Council received many requests from people wanting to travel up the clock tower to enjoy the view. To accommodate this public interest, Council appointed a lift driver to operate the lift and charged admission to cover the cost. The current lift motor is the second incarnation, with the original motor being replaced circa 1960.
6.
The following additional facts were shared to the Committee. 

-
The four clock faces, each being 4.8 metres wide, are the largest analogue clock faces in Australia.
-
The hour hands, measuring 1.65 metres long, and minute hands, measuring three metres long, on each clock face are made of sheet copper.
-
Each clock face has an independent mechanism as opposed to having one central mechanism.

-
The clock was made by Synchronome Pty Ltd, who made several other large public clocks within Brisbane, including:

-
the General Post Office
-
the Commonwealth Bank Buiding

-
Central Railway Station, with the first fully electric public clock in Australia that opened in 1901.
-
Synchronome Pty Ltd has serviced the clock and bells since 1988, and continues to do so to this day.

-
The master clock is a 30-second long bob clock, which keeps the other four mechanisms synchronised, and was an exact replica of the ‘slave’ clock used in Greenwich at the time.

-
The four mechanisms are powered by electric motors, which run 20 seconds on and then 10 seconds off.

-
More than 1,000 screws and 152.4 kilograms of putty originally held the clock face glass’ in place.

-
The clock faces themselves were originally made from a decorative French style of glass called Opaline. Opaline glass is opaque and slightly translucent. Nowadays, the clock faces are made of glass with a plastic coating.

7.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Mr Wilmott for his informative tour.

8.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED
FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE

Councillor Adam ALLAN, Chair of the Finance and Administration Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor David McLACHLAN, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 13 August 2019, be adopted.

Chair:
Is there any debate? 

Councillor ALLAN. 

Councillor ALLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Before moving on to the report, I just wanted to respond to a question that was posed by Councillor CUMMING in the Committee meeting this morning. He asked what the costs of the My Resilient Schools program was, and I can advise that it’s approximately $13,000.


Now moving onto the report on recruitment trends, as you can appreciate, Council is a large organisation and recruitment is a key component of what we do. So the presentation touched upon the current recruitment context and background, the current recruitment approach and future opportunities in recruitment.


Given that we are a large recruiter, we have a dedicated team in Council that looks after this, and we undertake recruitment for individual roles, and also we undertake recruitment where we may be filling a number of positions. So in the case of things like library roles or apprenticeships, we might be looking to recruit a number of people at any point in time.


Just to give a context to the scale of our recruitment activity: since January 2018, we’ve managed nearly 2,000 employment offers and processed 40,000 job applications. So a very busy section within Council.


We continue to use not only contemporary and traditional methods of recruitment—the old job ad—we still do those, but we also do a range of things online. As you’d be aware, we’ve got emerging technologies and emerging platforms with things like LinkedIn and Facebook that provide a different dimension to our recruitment activities.


We tend to have two primary recruitment portfolios, namely engineering, technical and trades and then the professional sector, and just to give you some insights into the kind of roles we recruit for: project managers, engineers, tradespeople, people who work in our cemeteries, librarians, urban planners, IT, legal, communications, admin, HR professionals. The list goes on and we’ve also got quite an extensive group of employment programs that we seek to draw people into the organisation through.


So quite a significant part of Council’s business. We use quite complex recruitment methodology now that we’ve got access to things like psychometric testing, and ultimately, we will continue to leverage the technologies that are available to us to ensure that Council’s recruitment activities are efficient as possible and that we get the best possible recruits for the organisation. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers? 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the Finance and Administration Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Adam Allan (Chair); Councillor David McLachlan (Deputy Chair); and Councillors Peter Cumming, Kim Marx, Ryan Murphy  and Charles Strunk.
A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – RECRUITMENT TRENDS

112/2019-20
1.
Sue Rickerby, Manager, Support Services Centre, Organisational Services, attended the meeting to provide an update on recruitment trends. She provided the information below.
2.
Council’s recruitment team coordinates all recruitment activities. This includes bulk recruitment for roles such as bus operators, librarians, apprentices and urban planners; and leadership roles, which are assessed against Council’s leadership blueprint capabilities.

3.
Since January 2018, Council’s recruitment team has:
-
managed nearly 2,000 employment offers
-
managed nearly 40,000 job applications
-
transformed bus operator recruitment
-
enhanced bulk recruitment for Compliance and Regulatory Services and Library Services teams. 
4.
The approaches to recruitment are diverse and varied. There is no ‘one size fits all’ approach or ‘best practice’. Approaches can be:

-
contemporary, such as Deloitte Australia’s use of ‘bots’, and Google’s use of personalised and interactive recruitment services

-
traditional, such as a public service approach to selection methods, which can be process intensive.
5.
Due to the diversity of Council, occupational roles are inherently varied. Currently, there are two key recruitment portfolios (each with associated employment programs):

-
engineering, technical and trades, which includes roles such as bus operators, project managers, engineers, blue collar trades-based and cemetery roles
-
professionals, which includes roles such as librarians, urban planners, information technology, legal, communications, administrative and human resource professionals.
6.
The recruitment method will vary depending on the roles to be filled. Selection methods can include psychometric testing, work samples, panel interview, medical assessment and reference checks. Leadership capability is also assessed for connection, ownership, governance, vision, agility and impact. These recruitment methods are focused on equity and diversity, and involve the DisABILITY Action at Work program. This ensures that any roles to be filled allows for a broad range of applicants.

7.
Future recruitment opportunities include:

-
deeper insights into candidate experience and needs
-
applying a talent management approach
-
greater use of insights to inform recruitment strategies
-
the introduction of technology into selection techniques.
8.
The benefits of these future approaches to recruitment include:

-
greater talent insights for targeting passive candidates for specialist or ‘hard to fill' roles
-
proactive talent management that holds a holistic view of talent, not just the applicants
-
opportunities to enhance branding and video content into the candidate experience
-
video screening to optimise the recruitment process and the recruiters’ time.

9.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Ms Rickerby for her informative presentation. 

10.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.
ADOPTED
PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS:

Chair:
Councillors, are there any petitions? 

Councillor DAVIS.

Councillor DAVIS:
Thank you, Chair. I have a petition for the installation of lights for Rode Road dog park. The petition is requesting lighting along the footpath from Rode Road across to Remick Street at Stafford Heights.

Chair:
Councillor ALLAN.

Councillor ALLAN:
Mr Chair, I have a petition requesting that Council re-site a bus stop in White Street, Wavell Heights, to Edinburgh Castle Road.

Chair:
Councillor STRUNK.

Councillor STRUNK:
Yes, Mr Chair. I have a petition from 79 Forest Lake residents who are wanting the 118 service bus service to be extended.

Chair:
Councillors, may I please have a motion for the receipt of petitions please. 

113/2019-20
It was resolved on the motion of Councillor Kate RICHARDS, seconded by Councillor Charles STRUNK, that the petitions as presented be received and referred to the Committee concerned for consideration and report.

The petitions were summarised as follows:

	File No.
	Councillor
	Topic

	CA19/765276
	Tracy Davis
	Requesting Council install lighting for the footpath between Remick Street and Rode Road, Stafford Heights.

	CA19/768154
	Adam Allan
	Requesting Council relocate the bus stop at 90 White Street to opposite Wavell Heights High School, Edinburgh Castle Road, Wavell Heights; install a pedestrian crossing and introduce road calming.

	CA19/768330
	Charles Strunk
	Requesting Council conduct a review of existing bus services and provide more bus services for Forest Lake.


GENERAL BUSINESS:

Chair:
Councillors, General Business—Councillors, are there any statements required as a result of a Councillor Conduct Review Panel order? 

Are there any matters of General Business? 

Councillor TOOMEY.

Councillor TOOMEY:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise briefly to speak on the Schrinner Administration’s project to widen Waterworks Road.


The Waterworks Road—as we know it today, the path was actually cut out of the bush in 1864 to service the emerging and growing Brisbane area to gain access to fresh water at Enoggera Dam, or Enoggera Reservoir as it’s known today.


Subsequently, that part of Ashgrove then became an orchard, and then subsequently after the orchard waned around the 1920s, it began to grow. In 1925, Ashgrove received town water.

Chair:
Councillors, I see a number of private conversations. Can they please be taken outside? I know that the meeting has been going for a little while, but please allow Councillor TOOMEY the courtesy of being heard in silence. 

Councillor TOOMEY.

Councillor TOOMEY:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Interestingly enough, the pipe that was laid down in 1925 is the pipe that we’re actually currently replacing today. The construction method that was used at the time was a large steel pipe that was laid into the ground and then protected with a cement coating in situ.


Today, the practice of replacing the pipe is very, very different. We use a plastic material and we use a plastic welder, and it’s done within the pit that’s put in place. I’ve gone out a number of times, Mr Chair, late at night because the works are afterhours—they start at nine and they finish at five—just to observe. Just to see how the guys out there do it. I have to say that I am thoroughly impressed with not only the craftsmanship but the coordination of all those involved onsite.


For example, last Thursday night I was on site in Stewart Road in a small area of Ashgrove. Some of you might know it quite well. It’s between Tutto Caffe where, Chair, you and I often sit down and have one of the finest pizzas in Ashgrove—
Chair:
I’m aware of the venue.

Councillor TOOMEY:
—and the Hub Cafe which I know services a particularly good Italian coffee. 


In that small area we had a number of services being worked on. We had the replacement of power poles; the reinstatement of a 33-kilovolt electrical cable; the installation of a watermain. We also had Telstra onsite doing NBN and of course we had Council officers and traffic controllers.


I have to say, as an observer standing on the side of the road outside the Hub Cafe watching all this going on in this small space, I believe at the time I said this was like watching Swan Lake with excavators, trucks, elevators, elevated working platforms as the performers.


To say that this was an outstanding coordination and work would be an understatement. These workmen were able to—sorry, and women. Yes there were some ladies on site. My apologies, Chair. These workpersons did an outstanding job—workers, workpersons. Political correctness never ends in this place, does it. 
Councillors interjecting.
Chair:
Yes. Alright, stay on topic hey. Stay on topic.

Councillor TOOMEY:
It was an outstanding effort, and at that time they’re still letting the traffic go through. Keeping in mind that this part of Stewart Road is an on-ramp and an off‑ramp for the Metroad 5, so we couldn’t close the road.


So with that, I express my sincere thanks and admiration for the work that had been done by the workers in this space, and I—to the Chair—and I just thought that tonight I would actually stand up and put it on the record. It was flawless coordination for the work that had been done in that space, and I particularly want to thank—I did write it down here—I did particularly want to thank the Infrastructure team; CPO (City Projects Office); those on site who are with Energex; the Telstra team who managed to make sure that the lights were still working; QUU for their flawless coordination.


I also would like to thank Councillor COOPER and the LORD MAYOR for their assistance in making this particular project possible. It’s one that has been desired by my community for quite a long time, and it’s just one fantastic project that is going to make the Brisbane of tomorrow better than the Brisbane of today. Thank you, Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Okay, Councillor STRUNK.

Councillor STRUNK:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Listen I just want to rise and speak briefly on an event that the LORD MAYOR raised during his address, and that was of course the GOPIO (Global Organization of People of Indian Origin) India Day Fair, which happened on 17 August at the Roma Street Parkland.


Now I’d just like to publicly thank the Indian community and the GOPIO organisation for inviting me along. I hadn’t been to one of these fairs in the Roma Street Parkland. What a fantastic venue that is. I hadn’t actually been down in the Parkland for a few years, and obviously Brisbane City Council’s right across all administrations. They’ve done a really terrific job in that space and it’s just amazing what the atmosphere is like down there, especially at the amphitheatre.


I’d like to thank a few people from the GOPIO Queensland: immediate past President, Usha Chandra and her husband, Umesh Chandra, who was the MC on the day and did a great job in keeping the program going, because it was a reasonably long program as far as looking after the invited dignitaries and facilitating all the speeches that came from those special guests.


The India Day, which basically celebrates India’s independence of course, which is—it’s the 72nd year I believe since 1947, and it’s just really good to actually see a community, first of all, celebrate an Independence Day here in Australia. But also this community, the Indian community, reaches out to many of the other cultural communities within this place that we call Australia, and engage them in their celebrations, and also take part in celebrations of other cultural community events as well, which is very important.


We’re a melting pot here in Australia. I know in my ward some of my schools have over 47 or 50 countries represented in some of those schools. Kids that have either been migrated out from other countries and/or were born to parents from those countries.


But I just wanted to, as I say, put it on the record my appreciation of being invited along and, of course, such is the respect that this community has that all levels of government were represented multiply. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

There being none, I will—oh—


Councillor MACKAY.

Councillor MACKAY:
Thank you, Chair. I wasn’t fast enough off the mark for you then. I rise to speak about Anzac Park in Toowong tonight, Chair, and I just want to give a little bit of background and also update you as to what’s occurring there.


So the park was established and named in 1916 and an Avenue of Honour commenced in July 1917, but we don’t know where the original Avenue of Honour was. We know it was a line of trees, Chair, but there’s no record, no map to show where it was. In fact, newspaper collections indicate there were actually five Avenues of Honour. These avenues just lines of trees and they were of different species of trees.


Problem is Anzac Park continues to change. It always has. The freeway dissected it and split Anzac Park and made some of it Mt Coot-tha Park. Who knows? The original avenue may have been under the freeway. The trees apparently died from a disease. Some of the palm trees died in the 1960s so we’re not sure where it was.


But I’m reliably informed by my good friend Councillor MATIC that back in 2010 under a program in the lead-up to the centenary of the Anzacs, in 2010 a history research was undertaken into what was going on with the park, where the Avenues of Honour were and so on. The idea was to make this Anzac Park befit the stature and grandeur that it’s entitled to.


Strangely, it’s not designated on the State register as a memorial park, Chair, but the locals love it and I’ll give special mention to local resident, Deanne Morrison, who is the fiercest advocate of this park I have met. 

I’m also very happy to work with the RSL President, Kerry, and I am a member of the Toowong RSL so it’s quite dear to me as well. I’m pleased to say that the planting of a new Avenue of Honour is nearly complete. There are some flame trees going almost around the ring-road of the park, and there’ll be an Arc of Peace to signify the importance and the dedication of the nurses in World War I and those flowers will bloom white, which is fitting for the purity of the nurses, as they indicated back in the World War I.


But there is something particularly special that I want to say, and that is that I’ve been working with Council officers for quite a few months now about this park. Due to the great work from the Council officers, they have managed to source for me a descendent pine tree from the original Lone Pine at Gallipoli.


I have to go to Canberra to go and pick it up because it’s a tree and doesn’t come with a courier service. So I’m going to make a quick trip down there, pick it up, come back and we’re going to try and grow it on a little bit and then plant it at Anzac Park.


The LORD MAYOR will be coming to a commemoration ceremony on 30 October I believe it is, and the local community will be given lots of encouragement to come along and celebrate that commemoration with us.


But it is really important to acknowledge as well that a number of veterans had their ashes scattered through Anzac Park. Not legally—you’re not supposed to go and spread ashes through a park—but that obviously means that it holds special memories for the people—of the families of the people whose ashes were scattered there.


So we are paying special homage to them and we’re actually planting a second pine tree opposite the Lone Pine, which will be a Norfolk pine, and we’ll dedicate that to the people whose ashes were spread through the park.


So, Chair, I just wanted to update the Chamber on the progress being made at Toowong’s fantastic Anzac Park. Council officers have been working on this for a long, long time, making sure that the Avenue of Honour can best represent and pay dedication to the original Avenues of Honour. So thank you for hearing me.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor McLACHLAN.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I also rise to speak about a local issue that follows on from what Councillor MACKAY’s been speaking about, and that’s the rededication of the Avenues of Honour in Diggers Drive, Kalinga Park.


As it happens Councillor MACKAY—and I’m happy to pass onto you this report that was undertaken which predicated the Diggers Drive rededication. There was a fantastic research report that was undertaken by Council officers or on behalf of Council officers back in 2015, commissioned by the Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability (NEWS) branch, the Open Space Planning section of the Council, about the Avenues of Honour.


They’ve identified 24 Avenues of Honours in the Brisbane City Council area, the local government area, and as you said Councillor MACKAY, Council officers have indeed been diligently looking at the history of the Avenues of Honour and what needs to be done to bring them up to speed in the current environment.


The story of Diggers Drive, in particular, in Kalinga is a consequence of this report. The tree plantings that were undertaken with a project undertaken by the Kalinga Unemployed and Distressed Soldiers’ Committee, and it was back in 1924, between March and May 1924. Trees planted were tallowwoods, other eucalypts and kauri pines.


I understand that in all some 83 former soldiers were employed on tree planting but also on road formation and drainage in Kalinga Park, which is one of the magnificent parks on the northside of the city.


The Drive, with the trees in place, was officially opened in 1924, 31 May 1924 by Lieutenant Governor Sir Matthew Nathan. Unfortunately, the original trees have suffered at the hands of 21st century infrastructure and the timeless ravages and impacts of floods that go through Kalinga Park. However, as Councillor MACKAY has discovered and as I’ve seen over the last couple of years as well, Council officers, our arborists, have worked diligently to make sure that there are new tallowwood trees in particular going into this particular location to reflect the original plantings.


There’s some 107 tallowwoods that have been replanted over the last couple of years. I’m pleased to say they’ve all taken and they’re now looking great. Tomorrow at three o’clock we’ll be rededicating those trees. The trees will be blessed and we’ll be rededicating those trees in situ down at Diggers Drive. Everyone’s welcome to attend, but this is just another example, as Councillor MACKAY has said, as I’ve seen on the northside of the city, fantastic contribution by Council arborists, by our NEWS officers, by the officers in Field Services who contribute to the maintenance of these trees, and I thank them for their efforts.


I look forward to rededicating—to assist in rededicating those trees in Diggers Drive tomorrow afternoon.
Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor OWEN. 
Councillor OWEN:
Thank you. Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise to speak tonight on community events across the city and also the Parkinson Aquatic Centre.


Mr Chair, I’ve had the privilege this weekend just past to represent the LORD MAYOR at Anzac Square for Vietnam Veterans Day. I would like to place on record a very sincere thank you for your service to all of the Vietnam veterans out there.


It is a privilege to be able to lay a wreath on behalf of the LORD MAYOR and the city at services such as this, and it is a reflection of the seriousness that we do respect those who serve, who have served and continue to serve.


I’d also like to reflect on some of the multicultural festivals that I’ve also have the privilege to represent LORD MAYOR Adrian Schrinner at over the last week, and those have been organised in our city by students. To the Singapore Students Association and the Indonesian Students Association well done on your two festivals that you have put on in King George Square, being the Singapore Independence Day and also Pesta Rakyat, which was held yesterday.


These students are wonderful examples of how young people can really pull together a very professional festival and celebrate their culture and share it with the wider community. So to each and every one of those students who’ve been involved, thank you for taking the time and effort out of your studies to really embrace not only our city, but to share your culture.


I’d also like to extend to the Brisbane Nepalese women a very big thank you for including me in your Teej Festival on Saturday night, and to the Sri Lankan Sports Association of Queensland having me as your guest of honour last week as well. It’s wonderful to see our multicultural community across the city being such a vibrant and active part of our day-to-day life.


Now in relation to Parkinson Aquatic Centre, I did stand up in this place last week and talk about the wonderful Leisure Facility of the Year Award that the aquatic centre was awarded two weeks ago. Now, I am pleased to inform the Chamber that the Parkinson Aquatic Centre is set to become centre stage in a new movie which is scheduled to start filming this week for five days.


This actual movie will include both international stars and Australian current and former Olympic swimming champions, and it will certainly highlight that in our City of Brisbane we have built a facility which is of a world-class international standard. It’s also hoped that by filming in Parkinson and bringing this film to our local community, with the international level of swimmers that will be arriving, this will provide more inspiration to our local swim squad, which has skyrocketed in membership from a couple of years ago having six swimmers to now having 135.


So I would just like to convey to our lease operators and partners, City Venue Management, thank you for working with us on this. I know the DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, is very keen to see activities like this take place across our city. We’ve had quite a few recently. We’ve had an international film, Jiva, filed in one of our parks. Now we’ve also got this one that’s coming into our swimming facilities.


It is wonderful to have these opportunities, but also for the local residents who have the opportunity to be cast as extras and have cameo roles. I think that that’s also wonderful, but it is a great promotion of our city. 


Most importantly, it really will sell this aquatic centre to the world in the lead‑up to the INAS Global Games, because this aquatic centre not only leads the way with a focus of inclusion and access, especially as part of being a training facility for INAS Global Games, but it also demonstrates how a collaborative partnership between Brisbane City Council and City Venue Management has resulted in a sporting centre of excellence being delivered in the local community in the suburbs of Brisbane. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thank you. I rise to speak on how big business is now running this city while the needs and interests of ordinary residents continue to be deprioritised and overlooked.


On a regular basis I hear from local residents who are frustrated because they feel like there is one rule for big developers and another rule for ordinary people. They see that on a regular basis multinational corporations are given generous exemptions to neighbourhood plans and building codes, and meanwhile local communities can’t even get funding for a zebra crossing or a new park upgrade.


This whole city is dollar signs, price tags on every square centimetre. They build them higher now, right up to the boundaries. These clouds are made of concrete and steel, they never move, they never fade. Shadow streets and wind tunnels, subdivide and conquer. Replacing lounge room windows with mirrors. The walls are getting higher.


Intercom security; the walls are getting higher; we don’t know our neighbours’ names no more. Puppet masters dressed as real estate agents. Will my lease be renewed again? Will they jack up the rent again? If you want your own apartment it’s a 25 year mortgage. Six months of your life for each square metre. Even the workers who build them can’t afford to buy them, so where did all that money go? Where does all that money go? The public square is now leased out for profit.


Neither trees nor musicians have tolerated it unless they’re good for business. The posh restaurant guards its footpath dining territorially even when there aren’t any other customers. We’ve got the money for a motorway but not for public housing. There are laws against sleeping in the park. Laws against dancing in the street. It’s easy to get permits for advertising billboards than public art projects. They’d rather leave the walls grey.


You’ve got no right to this city. You could rent here 20 years, put down roots, forge community, but it don’t mean a thing when them wrecking balls swing. It’s already been approved; it’s already been approved. It’s already been approved, there’s nothing you can do. See they want us to feel powerless. These towers just keep sprouting up from the bedrock. We’ve got jackhammers for alarm clocks; drowning in bitumen; choking on car fumes; while their starting price is half a million dollars for two bedrooms. 


So who defines progress? Who really runs the system? They curse us and evict us like there’s nothing we can do to stop them. Now them empty units are multiplying but they still won’t drop the rent. Vacant shops and silent streets. It’s all just profit for the one per cent. They can sterilise our culture; confiscate our megaphones; call us troublemakers just because we don’t want a 30‑year bank loan. We paint rainbows in the bitumen. 


They whitewash monochrome, but we’re never going to stop fighting because this city is our home. This city is our home. I said this city is our home. Them bankers price us out, but we leave footprints in the stone.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

There being none, I declare the meeting closed. 

Thank you everybody.

QUESTIONS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN:

(Questions of which due notice has been given are printed as supplied and are not edited)

Submitted by Councillor Steve Griffiths (received on 15 August 2019)
Q1.
What are the Brisbane City Council guidelines for Chairs when using Cabcharge for Council business?
Q2.
What are the Brisbane City Council guidelines for Chairs when using Cabcharge for non-Council business?
Q3.
Is the Chairman of Council entitled to a Cabcharge card and what are the guidelines for the use of the Card in relation to their role as a non‑Establishment and Coordination committee member of Council?
Q4.
Do all Ward offices have access to the links on the Council Intranet for Brisbane City Council templates, forms, policies and procedures?
Q5.
What are the patronage numbers for each mobile library location for the last 3 years?
Q6.
Please supply a breakdown of dates and trips taken by Cr Angela Owen and paid for with Cabcharge in the 2017/18 financial year.
Q7.
Please supply a breakdown of dates and trips taken by Cr Angela Owen and paid for with Cabcharge in the 2016/17 financial year.
Q8.
Please supply a breakdown of dates and trips taken by Cr Angela Owen and paid for with Cabcharge in the 2015/16 financial year.
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN:

(Answers to questions of which due notice has been given are printed as supplied and are not edited)

Submitted by Councillor Nicole Johnston (from meeting on 13 August 2019)
Q1.
What was the balance of the Calamvale Ward Suburban Enhancement Fund as at 1 July 2019?
A1.
$562,000.00 as per the 2019/20 Council Budget.
Q2.
What was the amount of funding rolled over in the Calamvale Suburban Enhancement Fund formerly Parks and Footpath Fund from 2018-19 to 2019‑2020?

A2.
$480,000.
Submitted by Councillor Jonathan Sri (from meeting on 13 August 2019)
Q1.
What was the total cost of delivering the New Farm Park River Access Hub?
A1.
$3.27 million.
Q2.
What is the annual operating cost to council of the New Farm Park River Access Hub including managing commercial vehicle bookings?
A2.
Council has estimated the cost to be $37,750 to $42,750.
Q3.
What is the estimated ongoing annual maintenance cost of the New Farm Park River Access Hub?
A3.
Council estimates the annual cost to be $3,000 to $5,000.
Q4.
What is the estimated cost of completing the Kangaroo Point Riverwalk between Mowbray Park and Dockside?
A4.
As there are no current plans for the Kangaroo Point Riverwalk between Mowbray Park and Dockside, this project has not been scoped or cost estimated.
Q5.
Of the 12 348 street trees council claims to have planted in 2018/19, how many have since died or have been removed for other reasons?
A5.
This information is not readily available and would require a manual check to be undertaken by Council officers. This is unable to be completed in the timeframe outlined in the Meetings Local Law 2001.
Submitted by Councillor Steve Griffiths (from meeting on 13 August 2019)
Q1.
Please complete the following table in relation to the City of Lights Project for the stated financial years:
	
	Location of Work
	
	

	Year:
	Address
	Suburb
	Details of Work
	Cost

	2016/17
	
	
	
	

	2017/18
	
	
	
	

	2018/19
	
	
	
	


A1.

	
	Location of Work
	
	

	Year:
	Address
	Suburb
	Details of Work
	Cost

	2016/17
	CBD Façade Project - King George Square - 239 George Street Hitachi Building
	Brisbane City
	Building façade up lighting
	$118,872 

	
	City Botanic Gardens – QUT domain, Gardens Point Road
	Brisbane City
	Bud lighting two fig trees
	$165,140

	
	Captain Burke Park, 117 Holman Street (delivered as part of the Kangaroo Pt Public Realm Improvements project) 
	Kangaroo Point
	Bud lighting – fig tree
	$101,500

	
	Multiple sites
	City centre and Toowong
	Luminaire testing and trials Temporary projections, projector management, façade lighting trials
	$50,166 

	
	Multiple sites
	City wide locations
	Laser Projector including associated zoom lenses and software
	$71,078 

	
	Fish Lane
	South Brisbane
	Installation of creative lighting, public art and installations (minor hardscape works)
	$70,986 

	2017/18
	547 Ann Street Gateway project
	Fortitude Valley
	Tuff Wall, building façade, gateway entrance up lighting
	$59,844

	
	Corner Rainbow Street and Browser Parade
	Sandgate
	Bud Lighting – fig trees
	$97,402

	
	Wood Street Park, Sandgate Road
	Nundah
	Up lighting trees
	$34,445

	
	Corner Moggill Road and Marshall Lane
	Kenmore
	Up lighting trees
	$54,448

	2018/19
	Roundabout, corner Preston and Wondall Roads
	Wynnum
	Bud Lighting – palm trees
	$58,820

	
	Bothwell Link, Laneway between Logan Road and Bothwell Road
	Mt Gravatt
	Neon lighting artwork installation and gobo lighting projections onto laneway wall and ground plane
	$91,597

	
	Moorvale Lane
	Moorooka
	Festoon lighting across laneway
	$35,630

	
	EE McCaskie Oval, 137 Kelvin Grove Road
	Kelvin Grove
	Tree canopy and turf gobo projection. Bud Lighting – Fig Tree 
	$168,589

	
	Moorlands Park, 503 Coronation Drive
	Auchenflower
	Bud Lighting – Fig Tree
	$75,250

	
	Windsor War Memorial Park, 311 Lutwyche Road and Clark Park, 381 Lutwyche Road
	Windsor 
	Up lighting – fig tree and pavilion lighting and Bud Lighting – Fig Tree at Clark Park
	$149,689 


Q2.
Please complete the following table in relation to the Enhanced Safety Lighting Program for the stated financial years:
	
	Location of Work
	
	

	Year:
	Address
	Suburb
	Details of Work
	Cost

	2016/17
	
	
	
	

	2017/18
	
	
	
	

	2018/19
	
	
	
	


A2.
Indicative cost estimates are included in the Budget schedules for the relevant years, however the actual cost of projects are listed below:
	
	Location of Work
	
	

	Year:
	Address
	Suburb
	Details of Work
	Cost

	2016/17
	Kalinga Park
	Kalinga
	Install lighting in car park to address safety issues
	$83,985

	
	McPherson Park
	Bracken Ridge
	Installing 12 lights for the car park


	$45,150

	
	Preston Rd Park
	Carina
	Install lighting in car park to address safety issues
	$118,879

	
	Sandgate Foreshore Park Lighting Upgrade
	Sandgate
	Lighting upgrade of Sandgate Foreshores Park Upgrade to current standards, safety issue


	$24,000

	
	Timberland Park
	Algester
	Install new pathway lighting.  Lighting to connecting pathway network that service pedestrian thoroughfare from shopping centre to residential areas.
	$94,990

	
	Wynnum Wading Pool Park Lighting Upgrade
	Wynnum
	Upgrade Lighting at Wynnum Wading Pool Park, Upgrade to current lighting standards, safety issues
	$18,724

	2017/18
	Robinson Park, Fairfield Solar Lights
	Fairfield
	Install 2 Solar lights
	$ 18,910

	
	Heiner Park
	Mitchelton
	Install pathway lighting for public safety
	$ 50,499

	
	Patea Street Park
	Banyo
	Install pathway lighting for public safety.
	$ 35,070

	
	Pioneer Crescent Park
	Bellbowrie
	Install pathway lighting for public safety.
	$ 152,294

	
	Teralba Park
	Everton Park
	Install lighting around exercise equipment
	$ 45,094

	
	The Lake Parklands
	Forest Lake
	Update lighting in park for community safety
	$94,958

	2018/19
	Amazon Place Park
	Jindalee
	Design & construct bike way lighting from Amazons Pl to Condamine St
	$134,874

	
	Boyd Park
	Nundah
	Complete lighting along circuit path from toilet to dog off-leash area and to provide a light for the basketball court.
	$75,080

	
	Curlew Park
	Deagon
	Install lighting for the DOL area, entrance and pathway access areas.
	$35,728

	
	Inverness Street Park
	The Gap
	Installation of pathway lighting for public access to the bus stop for public safety, area is very dark
	$40,739

	
	Nathan Road Park
	Runcorn
	Design and construct. Lighting throughout Dog off Leash area.
	$50,355

	
	Raymond Park
	East Brisbane
	Install lighting at outdoor Gym
	$19,247

	
	Silky Oak Circuit Park
	Bracken Ridge
	Install lighting along pathway
	$40,148


Q3.
Please provide a list of all pathways/bikeways that are listed for pathway lighting including location and suburb.
A3.
There are no lighting projects identified in the bikeways program at this time.
Q4.
Is Councillor Murphy or his staff licensed to operate and film using the drone he purchased for the Ward Office in July 2019?
A4.
As the drone is under 2 kilograms, it qualifies to be flown under the ‘exempt Remote Piloted Aircraft (RPA)’ category.

Councillor Murphy is registered with the Civil Aviation Safety Authority as an ‘Excluded RPA and/or Landholder user,’ which is required when operating under the ‘Excluded RPA’ category.
Q5.
What public liability cover does Councillor Murphy’s constituents or groups have in operating the loaned drone from his Ward Office?
A5.
In order to hire out the drone, individuals or groups are required to seek their own public liability insurance before using. Groups such as Rotary and Lions often already hold the required level of public liability insurance.
Q6.
What are the conditions of loan of the drone from Councillor Murphy’s Ward Office by individuals or groups?

A6.
Please refer to Cr Murphy’s website, where the conditions for individuals or groups to loan the drone are publicly available.
Q7.
How would the Councillor, or Chandler Ward office staff, assess the level of competency in drone operation of the individual or group that is borrowing the drone for community purposes? 
A7.
Please see response to question 6.
Q8.
Please list all of the back burning sites in Council bushland areas and bushland parks in the last 12 months including which wards they are in and their locations?
A8.
Since June 2018 to 9 August 2019, Council has implemented 19 planned burns across the city. Please see below list:
	Ward
	Reserve 

	Calamvale
	Karawatha Forest (Block 3a)

	Calamvale
	Parkinson Bushland (Block 9)

	Calamvale
	Sgt Dan Stiller Reserve (Block 3)

	Chandler
	Brisbane Koala Bushlands (Longton Court) - Stage 1

	Chandler
	Brisbane Koala Bushlands (Suzette Street Park)

	Chandler
	Brisbane Koala Bushlands (Alperton Road Park Blocks 3C and 3D)

	Coorparoo
	Whites Hill Reserve (Block 7 and 8) - Stage 1

	Deagon
	Boondall Wetlands Reserve Western Extn (Blocks 1, 3 & 4)

	Enoggera
	Banks Street Reserve (Block 7)

	Forest Lake
	Blunder Creek Reserve (Block 1)

	McDowall
	Raven St Reserve (Blocks 14, 16 & 19)

	McDowall
	Chermside Hills Reserve (Block 10)

	Moorooka
	Toohey Forest (Block 15)

	Moorooka
	Toohey Forest (Block 18)

	Morningside
	Seven Hills Reserve (Block 7)

	Pullenvale
	Primley Street Park

	Pullenvale
	Mt Coot-tha Forest (Block 2)

	Runcorn
	Kuraby Bushland (Block 1)

	The Gap
	Keperra Bushland (Block 1)



Please note the following:

-
Back burning – this is a strategy utilised to contain a wildfire. It does not relate to a planned program for the purpose of mitigating bushfire hazard.

-
Planned burn – also referred to as a prescribed burn or hazard reduction burn. This is the controlled application of fire under specified environmental conditions to a predetermined area and at the time, intensity and rate of spread required to attain planned resource management objectives. Planned burns are applied to ensure hazard reduction and/or ecological management.
Q9.
Please provide an itemised list of expenditure for the Chair of Council in the 2016-2017 financial years.
A9.
Qantas Club Membership: $420.00

Cab Charges: $1,208.30

Q10.
Please provide an itemised list of expenditure for the Chair of Council in the 2017-2018 financial years.
A10.
Qantas Club Membership: $442.80

Cab Charges: $2,133.57
Q11.
Please provide an itemised list of expenditure for the Chair of Council in the 2018-2019 financial years.
A11. 
Qantas Club Membership: $540.00


Cab Charges: $1,968.18   
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Council officers in attendance:

Jade Stopar (Senior Council and Committee Officer)

Julie Park (Acting Senior Council and Committee Officer)

Ronda Tunguz (Acting Council and Committee Officer)

Billy Peers (Personal Support Officer to the Lord Mayor and Council Orderly)
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